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A NOTE ABOUT “IN THE NEWS”

FROM JEANNE ALLEN, PRESIDENT

Today's media landscape is changing faster than ever, and parents, activists, teachers, reformers, and
students are experiencing these developments firsthand and in real time.

IN THE NEWS 2012-2013 is a glimpse of The Center for Education Reform’s (CER) impact on the
media, and highlights what the new trends and developments really mean. CER is covered across a
wide spectrum of the media having major impact and influence. You can see that we continue to be
the leading voice on the must-covered events, topics, and trends in the education reform movement.

Our fast paced society demands immediacy of news. This immediacy can sometimes restrict the
accuracy of information and affects the context and framing of the stories. Truthfully, we rely on short
snippets of the news throughout the day. There is no doubt that in the 20 years that CER has been
around, the tempo of the news has increased - internet, twitter, television, blogosphere, Facebook
and other social media offer us hourly or even continuous coverage.

Some say it's not always good to see your name in the news. However, our metrics show that when
CER is in the news, the impact we have is overwhelmingly positive.

As an organization, where grassroots is at the core of our existence, this means all news, for the most
part, is good news when it mentions CER. Students, parents, and activists need to know what's going
on in the education reform movement to become better informed consumers and critics — from
social media’s influence on events, like the teacher’s union strike in Chicago and the 2012 presidential
election, to the continued growth of television streaming of events as they happen live, the institution
that is the media does not escape our attention.

In total, throughout 2012 and in the first quarter of 2013, CER data and staff were featured in more
than 780 newspaper, online, and broadcast news stories earning over 190 million impressions from

outlets like The New York Times, MSNBC, Washington Post, CNN, NBC News and Fox News, to name
just a few.

As we head into CER'’s 3rd decade, we will continue to help inform and change the way the media
reports on education reform and as we contribute to transform the narrative to better inform the
public, we hope you will follow us too. Check us out and see the work we are doing daily to protect
and stimulate media coverage and issue advocacy. And like true media consumers, you can follow us
online at www.edreform.com, on Facebook www.facebook.com/theCenterforEducationReform and
on Twitter @edreform.

Thank you for your support!
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MEDIA IMPACT

STIMULATING MEDIA COVERAGE
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January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012

NEWS BY STATE

This map Indicates the states where CER has achieved the most news in 2012.
The darker the state the more news CER achieved in 2012.
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This chart indicates how CER'’s news is divided by particular search categories in 2012.
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CER IN THE NEWS 2012-2013 AT A GLANCE

OVERALL CUMULATIVE IMPRESSIONS

In 2012 and throughout the first quarter of 2013, CER staff and data were featured in 787
newspaper, online and broadcast news stories earning 190,098,061 impressions.

INCREASED MEDIA POSITIVE COVERAGE

CER raises the positivity rate of articles when we are involved. However, our work in the
Media Bullpen (www.mediabullpen.com) and in our general communications arena has
produced increasing positive coverage overall since 2010, even furthering the evidence that
CER-influenced media is making an impact.

CER-INFLUENCED VS. NON CER-INFLUENCED MEDIA COVERAGE
(PRINT & ONLINE)

CER-influenced media resulted in approximately 693 print and online articles in total, of which
86% were positive on education reform issues representing 119,791,001 positive impressions

in the media. In the 2,664 education news articles that CER did not influence, only 78% rated
positive on reform.

Overall, in 2012, print and online articles mentioning or informed by CER that were positive or
neutral resulted in a 195 percent increase from 354 articles in 2011 to 672 in 2012. This increase
is due to increased CER-led efforts in our target states, Media Bullpen and EdFifty.com as well
as increased online media presence in blogs and online broadcast and print outlets.
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@he Patriot-News

February 13, 2012

Pennsylvania
makes it too hard
to start charter
schools

By JEANNE ALLEN

While the headlines and dates might differ, we keep
hearing the same old story. Local school boards state-
wide, including Harrisburg School District, continue to
deny their students quality educational options.

With 91 percent of Harrisburg’s traditional public
schools failing (10 schools out of 11), a budget that’s
a complete mess and only one charter school operat-
ing and approved during the last decade, it’s troubling
to keep reading the same story — “Harrisburg School
Board rejects charter school applications.”

You have to wonder what is wrong with the school
board and why it doesn’t have the best interests of its
students at heart. Are all of these charter school applica-
tions really that bad? No. Would they really put greater
financial burden on the cash-strapped district? No.
They’d save the district money. So then, you might ask,
what’s really going on here?

Pennsylvania’s charter school law is as absurd as the
notion of requiring Burger King to seek approval from
McDonald’s before opening another restaurant. Tradi-
tionally, local school boards are often unable or unwill-
ing to have fair and impartial processes to vet charter
schools. Many that do approve charter schools create
friction with the schooling entities.

This is why the concept of multiple authorizers is an
important change needed for the Pennsylvania’s charter
school law. The term “multiple” or “independent” au-
thorizers is used to describe a component of the charter
school law permitting authorizing entities such as uni-

versities, new independent state agencies and/or mayors.

In addition, state boards that approve charter schools on
appeal might become an authorizer. States that permit a
number of entities to authorize charter schools or pro-
vide applicants with a binding appeals process encour-
age more activity than those that vest authorizing power
in a single entity, particularly if that entity is the local
school board.

The goal is to give parents the most options, and having
multiple sponsors helps achieve it. Having multiple au-
thorizers is not a new concept. Presently, 16 states have
independent or multiple chartering authorities while
several more have been considering and advancing this
improvement through their legislatures.

Those states with multiple authorizers on the books are
seeing growth of high-quality charter schools that help
students excel and achieve academic success not found
in many traditional public schools.

Not too long ago, traditional public school scores in
New York City looked a lot more like Pennsylvania’s
dismal record. But over time, the competition from giv-
ing parents a choice has improved all schools.

Charter school students in New York City demonstrate

a long-term trend of outperforming their peers in tradi-
tional public schools, thanks to a strong state charter law
that allows for multiple and highly accountable autho-
rizers. In fact, 68.5 percent of the Big Apple’s charter
students are proficient in math compared with 57.3
percent in traditional public schools.

As it stands, there are only disincentives for local school
boards to approve charter schools. And without multiple
authorizers, families and students are missing out on the
opportunity to explore different and innovative educa-
tional options. It’s time for lawmakers in the Keystone
State to get real about education reform and act on it.

Children’s lives are on the line. Every day they stall to
get it done is one more day they are failing our future.

Jeanne Allen is president of The Center for Education
Reform in Washington, D.C.
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Charter

Schools
and
Sausage

By JEANNE ALLEN

Many people know the old
adage, often attributed to
Churchill, that the two things
one best not see being made
are law and sausage. Indeed
when it comes to education
policy there is no better tru-
ism.

Twenty-one years ago when
the states first began enacting
charter school laws, the inten-
tion -- and the hope -- was
that charter schools would
begin to serve the millions of
students who had long been
stuck in failing schools and
who, by all accounts today, are
still woefully underserved by
the traditional public school
establishment. Charter schools
-- public schools free from
most rules and regulations
that hinder progress and
success, open by choice and
held accountable for academic
results, now number almost
5,700 with nearly 2 million
children in attendance. That’s
barely 2% of all public school
students today, though in
Washington the market share
is 45% and in Kansas City
it’s 35%, a direct correlation
between need and demand
-- and the strength of the
charter school laws in some
states. And while some laws
indeed have opened the way
for the proliferation of charter
schools, some states” laws are
no more than words on paper.

