[OWA

(Law passed in 2002; 3rd weakest of the nation’s

43 charter laws)

INDEPENDENT OR MULTIPLE AUTHORIZERS - NO

APPROVAL

State Board of Education with school board approval/designation.

APPEAL

None

OPERATIONAL AUTONOMY

CAP

EQUITY

STATE Limited. Charters must comply with extensive regulations (paperwork, personnel policies, transport.)
Virtual schools and management contracts with ESPs are not permitted.

LOCAL No. Charters must comply with most local rules and regulations, including programs, transportation of
students, personnel, rules, etc.

TEACHER No. Teachers are considered employees of the district. Teachers are required to participate in state’s

FREEDOM retirement program.

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS ALLOWED

No legal limit on number of schools that may be approved.

-3

STUDENT Funds pass through district. Funding is ignored in law, leaving it up to district’s discretion.

FUNDING
“A charter school shall be considered a part of the school district in which it is located for purposes of
state school foundation aid pursuant to chapter 257.” [lowa Code § 256F]

FACILITIES No Additional Funds.

FUNDS

IMPLEMENTATION POINTS

Three points are deducted because the state has imposed a de facto cap by not encouraging or
working to improve the charter environment.
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http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/cool-ice/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=iowacode&ga=83&input=256F
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