- bonus. to teachers who-auceessfully com-

Board Stampf_' |
For Teachers
Ra;lsmg Flags—_’if |

~ States Question Expense
Of Natwna[ Certification

‘BYJOE“ALSAGK }

" Georgia !awmakers thnught theyhada ~,
great plan ta reeruit and keep well-guali- -
Hed teachersin the classroom: offer an -

annual 10 percent bonus to every teacher
who earned national éertification.

But as mors beachers get that seal of
.approval feom the National Beard for’
Pro{essmnalTeachingStandards some of .

the lagislators are getting sticker shock.”

The cost of Georgia’s prograni js expected. : ¢

tomorethﬁnmlnlaﬁ'umthisﬁscalyearbo
the next, afd-at a time when the staté

" budget is particalarly tight.

So ‘now the lagislaturs is r.lehatmg

. whether to scale batk the bonmses, which

would likely trigger an outery from tench-
era and their inions, The fiscal strains,
meanwhile, are also emho]dening'critics,

- who question whether nati by certified -

teachers are real[y any better than those,
whe don't gein the credential. .
Thirty-two states offer some sort of cash

plef.e the strmgent héard-certification
- C'dnumcecl on Phge 18

I\/Iixedﬂ-'[-'{a'ce Youths

‘Found More.Prone

To School Troubles

BY KARLA SCOON RED' .

l[¢ Idential ¢

BY EHIKW HOEELEN
- Portsmorsth, N.H.

Spaaklng to mgre than 200 largaly un-
decided voters panked intn a technicsdl-col-
lege dining room here on Halloween day,
Howard Dean explained his strategy for

. wlnmng the White Howsé, .

Everybotly else in the race thinks that

“if you're 1 little like QGeorge Bush, then
" that’s the way to beat him,” he said. “Vote

" for tha war in Traq becaiise we don't want

" Students. from more than one-racial
background aré more hkely than their .

single-race peers to expenenne tronble’in,
achool,-such as repaatmg a grade, skip- -
ping sehool, and being auspended anew

. sbudy shows.

The study of 90,000 middle and high

-achael studenta found " that mixed-race- -
youths alsa have 2 higher risk of health or -

bebavior problems than teensdgers of a sin-
gla race. The study, which eombined sor-
veys and follow-up interviews with some
stidents, found that all mixed-race sfu-
dents wers more’ hke]y-r.o Teport smoldng,

drinking, féeling depressed, baving access
. to guns, and engaging in sexual activity.

“Qverall, the pattern is overwhelming,”
said J. Richard Udry, the lead author of the
study, “Health dnd Behavior Risks p'fAﬂo-

Iescents with Mixed-Race Identity,” which.
will be published inthis month's issue of

the Americar Journal of Public Healfh.

- -But Mr. Udry, a professor of maternal

and child health at the University of
Conunued ok Page 12

‘to be palled soft on defense. You. vote for,

B LEGALAD

| Abipartisan legalrefom group
laiinches a campaign to counter-
Hie “zuliure” of sohnof iawsuis.

10 HEAVEHO
" Sesflle vaters re_[eci ail
. three incumbents yunning for
re:lection to the school board..

19 Movma ON
_Gerald A. Reynolds the heacl of
“the civil fights office at the 115,
- Department of Edugation, will
Jjurop o the Justice Department.

- North Cam]ma 3 schaol of public health, - -

andidate Hawardbéan mwsasldtparodyhlglllsmmp
N.H. The furmer Varmont gmremnr has haan ulﬂspoken it his criiu:ism of the lnpartisan No t:hlld l.efl Behind Act.of 200:1.

On Tra,ll It S Dea,n vs. No Chlld Left Behlnd Act

ech at a Hall

some of the tax cuts herause, Fard ]muws,

. we have to be'for the middle class You

vofe for Na Child Left Behind. ,
The former Vermont guvernur high-

lights his opposjtion to’
'ELECTE@II the federal education

law -in drawing con-

bl 2004 “trasts between his cam-
.paign for the Demo-

crahc presadenuatnommatmn and those

‘of other contenders, He promises to “dis- -

mantle” the bulk of the No Child Left Be-

hind-Act, one of PreSJient Bush's most_

partvinM

prized domeatw—pulmy acudmphahments
“Anybody here froin a school board?” Mr.
Dean asked the audience, “Schiol bodrds
call it ‘Ne Sehool Beard Left Standing.’..:
Teachers cali it No-Behind Left)*
While the funding levels for the No

fine target prdchce for the Dermacratic
premdeni:ml candidates—they.say that
Con.‘.mued on Page 22

2é CROWDED FIELD; A look at the contentiers
for ﬂ\e-Deri]ocratiq presidential normination. -

_ Child Left Behind Jaw have become rou- -

Agztator for Chozce Leaves Her Mark

BY JEFF ARGHER
. Wus.’ungfun

-

After ﬂmvmg asa ﬁ'eahman at Dldun .
- goni College in 1678, Jeanne Allen wrote-a

letter to her lughschool principal, -
It wasn't & thank-you note.