While most education
groups understand that just
passing a law is barely half
the battle, sadly, the general
public is largely unaware that
it takes more than an up or
down vote to change policy
and make good things start
happening for kids. And so
when parents call us or revolt
in their neighborhood over
the lack of quality education
available to them, many turn
a blind eye. Policymakers in
particular wonder what all the
fuss is about, especially when
their state has a charter law.
Yes, it’s uncanny but true that
most lawmakers don’t know
what really happens in prac-
tice after they’ve helped enact
a law! And getting their atten-
tion to actually focus on what
their handiwork hath wrought
is a challenge.

So while the nation’s
schools are busy grading their
students, we’re busy grading
the states on how well their
laws actually work in practice
to improve education.

Our measurements are
based on consistent, numerical
analyses that hold every state
to the same standard: Will the
actual written law yield high
numbers of high quality char-
ter schools, with freedom and
flexibility in operations, equity
in funding, and accountability
in outcomes? Does the sau-
sage making include the best
ingredients available, or pure
garbage?

We thoroughly review of
each state’s law, examining
what the words actually mean,
in practice. For example, the
word“commensurate” with re-
gard to funding sounds great,
doesn’t it? But in practice, it
is often interpreted to mean
different things depending on
who’s in charge or how regu-

lations are written. A funding
formula that seems as clear as
day can actually be a jumble
of contradictory statements,
understood -- often deliber-
ately -- only by the regula-
tors (and often to a charter
school’s detriment). Still more
often, practices are created
and attributed to law that do
not have even the slightest
relationship to the policies
enacted. Someone, somewhere
puts in place a practice that
gets followed and treated

like law over time. It hap-
pens every day with charter
school laws. Policies are set by
someone -- as fallible as we --
perceived or interpreted to be
right, and then they have the
force of law.

This is a point that should
not be lost on our nation’s
educators, who are often
required to do things that
school boards and superin-
tendents have interpreted as
being required in law, when
in actuality the practices they
demand are simply a reaction,
and their own interpretation
of how to respond. That’s the
pandemic of “teaching to the
test”; the idea that a school
would be judged or rewarded
on the basis of one set of test
scores does not in fact hap-
pen anywhere, but it’s become
conventional wisdom and thus
common practice to require
them to“teach to a test”as op-
posed to do the“real” teaching
they think will get a more sub-
stantial learning result. Teach-
ers complain they don’t have
the flexibility, confidence or
resources to do their job well.
The reality is that great teach-
ing results in great results on
any test, but like making law
and sausage, getting there is
messy.
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Lawmakers often fall into
the same trap in their own
craft, and resort to creat-
ing policies that may sound
responsive to the needs and
demands of the public but in
reality have little impact on
the people they are intended
to serve. Many states permit
charters to open, but their laws
are so restrictive and inoper-
able that they may as well not
have laws at all. And because
they simply approached char-
ter lawmaking as if they were
“teaching to the test” these
states yield grades of low C’s,
Ds and Fs.

On the other hand, those
states that seek substance over
form, and whose laws truly
foster the creation of high
numbers of high quality char-
ters get, to no one’s surprise,
the better grades; the A’s and
B’s. Instead of going through
the motions, they challenge
conventional wisdom, com-
mon practices and succeed in
doing what they set out to do
when they started.

Educating the public to
understand the mysteries of
law making is the first step in
ensuring a truly exceptional
education for all children for
generations to come. Educa-
tion reform requires a lot of
moving parts to make good
schools grow for all children.
Be it increased and better
standards, teacher quality
initiatives, new forms of ac-
countability or charter school
laws, we must be resolute
in our demand for laws that
actually do what they intend
and ensure that long after
the people now in charge are
gone, the intended results are
still happening.

Jeanne Allen is president
of The Center for Education
Reform in Washington, D.C.
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Experts’ views about
Obama and Romney

on education
By HOWARD BLUME

The following are edited excerpts from
telephone interviews and email exchanges
with leading education analysts, writers
and researchers regarding the policies and
positions of the presidential candidates.

Michelle Rhee

Chief executive, StudentsFirst,; former
chancellor, District of Columbia Public
Schools

Both support expanding educational op-
tions for families. President Obama did
this, for example, by encouraging states
to get rid of unnecessary caps on public
charter schools through Race to the Top
[grants]. At the same time, Gov. Romney
supports dramatically expanding choices
parents can make about where to send
their kids to school. But he doesn’t tie
that increased flexibility to strong rules
ensuring any school — private or public
— that takes the public funds will be held
accountable for student learning.

Jonathan Kozol

Author whose books about education
include “Death at an Early Age” (1967)
and “Savage Inequalities” (1991). His
new book is “Fire in the Ashes.”

As we saw in Wisconsin, there is a
constituency out there that would like to
do away with public-sector unions. The
teachers are the loudest of those unions.
Romney could not do away with teachers
unions, but I think he will do his very best
to move us in that direction.

President Obama simply wants to chal-
lenge the teachers unions to be more
flexible in their demands but obviously
recognizes they have a useful role in our
society.

I regret the President’s apparent willing-
ness to continue relying on standardized
exams in evaluating teachers because I

October 12, 2012

think it’s a simplistic way of judging what
happens in the classroom and excludes so
many aspects of a good education that are
not reduceable to numbers.

The President recognizes that a demoral-
ized teaching force is not going to bring
passionate determination to the education
of children — no matter how you measure
them, castigate them or properly criticize
them.

Jeanne Allen

President, Center for Education Reform,
based in Washington, D.C.

A Romney administration would likely
leave the regulating to the states, where it
belongs. This becomes the huge distinc-
tion between the candidates—on charters,
on teacher issues, on testing. Obama be-
lieves government should lead, and if the
states aren’t doing something he’ll step in.

Romney’s impact would be felt much big-
ger and broader than the current adminis-
tration’s impact. Today you can get more
money by promising to behave. Romney’s
approach would likely be very different:
his incentives for choice...; his fight with
labor; his attempt to reopen the higher
education lending market.

Obama should be calling the unions to the
carpet, and instead [Education Secre-

tary Arne] Duncan is sending platitudes
about getting along and collaborating.
That’s because they promised the unions
they would work with them and need the
unions. Romney has no such allegiance.

Gary Orfield

Professor, UCLA Graduate School of
Education; co-director, the Civil Rights
Project at UCLA

The Obama administration should have
fought harder to continue the economic
stimulus in education for at least another
year or two. Without it things in schools
and colleges would have been far worse.

My reading is that Romney is profoundly

skeptical about the value of federal funds
and thinks they do no good.
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Angeles Cimes

A Romney administration would obviously
bring deep cutbacks in virtually all areas
of domestic spending.

The Chicago teachers strike is a reflection
of the fact that teachers have been pushed
too far for too long and are particularly
incensed on the overly assertive (and intel-
lectually indefensible) use of test scores

to evaluate individual teachers. Romney’s
very hostile reaction toward the teachers
and the Obama Administration’s straddle
show the difference.

Diane Ravitch

Education historian and blogger whose
books include “Death and Life of the
Great American School System” (2010).

Both support charters, which is privati-
zation, and which do not get better test
scores than public schools.

Both support test-based evaluation of
teachers, which has never been shown to
accomplish anything other than to demor-
alize teachers.

Both support carrots (merit pay) and sticks
(closing schools like shoe stores that don’t
make a profit). Merit pay has been tried
again and again for nearly a century. It
never works.

Both emphasize test scores as the measure
of good education, which they are not.

