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ol nit educators are aliko, More and more of
B us find nurselves dissonting from tho os
5, tablished positivns of the paat three
J deendes, positivins Lhat omphasgise mure

ey, cumiple s foderul progeosi, tigs doiwan segubi.
Vieansr, sein) pstichon uat doliee Ly the inLeresls of Chode
i chorge eather Wian these they are suppesed g
henelit—the chaldrez.

That widening disaenl auross the

© pation gave rise to the Edutation
Leaders Counell, Foundod last Sep-
tember by 11 aenior education olli-
vinla From Arizona, California,
Flarida, Georgia, Massathusotts,
Michigan, New Hampshire, Penmayl
vania, and Virginia, the gL, admie-
tediy Is not a typlenl oducation
serpup. Girgonized to foster renl adus
eilion yefomn by pursuing an ngenda
thist focuess oo the sceods of childien
and tho rightful demarnde nf pnesnia,
we nre nol gbsessed with Lhe goings-
on of Woghington. Naither ave we on-
asnnrend of ids une-siov-filasull slratss
giea for reform, nor confident inits
silvorbutlol solutions tn nur sehaols*
problums, fiv motter how well-mean-
ing Lhuso efforts might be, (See Kdu-
vedinn Wiek. Sopl. 27, 1995.)

Wo are diverae and decentralizod,
nnd we don't ogree on everything,
Biut wu do share the beliaf thnt pd
ucation. initiakives, policies, prac-
tices, and standards ore strongest
when ganerated from within indt-
vidunl communilies and weakest
whan handed down from on high.
We also belteve that trus education
reformd are those Wiat senter on

ithe veads and ehoiees of families,
vripower parents and Leachers Lo
work in guncert fo charl the course
of p ehileln gdueatinn, ingroaoe ac
enuntrbility in Ameriva's schouls,
amd reslere Jocal contret ever
schiul folleing and proccices.

While nll of that sepnrates us
trem the education establishment,
we believe it unites us with parepts
] the vast najority of Amoerican
taachora nnd sehonl administrotors
who share our oxasporation with
ihe nationolized business-asusual
appreach tn roforat, und our Qe
thut unless we acl quickly and
tioidly to restore excellence to all
sehools our nation at risk will be-
come o nation of ruin,

© The esloblishiant 8 a clasnic
cadn of Lo many eaoka spoiling the
hewth, While paying eustomers—the
yublic—are starving for a almple, nutritious, homa-
conked meal, by the time every administration, de-
partment, office, division, asseciation, faderation, or.
ganizetion, union, sllience, e, ol obe., hag had il
aay, the establishment kas opaned o gouvrnet rostau-
eont atfaring had foad ok svarbitant prices with Tausy
.um-vim,

As much pa mny athar, that is the resson we
formed thy Bdevution bawders Counsil, We Lave
two conalituoncies: pavents and childeen. We share
their views ol whnt they want and need, and we've
anxioua to sorve thent. 1t's not an eXOLC INONW, As

reported by Public Agenda, a pudtie-npinion re-

search organdzation in Naw York City, paronts’ pri-
vorities Fer wducntion arw mafoty, discipline, high
* sbamlnrdy, and a focus on the basics. In fact, more
bhan half of thooo survopsd by th group anld that,
if they could aflurd te, they'd send thelr children Lo
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peivate achnols becauae (hat is where they believed
thosa priovities were holng met. (See Bducatfon
Wieek, Oct, 18, 1895}

'hat is not an indickment of public sehvls—Amor-
{eann-overwhelmingly suppart publio oduentisn but
i i e inddlotnant o Ve poticies nod progras thal.
thctate the pdministeation uf eur pullic scheoly

That point 18 not leat on teachers’ univn chief Al-

Why We

Formed the

Education
Leaders
Council

BY Liza Graham Keogan
and John Root

bert Shanker. Yo hia credis, he has heen listening to
the public, attending to the preblems faced hy
teathars, and has hecoma an articulate proponent of
ncashusinic slandards, chwsivom diseipling, shrinking
the bureausracy and oven o easure of paconial
choina. Mt his wnion's stote aod laeal alfilintas
rarely follow his load, and ho is currontly engagad
in a bottle royal with the illawvmied Coustell of the
Theat Ciby Bclisols (o clubh ol wilmn suposiuton-
donts whese sehools inclade many of the nation's
worat), which hae ripped Mr Shookaor for insuffi-
cient ebeisance 1o aducational "aguity”

Tisat e I8 right and they are wrong is valuabls
cnough in makiug the point. But equally algnilicin
ko the iasuo of edueativn velirm is the public brenk
over fundamental igsuea of policy and priorily that
tha fight roprosenls.

1t says that ours i not the only sign of dissent,
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That the Educntinn Leadere Counedl is slosee to the
mark thag moany in the eatallishmant are willing to
eoncede, And that a change in the naturs of Amari-
enn education reform is indeed taking place.