She complained: that her edueation t‘.hus - .

far had been lacking, at least compared
‘with that of her classmates et the Penn-
sylvania liberal arts college, It was 4 brash
¢laim for an A-gtudent from the. afﬂuant.
suburb of Allendale, N.J.

“1 just sgid I was shacked that I could"
. et through with the grades I got and feel -
- like I'was unprepanedto do dollege work;"

M. Allen said recently as she’ told the
story, “I was mad”  °
- Jeanng Allen is atlll mad 1t would he

Aaov. Jeh Bush of Fibiita chats wltll

Jearl'ne Allen at: a parl.y for hier gﬂ.‘inp.
hard i-.n find e-mot nutspnkan cha.mpmn

" of alternatives to'regular puhlic schoola,

Through the Center for Education Reform

here; whichi sha fourded 10'years agv, she -

Contmued onPoge 13 -




. Aonosémmﬂon )

st

NOVEMBER, 13, zuos “EDUAATION WEEK 13

* Choice Advocate Jeanne Allen Leads Wzth Blant Approach

Conunmdﬁ-\amPageI

. has supphed an‘arsanal of am-
murition in the battle for char.
ter pchools And fouchers and-a
steady stream of jaba. at teach-
8’ unions, schipol boards, and.
others she collectively dumusses
g8 “the blob” -

She chrns ot newaletters; op-
ed articles, axd testimony to law-
makers at a dizzying olip. The
centor's Web site gets moro than
1 miltion his a yeay, she.says, She
helped form the Education Lead- .
ers Councdl; a Washington group -
of mostly conservative, charter-
friendly state education tfficials;

And she has .s]m’pexl the dehate

3

o LBADERSH]P

Frofileriram w-?:uuutnu

" does loneh and recess duty at -

the Roman Qatholic schiool that

. her; Foungeat child:attends-in'a"”

gubtirk just outside the-city Hm-
its. (Fler three older childrex go*

to ‘ab independent day school,}

And | shes.adamant nlmut; bem
heme for dinner,

“Tfuel like ] really underaf@nd '

parents @ lot mdre than ‘padple.
who'aie Buppuaq&ly i iy buist-
negs ufunderstand.lng pa.renta,
"Ma. Allen said: | -

Juggling work axd fsm:.ly ’]mﬂ
become mire of chillengs sizice
ther hushdud, who workedin pub- -
lic affairs, died, of throat cancer.
ﬂnspantapnng,MB Allen, wha iz
43 and whose children range in-
age from Bto 14, mmasedmnng

at his fimeral By giving a eulogy. *

Ms.Allen, hotn Jeanne Abate,
grew up the youngest of four chil~

.. dren of Ttalian immigrants. (She *,

pnmts out that Rer father got

aver how cha.rtar heol B]mu.ld
he regulated with her reports
characterizing ‘“strong” and
“weak” state nha.l‘tea.‘ laws, .

Her, work hag won her friends

_in hizh places. At 2 black-tia-

event held here last month to cel--*
ebrate the CER'® first decade, Ms:
Allen drew .gushmg_ praise ﬁ-om
Florida Gow Jeb Bush, Wal-Mart:
heir John Walton, and Sep. Judd
CGregg of Now Hampshire, the
Republicar who chairg the Sen-
ate education coramittee, T8,
Secretary of Bdueation Rod Paige
‘called her “an American Kero.”

Other's can’tt stand ber. They,
bristle g6 the ‘way she equates
“school reforim” with school choiee,”
and at how she pounces on any-
one who expresses gkepticism to- |
ward chartars and vouchers,

“Nobody's ever calle ber sub- -
1" gaid Gerald W. Bracey, an

. Alexandris, Va hased education . a

researcher who has béen gkew-
ered on the center'’s Web site.
“She's mean, She really goes for
" the

‘Fvén some within the cha.rtar
Tnovement say | privately that her

conf

sthaol.ani
nnins\red the' Amencm dream
without affirmative pction,} Her -

‘parénta werei’t miuch for polities, .

but they didn't mince ‘words. “T'm |
" aetually probably 2 lot more fact- -
fiil than they.ave” che gaid.