Neither talks about the impact that poverty
has on children’s readiness to learn.

Three big differences:

1. Romney supports vouchers; Obama
does not.

2. Romney embraces privatization; Obama
has offered only half-hearted support via
privately managed charters.

3. Romney wants to give the student loans
back to the banks and provide no help for
college students drowning in debt. Obama
took the program away from the banks and
understands that students need financial
aid. All the talk about boosting college-
going rates is hollow, if students can’t pay
for it.
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Don't miss the chanee to give kids a brghter future
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Washington
Lawmakers
To Propose
Charter

Schools Bill

by DONNA GORDON  BLANKIN-
SHIP

Several Washington lawmakers
plan to introduce a bill later this
week that would allow for public
charter schools in the state.

Sen. Rodney Tom, D-Medina, said
charter schools have proven to
be effective in nearly every other
state. In many cases, a stampede
of parents have tried to get their
kids into charter schools, he said.

“That should be the attitude we
have at every school,” Tom said.
“Why would you want to prevent
schools that people are clamoring
in other states to get into.”

Washington voters have twice re-

jected the idea of charter schools.

Sixty-four percent of Washington

voters voted against an initiative to

the Legislature calling for charter
schools in 1996. Over the next

seven years, five charter bills were

proposed and then rejected by
the Legislature. Then in 2004, a
charter bill narrowly passed the
Legislature and was signed by the
governor, but that November vot-
ers rejected the idea again.

Washington is one of eight states
that do not allow charter schools,
according to the Center for Edu-
cation Reform. The other states
without charter school laws are
Alabama, Kentucky, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota, South
Dakota and West Virginia.

Maine passed a charter school law
in 2011 and the issue has been
back on the agenda in many of
these other states, including bills
introduced but not passed in four,
while some of the 42 states with
charter school laws have voted to
expand their use, according to the
Center for Education Reform.

Now that most other states are
successfully using these alterna-
tive public schools to raise student
achievement, Tom says it should
be a safe topic for Washington
again. He said he expected a bill to
be introduced on Thursday.

Last fall, the Washington PTA

also added charter schools to its
legislative agenda. Other groups
support the idea, but the state’s
largest teachers union says now
isn’t a good time to talk about put-
ting public money into experimental
schools.
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New York City Charter School Finds That a Grade of ‘C’ Means Closing

By ANNA M. PHILLIPS

For the first time, New York City is closing
a charter school for the offense of simply be-
ing mediocre.

The announcement this week that the
city planned to shut Peninsula Preparatory
Charter School, a seven-year-old elementary
school in Far Rockaway, Queens, was unusual
by any definition. Since 2004, the city has
closed only a few of its 142 charters that have
opened — schools that are publicly financed
but privately managed, and are a source of
competition for traditional schools.

But as more of the city’s charter schools
have matured, reaching the five-year renewal
mark, the Education Department has become
increasingly impatient with weak-performing
ones. With the closing of Peninsula Prep,
which had received a grade of C on each of its
last four progress reports, Chancellor Den-
nis M. Walcott seemed to be signaling that
the city’s 136 charters will now be held to a
higher standard.

And increasing scrutiny of New York char-
ter schools could have widespread implica-
tions, prompting a wider conversation across
the country about what the bar for closing
should be, and how much charter schools
should be expected to outperform public
schools.

Under Joel 1. Klein, the former schools
chancellor, the perception had grown among
charter school leaders and those on the
outside that as long as their test scores were
middling at worst and their schools were
functional, the city would not interfere.

“I think that there was a large number of
people, including the chancellor, who were
just very predisposed to be charter support-
ers, so it was hard for them to take off that
hat,” said Michael Duffy, a former director of
the city’s charter school office, who remem-
bered having to lobby his superiors in 2010
to close a charter school in East New York,
Brooklyn, that was forcing out special educa-
tion students.

Marc Sternberg, a deputy chancellor who
oversees the charter school office, said the city

had not changed its approach to monitoring
charter schools.

“Our focus has always been on opening
new, excellent district and charter schools
that provide students with a high-quality
education,” he said in a statement. “In 2009,
Peninsula Prep received a short-term renewal
and were told that if they failed to meet the
standards in their charter they would not be
given another. They failed to do so, and we
have to hold them accountable for that.”

But charter school advocates and lead-
ers believe that by closing Peninsula Prep,
the city is issuing a warning to schools that
it is no longer sufficient to be as good as or
slightly better than traditional public schools;
they have to be exemplars.

Until now, the city’s rate of closing for
charters — about 4 percent since the first
charters were granted in 1999 — was below
the national average: 15 percent of charters
across the country have been closed since
1992, according to a report by the Center for
Education Reform, published last December.

By the city’s standards, Peninsula was not
the worst charter school, nor was it the best.
Last year, 46 percent of Peninsula’s students
passed the state English exam, a better
performance than 47 other city charters. On
the math exam, 60 percent of its students
scored as proficient. For the last four years, it
received C’s on its annual progress reports. It
was, by definition, in the middle of the herd.
But not on Far Rockaway, where those scores
were high enough for Peninsula Prep to
outperform 9 of the 10 elementary schools its
students are zoned for.

Ericka Wala, Peninsula’s principal since
July 2009, said the school had been improv-
ing, though slowly.

“We were a struggling school in 2009
when everybody was As and B's,” Ms. Wala
said, “and when they raised the standard, we
were able to maintain a C. The scores had to
have gone up in order to do that. I do feel the
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school is being used as a warning.”

New York City has closed charter schools
for poor performance in the past, but their
test scores were dismal. In other cases, schools
were closed after they had already been dam-
aged by poor fiscal or management decisions.
Last year, the city succeeded in closing the
Ross Global Academy, a charter school led
by Courtney Sale Ross, the multimillionaire
widow of Steve Ross, the Time Warner chief
executive. When the city announced plans
to close the school, only 26 percent of its
students had passed the state English test and
33 percent passed math.

James Merriman, chief executive of the
New York City Charter School Center, said a
confluence of factors might have led the city
to raise the bar for renewing charter schools.
In 2010, state education officials toughened
the math and English exams administered
annually to students in third through eighth
grades, after years of complaints about test
score inflation. Across the city, scores dropped
precipitously, and suddenly schools that once
appeared to be holding their own were actu-
ally found to be in distress.

Another factor is that as more charter
schools reach their five-year renewal points,
the city is judging them by their progress
report grades, which were not given to schools
opened and renewed before the reports began
in 2008. The additional measurement affected
Peninsula Prep, which failed to meet five
of nine standards it had promised to reach,
according to the city’s renewal report. One of
the standards was receiving at least a B on its
progress report.

Charter school advocates said the Educa-
tion Department had also become responsive
to criticism that it treated charter schools
differently from district schools. Since 2002,
the city has closed 117 district schools, a vast
majority of them for poor performance.

“School closure is built into the charter
idea — and needs to happen regardless,” M.
Merriman wrote in an e-mail. “But certainly
if a district is closing traditional schools for
poor performance, not closing charter schools
becomes doubly indefensible.”

On the other hand, he said charter school
critics and the teachers’ union had been too
quick to urge the city to close charter schools,
while defending failing district schools.
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What Happens to

the Kids When
Charter Schools Fail?

By SARAH BUTRYMOWICZ

Terri Griffin made herself a promise when her youngest daugh-
ter was ready for kindergarten: the little girl would never set
foot in an Akron public school. Griffin, a jewelry-store clerk and
graduate of the Ohio city’s school system, had sent eight children
— two of her own and six others she raised as her own — to
traditional public schools.