Votees hava snada plain shich aido thoy'e en, haw.
inge eloctod velirm-minded stute soperigtendonts,
alate and leval school boned moemiers, and govornors
in buth 1994 el 1995, duﬁlﬁhe IILIge! nmlmitiuu T

estahlishment=ticd forces. o have
the parents interviewed in Publie
Agendi's supveys. And su have the
. hundreds of ordinary peaple who,
with volid concoras and valuable
ous, are siepping in o Bl seobs o
atate and Jocal schoot boards In order
e bz ing abaal chazaingoe
These nra the men end women for
whem Hie ELC wias ostublished. Ay
stale suporintondents and siate
board of educatiag members, we all
agren that we should support ene
another in werking to.bring com-
mon-genae principles to bear on
Amerdcan cducation,

more of the tough deciziona. W

coteoet aducation ptandarda set at
the natinnal leval. Bt's cur job &0 set
standattla and then to hold schoals,
educators, and students accountable
for mecling them, In faot, cur mom-
bors in Virginia, Arizonn, and Ponne
aylvanie are already making signif-
jeunt pregress in this direcdion,

s schools must ba held ae-
svuntable for their re-
sulta—bhaolh to public su-
horities and to students
and paeenta—Lhey muonl alae be
given the autonomy and budgetary
puthority lo do what io besot for
thelr chiltbves, The fostupreading
charter achool movenient is one way
t6 pecomplish that. Dut {c shouldn't
be the ualy way. This Is about kids,
ond we witst give those vesked with
their cdurativn the right und ree
sponstbililty Lo make decisions on
the spat.
Teachers and parants should be
feeod From the vules and regula-

tinny thad shawkie G and Leic

achaole. We have confidence in
them; the government should too.
And wo would all be botter off il
Washington gol eut of the business
of telling ua how to spend federeal
maoney. It doean't belong to o depart.
ment ot & burenueracy, it belongs to
thy public, and ne matier the howla of indignation
from the education cstalilishment when you say the
worda"black granis,” they are cerlainly werth consid
tring and prabably worth adopling,

Current RO perhors represent over 19 million
childron, tug niany of whom ara stork in failing
scheola, We haven't Jost our zual to free them. We ars
encouraged by tho growing runks of sducutars at all
levels who sl tds aunl, and whv s workhing
dnily, despite unbelievable odds In sone cases, to
bring commun sense be boar i our schools, ]

Lira Graham Kecgan is the chairman of the Edu-
entior Lenders Coineil e the stode superintendent
of public inaleation fisr Arizoea, John Ruot i the

B wvice chulrmen and a member of the New

Iampshire state school board. This Conmeniary i
written on behalfof the ked's rnsmber board,

In retpen, we're ready to avorke -

don'’t, for example, need politically .
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RELEASES STANDARDS PRIMER

The Education Leaders Council (ELC) today released The Standards Primer: A Resource for Accelerating
the Pace of Reform.

Announcing the book’s release, ELC Chairman, Lisa Graham Keegan, Arizona’s Superintendent of
Public Instruction, explained that the 150-page Primer is intended “to assist states in setting rigorous academic
standards and to demystify a process that has become unnecessarily complex.”

“The Standards Primer is the Council’s effort to assist policy makers, parents and educators in their
‘work to design effective academic standards,” Graham Keegan said, “and to provide them with a direction for
success in achieving what the public has known for a very long time: that the establishment of high academic
standards is the fundamental first step towards improving schools.” :

The Primer is designed as a guide through the maze of confusion surrounding the standards-setting
efforts of recent years. It reviews the history of standards, looks at states” successes and failures, and
provides a resource directory to help standards-setters find the help and guidance they need.

The Education Leaders Council (ELC), is the national group of state and local education leaders who

have joined forces to promote substantive education reforms in their states and communities. The Council’s

_publication of The Standards Primer is one of the first of their efforts to help support one another in achieving
reforms in their school systems.

j “The education reform debate may be national, but the solutions are going to be found at the state and
local levels,” said John Root, ELC vice chairman and member of the New Hampshire State Board of
Education. “That is why we formed the Council and why we’ve published the Primer.”

#Council members work together and learn from each other — from our failures as well as from our
successes,” Root continued. “We recognize that there is no single ‘right way’ of accomplishing the reforms that
we each want for our states, and we also recognize that many of our children can no longer wait for reforms to
be talked-out at the national level. The Standards Primer is an effort to expand and intensify the debate on
education reform and to help those who want to move forward right now.”

\
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A limited number of draft copies of The Standards Primer were distributed in April at the national r
education summit where governors and business leaders convened to discuss how to reverse the declining 1

achievement of American students.

“The summit was beneficial for focusing attention, at least momentarily, on the need for academic
standards, but it was only a first step toward helping educators move that process forward,” Graham Keegan
said. Now that we’ve agreed on the need, The Primer provides a practical guide for those who are serious
about making standards and assessments the foundation of their states” work on behalf of children.

To purchase The Primet, or if you would like to receive a complimentary copy of Opportunity, the
magazine of the Education Leaders Council, please write to: Education Leaders Council, 1001 Connecticut
Avenue, NW, Suite 204, Washington, DC 20036, or phone 800-521-2118.
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