- Het' entrés into the political
arena began with a réceptioniste
“job.in the.office of then-178. Rep.

Marizé Roukema, a New Jersey ‘

Republican. She later served
uader Secratery of Education.
‘William J, Bennett i the faderal

Education Department'y cffice-of

. higher education and worked for

the Haritage Fou.ndaﬁwn BE an

. education analyst, .
Hhe fiunded the. Centar Tor Ed- .

ueation Refm'm in 1993 with &
$88,000 gift from Jerry Hume, a -
formet momber of the California
stite board of edutation.'She

now has a $2 mﬂhlm budget and

ofi4, - -

The centar, which Ma. Allen
embhodies, doesn’t just promota
sehool-choice—it agitates for it.
It's 28 gquick $o point cut the
faidts of public schools as it is to

.gell the idea of charters and

vouchers, Mz, Allen calls the dru-

tational style and &
vative views don’t helpata t:me
when theyie trying to build new .
alliances, Ms.'Allen has opposed,
legislative deals stk by loeal
charter legders on the grounda
* that the measures thieatened
charter school anfonomy; and she
reuently pulled out of efforts to
_ form a natfonal coalition of pro-
charter-scliool organizations. -
Ms. Allen has no plans to back
down or to goften her appréach.
She sees her cause in the starl-
est of terms, often comparing it .
to the hattls pgainkt Jim Crow in
the 19605, “They.didn't stend up
gnd say, ‘OK, fine, we'll take the
_bus, but not the water foun
ghe smd of cml rights leaders,

: Stu:rmg Things Up

Jeanne Allen is part policy.

wonk, part angry. mom. Her:

scrappy office here on E Street, -

N.W., the apiventer of Wuh]fmgfn
Iobbyihg firms and law offfcqs, is *
papered with student artwork—

" - the miedsy kind made with glitter,

finger paint, and colered paper.
Tespite her work echedule, she.

sade “discontenting the con- .
 tented”—eusentially waking peo-

ple tp-to the-notion that public” | -
education, in her opibies, ian't aﬂ }

it’e cracked-up tobe, |

Despite her high.; pawexjedfans, 1
ghe claims to speak for the lttle

guy. Her thesia iz that public
séliools have turned their backs on

parents, caririg more for the'pag- |

ple wWho run thers than for the stu-
dents who attend themt: Her mes-
sege is: There is an slternative. . :

“The reason Pm on this side is
becatse I'tn on the nghf. side;”
Ms. Aller said, “Choice is anat-
ural state of man "

" In plain-talking pubhcatmns,
ghip teaches parefits how todobby
school- bodrds and talk to the'
{1’985 Bhe tells them that the

est charter lawg have the least
restrietions; and that the best’
curricula stress tradifitnel teagh~
ing methods. She offers sample
“Jetters to send to lawmakers'aiid
publishes the onky pational direc-
tofy of charter: schodls. Such
schools, now numbering 3, 0dp

natioowide, are pui:hely ﬁnanced

Her uppnnents dnnt buy hier
unaga as spokeswoman for the
average Joo. They point out that
the center isn't o mémberehup or-
ganization, and’ ‘that Ms. Allen

gots.fnuch of het funfing from

ngbb-lmnmg foundatidns, - .

“Bha's taken all hecr wﬂrds and
ldso!ugy.ﬁ'otp the Fbi:n—
dation and put ashiley facs oo
it,and: pxmhedat aewhit parénts’

.wint,” said Kathleen. Lyone, &
Emkeswoman -for the Mational

* Bilugation Association;t .,
. Bubher devotees, who aren't all

eonservaiives, say M. Allin does

“tap real people. While other

Washington groups pitch papers
for policy jourmals, she séts her
sightaon Gnodemheeping’and:
Parent-When sh strikes a chord,
and peeple wri['.e 0 her, they.go
stédight into her database, which

shie says now-holds some 37,000

% Thnnma B. Fordhom Ew.wiahnn,

. and the’ Nahonal Doumﬁil of La
Ragd:-

names, only about 4,000 of whom

are ‘poliey people dnd puadits
*Jeanne is one the heat g'msl-

m‘nt,a urgamzers Tve seon, sald,

E Ot;hsr ama.mples of her mateh-
- making allls plfeund, When Ten-,

nessee mulled its frst-dinrter law

Iast year, shé brnugh#n grnup of .
. tops in-charter schools to hold

Yalumt:

State la
Delaware to show them. that
state’s charter schools in-action,

Xt was at ameatmgemvanedh:z -

the CERin, 1995 tha theidea was |

hatched'for the Educstion Lead-

" ers Couneil; which initially dhared
. Uﬁaea with Ma, Al.!.ensahop.