She felt they were pushed through to a diploma and didn’t
learn enough. Teachers were eager to recommend special educa-
tion, but Griffin couldn’t get them to provide other, basic help.

So for her youngest daughter, she sought out a charter school,
Lighthouse Academy, and hoped for a better outcome.

Griffin didn’t know about Lighthouse Academy’s low test
scores or that it had been identified by the state as being in an
academic emergency on and off since opening in 2000. Instead,
when she visited the west Akron school, Griffin saw caring
teachers working with small classes in a school that was well
established in the community. She hasn’t once regretted her deci-
sion. Now, under Ohio’s charter school closure law, considered
the toughest in the nation, Lighthouse Academy is slated to be
shuttered at the end of the year. The 2006 law mandates that any
charter school that has received the state’s Academic Emergency
rating or been placed on academic watch for two out of three
years will be shut down. (The ratings are based on state test
scores.)

Most of Lighthouse’s 66 students will be thrust back into the
same public schools their parents tried to flee. Nearby public
schools perform only slightly better than Lighthouse on stan-
dardized tests, and some do just as poorly.

The closure is another blow for the children of this fading
industrial city, where a third of all kids live in poverty and about a
quarter of high schoolers fail to graduate. It’s a scenario becom-
ing familiar to thousands of families in the nation’s poorest
neighborhoods as more and more districts start cracking down
on low-performing charter schools, which get public funds but
operate without the usual bureaucratic constraints.

The dismantling of so many charters has some experts worry-
ing that when students are forced to leave educational environ-
ments where they have friends and feel comfortable, the disrup-
tion is destabilizing and upsetting to some of the system’s most
vulnerable populations. Robert Slavin, director of the Center for
Research and Reform in Education at Johns Hopkins University
in Maryland, believes closure should be a last resort, after giving
schools support and experimenting with possible solutions.
Otherwise, well-meaning educational programs could wind up
hurting the very kids they are trying to help. “Letting alone or
closing are not the only two options,” Slavin says. “[Closing] is
very damaging to kids.”

Nonetheless, the crackdown on ineffective charter schools has
the backing of charter supporters as well as critics. In an effort

to save the charter movement, which has come under increas-
ing scrutiny, advocates have asked for more accountability,
supporting forced closures of low-performing schools. Florida
has already adopted a law similar to Ohio’s. During the current
legislative session, charter advocates in Missouri are pushing a
bill that would require charter schools to set up specific bench-
marks, giving sponsors an easy way to hold schools accountable.
The California Charter Schools Association has said it will start
urging school boards to not allow faltering schools to stay open.

Bill Sims, president of the Ohio Alliance of Public Charter
Schools, says he regularly gets calls from his counterparts in
other states asking for more information on Ohio’s law so they
can use it as a model for their own legislation.

“The good news is, Ohio doesn’t keep underperforming
schools open. The bad news is, it hit Lighthouse,” says Marianne
Cooper, director of the Richland Academy of the Arts, the non-
profit community arts center in Mansfield, Ohio, that sponsors
Lighthouse. While the organization has closed the four other
charters it operated, it saw potential in Lighthouse because of
some of the same things that attracted and impressed Griffin.

“I love the way the classes are structured,” Griffin says of her
now second-grader’s experience. “The teachers that she has had
take those children in as their own.”

The personal attention has not translated into convincing data,
however. Lighthouse has struggled on state tests since it opened,
falling well below state and district averages. Over the past six
years, only about 31% of its students annually have reached
proficiency across all grades and subjects. In some cases, only
one student per class passed the exam.

Last year, every student demonstrated at least one year’s
worth of growth, according to state standardized tests, although
many remained below grade level in their performance.

Using that growth as a key argument, Principal Fannie Brown
plans to appeal the closure decision. However, the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education says the decision will not be overturned.

“While the school made some academic gains in the last
report-card period, it was simply not enough to surmount the
consequences of the closure law,” says Ohio Education Depart-
ment spokesman Patrick Gallaway.

If Lighthouse closes, as expected, it could represent the
beginning of a major change in the way charter schools operate.
Nationally, charter schools with low scores are only slightly more
likely to close than traditional schools with low scores, according
to a recent study by the Fordham Institute that examined char-
ters in 10 states. New data released by the Center for Education
Reform (CER), a pro-charter group, indicates that 15% of charter
schools have been shut down over the course of the charter
movement, which began two decades ago. But fewer than 200
of the 6,700 charters that have opened since 1992 were closed
down for academic reasons; the majority were shuttered due to
financial or mismanagement problems.

Jeanne Allen, CER’s president, says administrative problems
indicate that a school isn’t working long before test scores come
out; the center’s data, she says, shows that failing schools do get
shut down even without the new regulations. “The vast majority
succeed [and] stay open,” she says. “Those that don’t are closed
within a few short years before they can ever have any negative
impact on students.”
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Leaving ‘No Child’
law: Obama lets
10 states flee

By BEN FELLER AND KIMBERLY HEFLING

WASHINGTON — It could be the beginning
of the end for No Child Left Behind.

The goal was lofty: Get all children up to
par in math and reading by 2014. But the na-
tion isn't getting there, and now some states
are getting out.

In a sign of what's to come, President
Barack Obama on Thursday freed 10 states
from some of the landmark law’s toughest
requirements. Those states, which had to
commit to their own, federally approved
plans, will now be free, for example, to judge
students with methods other than test scores.
They also will be able to factor in subjects
beyond reading and math.

“We can combine greater freedom with
greater accountability,’ Obama said from the
White House. Plenty more states are bound to
take him up on the offer.

While many educators and many gover-
nors celebrated, congressional Republicans
accused Obama of executive overreach, and
education and civil rights groups questioned
if schools would be getting a pass on aggres-
sively helping poor and minority children —
the kids the 2002 law was primarily designed
to help.

The first 10 states to be declared free from
the education law are Colorado, Florida, Geor-
gia, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Minne-
sota, New Jersey, Oklahoma and Tennessee.
The only state that applied for the flexibility
and did not get it, New Mexico, is working
with the administration to get approval.

Twenty-eight other states, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico have signaled that
they, too, plan to flee the law in favor of their
own plans.

The government’s action on Thursday was
a tacit acknowledgement that the law’s main
goal, getting all students up to speed in read-
ing and math by 2014, is not within reach.

The states excused from following the
law no longer have to meet that deadline.
Instead, they had to put forward plans show-

February 10, 2012

ing they will prepare children for college
and careers, set new targets for improving
achievement among all students, reward the
best performing schools and focus help on
the ones doing the worst.

Obama said he was acting because Con-
gress had failed to update the law despite
widespread agreement it needed to be fixed.

“We've offered every state the same deal,”
Obama said.“If you're willing to set higher,
more honest standards than the ones that
were set by No Child Left Behind, then we're
going to give you the flexibility to meet those
standards.”

The executive action by Obama is one of
his most prominent in an ongoing campaign
to act on his own where Congress is rebuffing
him.

No Child Left Behind was one of President
George W. Bush’s most touted domestic
accomplishments, and was passed with wide-
spread bipartisan support in Congress. It has
been up for renewal since 2007. But lawmak-
ers have been stymied for years by compet-
ing priorities, disagreements over how much
of a federal role there should be in schools
and, in the recent Congress, partisan gridlock.

