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School :
choice

bill falls
in House

® York County Republicans
helped defeat the
overnor's proposal,
though Ridge vows to
fight another day,

By FETER DURANTINE
Eﬂa’n}'l\’em staft

HARRISBURG — After a bloody
battle over sehool cholce that piiled
members of the governor’s own parly

. against each othor, Gov, Toem Iidge has

conceded to iz opponents,

""Wa lest falr and sguare,” Ridge said
late Friday night, after House lawmalkers
spent nearly nine hours debating the issue
or the fleor, -

But Ridge made clenr he wasn't fin-
ished with trying to reform the state's
public eduention system, D

“I"ve enly just begun,” he said of his
fiest major political defeal since taking

19795

office six menths agoe. "I'm not done.

asking." .

For Ridge, school chedee pitehed and
swayed through stormy political waters.
He and House Republican jeaders cajoled,
promised and pleaded with lawmakers to
stand with their governor,

But in thz end, the governor could not
persuade cnough fellow Republicans Lo
keep his controversial B84 million pro-
possl afiont. Lawmakers sent the bill to a
committes and adjourned for the weuks
end. The $42.8 million will return to the
goneral fund, .

Two wmonths ago, when LRidge first in-
trodueed his plsn, he angered many Re-
publicans, scuawe his ardent supporters,
They questioned his tactics at winning
support for it, and wonderad if the gover-
nor's motives behind pushing such an am.-
bil-iinus proposal were more political than
pU FLVA

1lis plan would have fundamentally
chanzed public education hy giving pare
ente grants to send their children io the
private or naroshial school of Lheir choice.
It met sUff resistance from six of York

County’s lawmakers, who argued, among

See CHOICE, page 74
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cther things, thal the plan was
constitutionally flawed,

Only one lessl lawmaker, Rep,
Michael Waugh, a  Shrewshury
Township Nepublican, supporied
the measure. Waugh had been un-
decided until! Friday morning,
when he told & local business
group at a breakfast that he
would oppose schoeol choles.

However, Waugh said the ar
gumenis supporting school choice
that were made during the debats
m the afterncots convinoed bim to
vote yes.

“1¢ thiz bill kad bees voted this
morning, I would have bean 2 no
vate,” Waugh sald. “I support the
theory of choloe and the concept
‘of ehoies.” ‘

Ridge did not concede until the
House voted 106 to 85 against his
prupussl. But Houge Speaker
Matthew J. Ryan struck that
vots frava the record, elalming the
voting machine malfunci;iomg be-
fause & coupie of members’ votes
did not appear on the board,
Those members were simply not
yoting. ‘

Lawmakers started shouting,
booing and banging thel dusks,
demanding that the vote stand,
Democratic Minority {eader H.
Williamn DeWeese shouted st
Byan:

“There was no malfanction in
the machinery in this hali and you
know It. One hundred amd six to
95, Mr. Speakar, i3 & clear-eut ma-
jority. T think you owe this cham-
ber an apology for that kind of
parlizmentary bushwhacking snd
buccaneering.” -

DeWeete chastised Ryan for “a
terribie parliamentary misdeed."

Alter s bit more shouting, law-
makers voted to adjourn, and the
Republican leadors weont to Ridge
md told him they lost the fight.

Despite the Yorks delegation’s
upposition, the guvernor end Re-
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How York Couniv's Housa
lzwmakers voted on school
choloe Friday. Thelr voles
wnta subesgquantly struck from

the record by the House jead-
ership.
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publican loadors buttied for the
voigs of Waugh and Rep. Stan
Saylor, R-Red Lion.

Saylor, who looked tired after
weeks of fending off pleas to
switch his vote, would only smile
when askod about the rumor that
be wus uffored a leadership post, a
tantalizing offer for any ambitious
fwos=torm lawrnaker.

For Waugh, another two-term
lawmaker, the pressure for his
vole became 50 intense that he
had to go for a walk in 2 park neay
the Capitol after one of the late-
ni%ht gessions ended. While the
debale droned on, the lawmaker
took & walk through the Capitul,
stili unsnre how te vota,

Bchool choiee supporters may
have some hope in tho Senate,
whick was planning to vote on the
bili next weok, Sen. James Ciar-
lach, a Pottstown Republican, in-
tends to introduce a bill calling for
& threo-year pilot program fur
sthool cholce,

Gerlach's bill wwstly mirrors
the governor's proposal. As many
&g &ix schuol districts can partiei.
pate, but there mmust be at least
one urban, one suburban and one
rural distriet involved.

Gerlach said Ridge’s proposal,
which provides sebool choice to all
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of the state's 501 Schuol' digtriels
within three years, is too uniested
te become statowide sa quickly,

“My position 5 simply that
before we gu from the drawing
board to mass production, we
ought to huild & prototype,” the
?‘en%tor sald, ""We cught to test it
H'& ‘l.l

- Benate leadership sources said

Geriach’s argurment has been com.

pelling enough that it has propo-
neots of the governor's proposal
re-thinking their vote.

“There’s a lot of intereat ever
heore,” one source said,

It's not cloar whether Ridge
would support a pilot program,
He refused to accept a pilot pro-
gram throughoul the twp-month
debate on the issue. He would not
say Friday whethar he would now
support such a program,