. Dain:glt'ﬁetWay '
* And yet, even some in the

tb&mmtufthechazhrsﬂ'md

. Liadership ' (]m:u:l.r.l.l,L a gmup of

charter-supporting organizations
thatiueludaﬁ the B'laﬂkAlhanne
For Bdvrational’ Optibna,- the .

THe: conuneil, wlnch ia now de-

'rfunbtend “rving to-Yegroup, was

: pm-auhuul—ﬂhome camp ﬁqﬂ her
. divisive., -
- Over the aummer, she- pulled .

_number of char’f:sr achools that

could be opened in Chicago. Ms.

- Allan vodally ohjeetsd to provi-

sions in it that called for eduea-

state teaching, licenses, - .

- John Ayers, the exemitive direc-
tor of Leadership for Quality Ed-
ueation, a Chieago-based group -
that supporta charters, said-the

. teacherlicensure langeage was

needed to get l;he b111 ﬂn'nug'h [:3
ja!

_Althnugh the measure passed.
Mri Ayers  maintaine that his
group lost-favor with a putentlai
donor becavize of the am’s opposi-
tion;, hut won't 2ay which ene.

“It’s quite simply a matter of, we

“lve bets, and we have ko coltivite
coalitions,” b safd. “{CEr] publidly

inginuated that we sold out.” .
Ma. Alten pees it different]y,

She worries that some charer

leadera have become tao uompla :

-cent, toe willing o compromize.
*In our aducation reform move-

‘mant,” she said, “we lack for a

certain gmount of, optimisin or .

s an aftempt th present a single - foresight as to what eould b hig:
Hél' .__Gﬂlltﬁ_r : voice oxi chartarpst'.'h.oul {ssues ot ger and betber” - e
T 3 the national level, Ms, Allen's * But she, on the other hlmd
’ fﬂr Educ&tlon . raain problam dealt with s gover-  haa very. big ideds for the char.
nange, Other members wanted'to  ter movement Lanst year, she-
) Reform ma‘rks do away with a'rulé that requived. . won 5§38 million grant from the
ItS fll'St dec&de *  undnimous consent ‘of éll the Bentonville, Ark:-baged Watton -
* . - groups before the éouncil could” Family Foundation for a three-"
take action, Mg, Allen o]:uectedto .. year éffort to jump-stait charter:
Gary La.rstm, the du‘ectocr of " uaing'majority rule instend, ad\mcguy at the state level, The
rhedia rélations for the Cahfurma - Tna recent interview, she fur-. gift is the biggest in the Center
GharberSehnnla Asaunaiaon.‘Tve ther’ q_ueshpned the prenuse of for Education Reform’s hmf:m-y
nemitmantum _the eouneil, . 'I‘bmugiltrainingandorgamm -
‘M. Larson cites, thla.lnstance‘ . "W dont need 16 become IJke -tion, M. Alten airns to teach state
102001, when'he was just gst— the establishment,” she sedd. “We  groups how to'he more strategic
" ting active in the charter move. - don't have to have formal organi- - a.nd agg'm,sswe Sho may mifle
ment and heﬁore his iation .- zationk that are d tically along the way, il some
existed, he got intouch with the  composed at the natignsl level, albesmsmt she’d right far tha jéh.
" CER for advicein oppamng plans | andspesk on hehalf pf everyone.  Said John Walton: “She's contra-
by the San Franeisce échool’ Thers are enough pedple at the vérsial but some of the most effec-
board to pull the plug on a‘chir- - local aind state levels . tivé pecple are controversial”
ter school there. " On occasion, she’s raised the iré
From the nppnaltu t:osst Ms. of those peuple, too, including - C‘avemge of leadership i issuten ©
Allen produced a list of penple, charter backers jin Ilinois. Local  in educmion—including -
many from the:Bay Area, who - chatter leadersin thatstate bvo-  governanee, monagemant,
-she kmew would sympathue ~with Lered:a.deal in the legislature end labor relations—is suppamd
by the Broad Ebundatwn.

tha cau.sa .

’ ']pst year to raise ‘the cap on tha.
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