The law requires annual testing, and dis-
tricts were forced to keep a closer eye on how
students of all races were performing — not
just relying on collective averages. Schools
that didn't meet requirements for two years
or longer faced increasingly harsher conse-
quences, including busing children to higher-
performing schools, offering tutoring and
replacing staff.

Over the years, the law became increas-
ingly unpopular, itself blamed for many ills in
schools. Teachers and parents complained it
led to “teaching to the test.” Parents didn't like
the stigma of sending their kids to a school
labeled a failure when requirements weren't
met. States, districts and schools said the law
was too rigid and that they could do a better
job coming up with strategies to turn around
poor performance.

A common complaint was that the 2014
deadline was simply unrealistic.

As the deadline approaches, more schools
are failing to meet requirements under the
law, with nearly half not doing so last year,
according to the Center on Education Policy.
Center officials said that's because some
states today have harder tests or have high
numbers of immigrant and low-income chil-
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dren, but it’s also because the law requires
states to raise the bar each year for how
many children must pass.

The current law requires schools to use
standardized tests in math and reading to
determine student progress. The waivers
announced Thursday do not excuse states
from those requirements but instead give
them the freedom to use science, social
studies and other subjects in their measures
of student progress.

The 10 states also now can include scores
on college admission exams and other tests
in their calculation of how schools are per-
forming. They can be excused from penalties
included in the federal law but had to come
up with their own set of sanctions for low-
performing schools.

For example, Georgia will replace the law’s
pass-or-fail with a five-star rating system and
will use end-of-course tests and Advanced
Placement performance in its measure of
students.

In Oklahoma, schools are to be taken over
by the state if they consistently fail to meet
standards.

Kentucky — the first state to formally ask
the federal government to be excused from
some requirements when Gov. Steve Beshear
sent a letter to Washington last summer —
will use ACT college-entrance exams and
other assessments by that company in its
measures.

The schools still have to focus on the sub-
groups of students outlined in the federal
law, such as English language learners and
students with disabilities.

Not everyone applauded Thursday’s an-
nouncement.

While No Child Left Behind isn't perfect,
said Jeanne Allen, president of the Center
for Education Reform, it's thrown a valu-
able spotlight on problem schools. She said
giving districts and states more flexibility
“without firm consequence”is not reform.

“If school district power were the answer
to our education woes, our nation would be
soaring high above the rest of the world in
achievement. It is not, and it will not, until
our leaders — just as the people they serve
— face both rewards and sanctions for the
education systems they govern,” Allen said.



Center for
Education
Reform’s
report tallies
a national

average of 2.1

By FLORENCE AND
JOSEPH MCGINN

The Center for Education
Reform’s newly released
report, The Essential Guide to
Charter School Law: Charter
School Laws Across the States,
2012, is the center’s 13th an-
nual analysis of charter school-
related legal policy and issues.
The report documents current
conditions for effective laws
able to support the growth and
success of models of public,
charter schooling. The Charter
School Laws Across the States
report indicates the wide varia-
tions in charter school laws,
state by state, average out to

a national 2.1 GPA grade on
charter school policy, reveal-
ing a compelling need for
improvement, especially in
failing states.

District of Columbia and
29 states earn A, B, and C
scores

The national GPA of 2.1, es-
sentially a C grade on state
charter school laws, is a result
of analysis of 41 states and
the District of Columbia. The
final, national tally combines
state-earned scores of five A
grades, nine B grades, seven-
teen C grades, and a dismal
seven D grades and four F
grades.

Five states received a grade
of A in the Center for
Education Reform’s
Charter School Laws Across
the States, 2012, report:

District of Columbia
Minnesota

examiner.
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Indiana
Arizona
Michigan

Ten states received a grade
of B in the CER report on
charter school laws:

New York
California
Florida
Colorado
Utah
Missouri
Idaho
Pennsylvania
Louisiana
Ohio

Fifteen states received a
grade of B in the CER
report on charter school
laws:

Wisconsin
South Carolina
Delaware
Massachusetts
Georgia
Tennessee
New Mexico
Oregon

New Jersey
Nevada
Oklahoma
Maine

Texas

North Carolina
Illinois

Twelve states receive
deficient and failing scores

The states receiving a grade
of D were Arkansas, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire, Con-
necticut, Wyoming, Alaska,
Maryland, and Hawaii. Failing
states were Kansas, Iowa,
Virginia, and Mississippi.

Analysis made against
national benchmarks

The Center for Education
Reform’s 2012 report analyzes
each law against nationally
recognized benchmarks that
most closely dictate the impact
of charter school policies on
healthy, sustainable charter

schools. Categories ranked in
the 2012 Center for Education
Reform report include:

» the existence of multiple
independent authorizers

» number of schools allowed

* operational autonomy

« fiscal equity when compared
to their conventional public
school peers.

Components such as the
creation of multiple indepen-
dent authorizers and fiscal
equity can transform a state’s
educational culture. Lack of
components to ensure op-
erational freedom, equity and
alternate paths to authorizing
limit charter progress can lead
to contentious charter battles.

Charter schools are essential
part of national strategy

US Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan has stated,
“High-quality charter schools
have an important role to

play in the overall strategy

of successful school reform.”
When charters perform well,
US Secretary of Education
Duncan has indicated that
“high-quality charter schools
across the country are mak-
ing an amazing difference in
our children’s lives, especially
when charters in inner-city
communities are performing
as well, if not better, than their
counterparts in much wealthier
suburbs.” He has noted their
pivotal importance and suc-
cess, especially in serving a
“vulnerable student population
that is majority low-income”
with capacities that “exceed
the average academic perfor-
mance for all students in their
state.”

Reform progress is not even

The Center for Education
Reform’s President Jeanne
Allen states, “Charter
schools...are permitted in 41
states and the District of
Columbia... While some state
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laws are still as great as
intended when they were
created, many states, just like
schools that complain they are
forced to ‘teach to the test’
rather than deliver exceptional
education.”

Allen continues, “This should
be a wake up call to everyone...
Just having a law is not even
half the battle. Knowing how
to understand a law and imple-
ment it is the most essential act
anyone engaged in lawmak-
ing will ever undertake, and
this report is for and about the
hundreds of local, state and
national policymakers whose
pens and keyboards create

the laws that can transform

— or erect barriers to — true
educational progress for all
children.”

Debate continues

It should be stated that other
evaluations, based upon
different methodologies and
models exist, including work
done by strong agencies such
as the National Alliance for
Public Charter Schools. The
Center for Educational Reform
states in the introduction of its
Charter School Laws Across
the States, 2012, report that it
recognizes the work of other
agencies and invites debates
and discourse on its scorecard
and analysis.

Success is essential

It should not be surprising that
not all models succeed, but
despite obstacles, the path of
milestones met, continuous
evaluation, and ongoing im-
provement remains critical.
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PHILADELPHIA SCHOOLS ENVELOPED IN ANGER, FRUSTRATION

AMID AUSTERE BUDGET

By KATHY MATHESON

PHILADELPHIA -- The school system’s chief recovery officer was
trying to explain how broke the district is, but no one could hear him.

“Save our schools! Save our schools!”

More than 200 protesters had packed the Philadelphia school board
meeting and were drowning out the official presentation; they also waved
signs expressing “No confidence” in next year’s austere budget. It was the
second major demonstration at district headquarters in just over a week.

The City of Brotherly Love is boiling over with frustration. It’s not
just the $700 million in education cuts this past year. It’s not just a loss of
state aid, which led to a massive rally and 14 arrests. And it’s not just the
plan to close 40 of Philadelphia’s 249 schools within a year.

“For 10 years we've lived with promises that privatization and choice
options would be the magic bullet to a lot of the problems,” said par-
ent Helen Gym. “What we found is chasing after these silver bullets
has really drained schools of resources and starved them to the point of
dysfunction.”

Like many other cash-strapped urban districts, Philadelphia is trying
desperately to emerge from a quagmire of red ink and underachievement.
A state takeover in 2002 did little to eradicate the financial, academic and
violence problems that have plagued the schools for years.

Philadelphia badly lags the national average in reading and math
scores, ranking below even peer districts like New York, Houston and
Miami. About 61 percent of local students graduate from high school;
only 35 percent get a college degree.

Now, a new cadre of district leaders is determined to develop a fiscally
sustainable system of safe, high-quality schools for the city’s 146,000
students. Chief Recovery Officer Thomas Knudsen has proposed cutting
hundreds of central office jobs, creating management networks to oversee
schools, and shuttering dozens of old and depopulated buildings as more
students enroll in charter schools.

The response was swift — and angry.

Parents and teachers contend they had no input into such a drastic
overhaul. Students and community members fear school closures will
destroy neighborhoods and create blight. Public education advocates say
the district is privatizing a basic civil right.

Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City and St. Louis also turned to the private
sector in ultimately failed efforts to improve schools, said Diane Ravitch,
an education professor at New York University. There’s no evidence it will
succeed in Philadelphia, she said.

In fact, the city did try a similar approach 10 years ago, doling out 70
schools to education management organizations. But labor contracts
largely prevented the companies from hiring their own staft; few im-
provements were seen; and nearly all have left the district.

“Why are we trying this again?” Cathy Roccia-Meier, a visibly frus-
trated parent, said at a budget hearing last month.

West Philadelphia High School sophomore Alycia Duncan worries
that school closures could place students from rival neighborhoods in the
same building — with violent results. As it is, she said, troubled students

have no one to talk to because of a dearth of counselors.

“They don't really know from a student’s perspective what’s really go-
ing on,” Duncan, 15, said of district officials.

Some education reformers have praised aspects of Knudsen’s plan,
saying that decentralization will allow teachers and principals more
autonomy. Jeanne Allen, president of the Washington-based Center for
Education Reform, described the proposal as long overdue and perhaps
not bold enough.

“This should be a reinvention of how kids enroll, how we hire people
to serve them, how we serve the community in general,” Allen said.

Still, school commissioners heard boos and catcalls at a May 31 meet-
ing as they approved the first step in the overhaul: A pared-down, $2.5
billion budget that even Chief Academic Officer Penny Nixon described
as “bare bones” and “not adequate for the children that we serve.”

“We still do not have enough nurses, counselors, librarians, arts and
music programs, sports, and support staff,” Nixon said.

Nurses, in fact, have picketed weekly outside district offices since
nearly 50 were laid off in December. They say the cuts endanger students,
whose medications are now often dispensed by staff with no medical
training.

District leaders stress the overhaul proposal is still being refined. At
the meeting, they tried to tell the raucous crowd that students are suffer-
ing for the financial sins of previous administrators, as well as cuts in aid,
rising costs and a weak economy.

But it was hard to hear their defense above the chanting.

“They say cut back, we say fight back! They say cut back, we say fight
back!”

The passion in the room left Gym, perhaps the district’s most outspo-
ken activist, at an uncharacteristic loss for words as she stood to address
the commissioners. Her voice faltered briefly before launching into the
eloquent and hard-charging criticism for which she is known.

Afterward, Gym said she was overcome by the emotion overflow-
ing from the broad coalition of students, parents, teachers, district staff,
clergy, union leaders and residents.

“It’s a real last stand around public education,” Gym said. “And to have
all these people come out ... was, I thought, just incredibly powerful.”
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Michigan City
Outsources All
of Its Schools

Highland Park Turns Over
Troubled Operations to
For-Profit Charter Firm

By STEPHANIE BANCHERO And MATTHEW
DOLAN

HIGHLAND PARK, Mich.—The public school
district in this hard-luck city has come up with
a radical answer for its troubled education
system: It is outsourcing all of it.

Highland Park School District, one of the
state’s lowest-performing academically, says
it will turn over its three schools and nearly
1,000 students to a private, for-profit charter
school company—the second district in
Michigan to take such a drastic step to avert
financial collapse.

The abrupt news last week sparked
concern—and in some cases, relief— from
parents and other residents who packed
a Wednesday night meeting in the faded
industrial city, which is nearly surrounded by
Detroit.

The parents came to hear from the charter
company, Leona Group LLC, which prom-
ises to improve the learning environment
and boost student performance in a district
where only 22% of third graders passed
state reading exams last school year and just
10% passed math. The results were even
worse for high-schoolers: About 10% were
proficient in reading, and none in math.

“I have a lot of questions, but I'm hope-
ful that it will turn out for the best,” Cynthia
Gresham, a school volunteer and parent of
an incoming senior at Highland Park Commu-
nity High School, said at the meeting.

Districts nationwide are trying radical
approaches to shake up financially and
academically troubled schools, including
dismissing the entire staff or turning several
schools over to outside groups to run.

A few districts in Georgia have converted
into charter districts in an effort to get out
from under state class-size and teacher-
salary schedules. In those cases, the district
administration generally remains in place and
oversees schools, but each school creates
a council of teachers and parents that make
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hiring and budget decisions. New Orleans
has taken one of the most extreme ap-
proaches by converting most of its schools
to charters and allowing students to use
state-funded vouchers to attend private
schools.

Charter schools—public schools run by
outside entities using taxpayer funds—are
free from many administrative constraints,
including union contracts, and typically spend
less than traditional schools per student.

Proponents say the move could offer a
lifeline to other school districts in crisis. In
2011, 48 of Michigan's 793 districts ran
deficits that totaled $429 million, compared
with 18 districts with $59 million in combined
deficits in 2004-2005, according to the most
recent state data.

“This could be the new model for public
education,” said Jeanne Allen, president of
the Center for Education Reform, a national
research and advocacy group that supports
school choice. “It stands to be a lab of in-
novation where people can see that thinking
outside the box is not so scary.”

But opponents say the plan is designed
to kil off unions and lacks the public’s input.
“Where’s the accountability to the com-
munity?” asked Katrina Henry, president of
American Federation of Teachers union Local
684, which represents the district’s teachers.

Highland Park decided to privatize its
schools after years of enrollment decline,
poor fiscal stewardship and allegations that
a board member stole more than $125,000
by submitting false invoices; the charges
against the member are pending.

During the 2010-2011 school year, the
district spent $16,508 per student. By com-
parison, Michigan districts on average spent
$9,202 per pupil that year. In the process,
Highland Park ran up an $11.3 million deficit
over its $18.9 million school budget.

The district got itself into financial trouble,
in part, because it didn't cut staff as fast as
its enrollment declined along with the city’s
population, leaving it with higher per-pupil
expenditures, said Joyce Parker, who, under
a controversial state law, was appointed dis-
trict emergency manager in May by Republi-
can Gov. Rick Snyder.

“The financial problems were immense and
we had to look at nontraditional ways to get
the district back on track,” said Ms. Parker,
who has full control of the district and made
the decision to convert to a charter after rul-
ing out a merger with a neighboring district.

Under the plan, the district will be hived off
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into an education arm with a separate, three-
member board appointed by Ms. Parker to
oversee the contract with Leona Group, the
charter-school company.

The district will remain as an entity run by
Ms. Parker to pay off its debt of about $5
million, using local property taxes that cur-
rently go to run the schools.

Phoenix-based Leona will receive $7,110
per pupil in state funding, plus an as-yet-
undetermined amount of federal funds for
low-income and special education students.
In addition, the Highland Park district will pay
Leona a $780,000 annual management fee.

Unions have been sidelined after the
district's entire professional staff was laid
off, as allowed by the state emergency law,
but teachers can apply for jobs with Leona.
Leona has budgeted about $36,000 a year
for Highland Park teachers on average,
the company said—compared with almost
$65,000 a year the teachers received in the
2010-11 school year.

In a typical school it takes over, Leona
has hired back about 70% of the teachers,
the company said. Leona also will lease the
Highland Park district’s buildings.

Under the five-year contract with Leona,
the new city charter board will monitor the
company’s progress in improving student
performance.

Leona runs 54 schools in five states.
Students in almost half of them fail state aca-
demic benchmarks. But of its 22 Michigan
schools, 19 meet the mark, Leona officials
said.

Leona Chief Executive William Coats said
the company had no incentive to cut corners
in Highland Park. “As we build equity, we give
that back to the schools,” he said during
Wednesday's meeting when an audience
member raised doubts about the for-profit
approach. “We're trying to manage this so
you [the district] stay in business.”

Highland Park is where Henry Ford opened
his first assembly line and Chrysler Corp.
built its original headquarters. It has suffered
the same ills as Detroit, its larger neighbor:
an exodus of auto jobs, depressed housing
stock and a surge in crime.
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Charter School
Known for Rigor
Comes to DC

By OLGA KHAZAN

Most school leaders say they strive to reach high stan-
dards. A public charter school has arrived in the District
with a distinctive brand of academic rigor.

Sixth-graders at the school, Basis D.C., take phys-

ics and Latin. Fifth-graders read “Beowulf.” After
they wrap up their minimum six Advanced Placement
classes, Basis high school students can tackle organic
chemistry and game theory.

The D.C. branch of Basis starts Aug. 27. This week,
students are being drilled in study skills, reading and
math in the school’s new Penn Quarter building as part
of a voluntary two-week boot camp.

In a math prep session, teacher Robert Biemesder-

fer gave a class of mostly fifth- and sixth-graders 15
seconds to complete a row of multiplication problems.
Mental math ability, Biemesderfer said, atrophies over
the summer. “And by the way,” he said, “can anyone
tell me what ‘atrophy’ means?”’

Behind him, a PowerPoint slide read “Nothing half-
way,” which is a Basis aphorism, along with “It’s cool
to be smart” and “Walk with purpose.”

The two-week program aims to prepare students to per-
form at the level of their counterparts in Arizona, where
Basis began. There, school officials say, a high share
of graduates score high enough on tests to be ranked as
“AP Scholars With Distinction” and many are National
Merit scholars.

“I like the way they teach; it’s interactive,” said Anna-
dora Garner, a rising fifth-grader. “Some of the math is
hard, but I think it will get easier.”

Mary Siddall, a Basis mom who spearheaded the effort
to bring the school to the District, said everything is
hard at Basis.

“We believe everything that’s worth achieving requires
hard work,” Siddall said.

Basis was launched in 1998 in Tucson by educators
Olga and Michael Block, who believed a traditional
middle school curriculum wasn’t strong enough for
their daughter. Basis has eight campuses in Arizona;
those in Tucson and Scottsdale are ranked among the
nation’s most challenging by Washington Post educa-
tion columnist Jay Mathews and have drawn praise
from other analysts.

The Blocks and other Basis advocates say the schools
show how to help U.S. students catch up to those in
high-performing countries such as Finland and South
Korea.

Basis students who don’t pass a comprehensive exam
at the end of each year are required to repeat the grade.
Teachers receive bonuses for each student who gets a 4
or 5, the top score, on an AP test.

The school hires teachers who have advanced degrees
in their field but not necessarily a teaching license. The
Blocks chose the District in part because the city does
not require public charter school teachers to have a
D.C. teaching license.

Of course, Basis doesn’t have a monopoly on high
standards. Plenty of regular and charter schools aim to
stretch students academically. But Basis is known for
a teaching style that stresses hard work and depth of
knowledge.

“There’s a tendency in education that we somehow
have to make it entertaining for kids,” said Jeanne
Allen, president of the Center for Education Reform,

a D.C. group that advocates school choice. “The Basis
philosophy is that it can be exhilarating to learn a great
amount of knowledge.”
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Debate Revs Up Around Closing
Low-Achieving Charter Schools

By Sea Cavanagh
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Reformers
see things
differently
than striking
teachers do

By Bius Burnmarr
AND DMANE FADD

Trilning rigorters

Twoissues being cited as
primary sturmbling blocks
trs i Chicagn teachers con-
ract are & recall policy for
tenchers amd a teacher
evalantion systeme Both k-
fect job security for teach-
ers and are part of larger
efforts to overhaul schools
in the ebty and natlonally
Teacher recall policy

The Chicago Teachsors
Uiniom is pushing hard for a
procedure o recall teach-
ers whio have been baid off
because of school closings,
consalidations and turn-
arpunds. The bswe B of
critical importance, the
union has said, bocaese of
rumors the district plans w
close as many as 100
schoals in coming years.

Earlier thizs wear, CPS
amd the union sruck a deal

change for the unbon agree-
mng to an extra 30 minutes
in high schools and 75
minutes in  elementary
schoals, CPS agread to re-
hire nearly 500 teachers in
nopcore subjects from a
pood of teachers who had
been laid off
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The distmics, however,
has resisted making such a
recall policy the permament
methad bor hlling vacam-
ches in Chicago schiools,

“Teachers I this city
agrecd o A bonger day ..
and what our unbon got i
return for that was a prom-
ise there would be a recall
procedurne for those peach-
ers who are going to be
hired," said Jesse Sharkes,
vice president of CTIL
“Mow we see that offer is
being taken away from the
tahle, amd thers s no sign of
respect there, That's im-
portant far our membsers ™

Mmmr Rahm Emanuel
has sxid he doesn't want to
place the dstrict's hirng
comtrel in the hands of the
unlon through swch a recall
Process,

“I dom's believe I should
plek e I dont believe
CP3 should pick '=m, 1
don't believe the CTU lesd-
ership should pick “em”
Emanuel said Mondsy of
hiring teschers. “If we're
going to hold our local
principals in the school
accountable for gettng the
results we need, they nead
o pick the best qualified.™

Iti the distriet’s latest
proposal, CPS  teachers
whise schools are closed
wiubd be eligible for va-

_25_

cancies at the school that
takes in the transferred
students, If there are no
vacancies, the teachers
would have thres opticms: a
three-month  lump-sum
severance, five m in a
“resssigned  teacher pool”
oF @ spm in a "qtl-&]l'l%]
teac

weonnld {'nnl.'lt tl‘rl.‘-ﬂ' teach-
ers o an interview and an
explanasion if they are not
hired,

The CPS offer alsa pro-
vides options for teachers
displaced for otler reasons,
mehading tumarounds o
phaseoas,

Jeanpe Allen srecident
of the Washmeton, T
hinsad Center for Education
Teform, sawd recall policies
dn nat encoernge improve-
ment or within
sehoal districts bot rther a
status quo that has mever
hdn:num.]mwe-memmedu-
cating chilbdre

But the re-a-:'}u-rs uniom
has countered that irs
members des=rre ns mech

job security as possible.

Mh-lz ratings

Teacher contract
tiations often come ﬁi
o money and benehts, so
parents might be wonder-
ing how employes evalu-
ations became a stumbling



‘Parent Power’
film stirs hopes of
education reform
activists

By STEPHANIE SIMON

* Film spearheads movement to give
parents greater control

* Eliminating tenure for veteran teach-
ers controversial goal

* Powerful teachers’ unions in move-
ment’s crosshairs

Education reform film “Won't Back Down
opened Friday to terrible reviews - and
high hopes from activists who expect the
movie to inspire parents everywhere to
demand big changes in public schools.

"

The drama stars Maggie Gyllenhaal as

a spirited mother who teams up with a
passionate teacher to seize control of
their failing neighborhood school, over
the opposition of a self-serving teachers
union.

Reviewers called it trite and dull, but
education reformers on both the left and
right have hailed the film as a potential
game-changer that could aid their fight
to weaken teachers’ unions and inject
more competition into public education.

Private foundations, nonprofit advo-
cacy groups and the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce have pumped more than

$2 million into advocacy efforts tied to
“Won’t Back Down,”including 30-second
ads, promotional bookmarks, websites,
private screenings and a six-month,
cross-country discussion tour that will
keep the film in circulation long after it
leaves theaters.

Their goal: To attract new foot soldiers
who will help them fight for legislation
that allows parents to seize control of
local schools, as dramatized in the film;
eliminates tenure protections for veteran
teachers; and opens the door for more
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competition to neighborhood schools in
the form of charters, which are publicly
funded but privately run.

“This movie has the potential to be one
of the most transformative vehicles in
the history of education reform,” said Ben
Austin, a longtime Democratic activist.

Austin now runs Parent Revolution,
which promotes “parent trigger” laws al-
lowing parents unhappy with struggling
schools to take control, fire teachers and
bring in private management. His organi-
zation is holding 35 private screenings
of “Won't Back Down”"in states from
Georgia to Utah to New York over the
next month to rally more parents to the
cause.“This movie is telling a story that's
relevant to hundreds of thousands of
parents across America,” Austin said.

Union leaders, for their part, have
slammed the movie as a propaganda
film that bears little resemblance to
reality. Randi Weingarten, president of
the American Federation of Teachers, has
called it “egregiously misleading”and
complained that several scenes seemed
designed for “the sole purpose of un-
dermining people’s confidence in public
education, public school teachers and
teacher unions’”

Parent groups that support teachers’
unions have organized protests outside
some screenings. And they've been glee-
fully posting negative reviews of “Won't
Back Down” on Facebook and Twitter.

PUSH FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS

So far, the reform coalition has ignored
the bad reviews and pushed ahead with
their marketing efforts.

The drive to capitalize on the movie
grows out of lingering disappointment
within the education reform community
over the last major film to carry their
message, the documentary “Waiting for

m

‘Superman!

Produced by Walden Media, which is
also behind “Won’t Back Down," the
documentary chronicled dysfunction
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in urban schools and the desperation
of parents trying to find alternatives for
their children.

“Waiting for ‘Superman” was well-
received and widely viewed, thanks to
backing by the Gates Foundation. But
activists hoping for a big boost from the
film were disappointed.

“We didn't feel we captured anyone,”
said Matt David, a consultant to Michelle
Rhee, former chancellor of Washington
D.C. public schools and a major figure

in the reform movement. Many viewers
walked out angry at the public school
system, he said, but had no way to chan-
nel that emotion into action.

This time, Rhee is moving quickly to
provide a channel. Her advocacy group,
StudentsFirst, has bought 30-second ads
to run before showings of “Won't Back
Down”in 1,500 theaters and sponsored
marketing efforts to drive viewers to

her website. That website has been
revamped to feature an “action center”
where people moved by the film can sign
up to join StudentsFirst, view short vid-
eos about its agenda (including one from
comedian and newly appointed board
member Bill Cosby), and share their own
experiences with public schools.

The Center for Education Reform'’s
website urges viewers to launch their
own charter schools to compete with
public schools.“You don't need a PhD or
a teaching degree to start a school,” the
center’s website advises. "Remember,
you can do it now." The most enduring
campaign linked to the film may be the
six-month “Breaking the Monopoly of
Mediocrity” tour arranged by the Institute
for a Competitive Workforce, an affiliate
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

Drawing on a $1.2 million grant from the
Daniels Fund, the group plans to stage
private screenings and discussion forums
for business and civic leaders in cities
from Memphis, Tennessee, to El Paso, Tex-
as, to Trenton, New Jersey. The American
Federation of Teachers is countering with
its own series of town hall meetings and
workshops across the country designed
to present teachers - and unions - as
natural allies of parents seeking to better
their schools.
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Schools strike shows union opposition growing

W .
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With Chicago’s wely strike be-
hind them, teachers unions are
regrouplng with a public rela-
tions blite, meant to bath fe-
pair a tarnished image and rally
members who are under more
fire than ever.

The American Federation of
Teachers (AFT), the parent or-
ganization of the Chicago Teach-
ers Undon, will hold woowmn halls,
workshops and other events in
the coming weeks in Mew York,
Philadelphla and nearly a dosen
other major cities, the labor
group announcesd Sept. 21

The move, analysis say, shos
that unkons anent backing down
after the Chacagn alrike, which
lasted more than o week and
grew ot of a bitter battle with
Mayor Rahm Emanuel over
teacher evaluations, salaries and
oither issues.

Rather than unbons' Waterloo,
the Chicago walkow [ikely was
a precursor of things o come,

“Unless the balance of power
changes, there will be another
sirike” wadd Jeanne Allen, presi-
dent of the Center for Education
Reform and critic of teschers
undons. “Just becawse [Chicagn]
was the frst sirike ina while does
nit mean they'ne less interested
in sticking to their guns, ... Its
nint el 1o the point where there's
oulrage [amoang the publie] w
spark a revolution aginst this”

The strike was first time in
muore than 25 years that Windy
City teae hoeers: wvalkesd odT the job.
The standaff with Mr. Emanuel,a
former chief of staff for President
Obama, was resolved with con-
cessions from both skdes,

Teachers will get an average
1% percent pay raise, signifi-
cantly less than the 30 percent

hike initially sought, over the
niext four years. The union suc-
cessfully foughi off Mr. Emanu-
ells efforts to have student test
soores count for as much as 45
percent of eacher cvalustions,
negatiating the number down
tx no higher than 30 percent,
according to terms of the deal,

Teachers also sucoseded in
resisting merit pay and main-
taining seniority systems, while
Mir. Emanue] pushed through an
extended school day and year.

Labur may not have gogten all
it wanted in the deal, bt it still
views the outcaome In Chicago as
a viclary and an opportumity o
reinforce its control over public
education.

“Whar's lsppened In Chicago
has changed the conversation
and shaven that, by communities
uniting and acting collectively,
wir can tramsform our schoals
and guarantee every chikl the
high-quality public edwcation
he or she deserves! sakd AFT
President Randi Weingarten.
“Mow bei's hope this ums the
page toa new chapter in educa-
ticn reform”

Bullding public support is
crucks) o tischers unions” long-
berm strategy for two reasons,
Cme, stabes and local govern-
mcrilts sienply can't afford to push
threugh controversial reforms
— swchas Mr, Emanuels teacher
evaluation effort, backed by the
Ohama admindstrathbon — by of
fering lucrative pay increaies.

T, the Democratic Party
pow inclodes 3 number of voioes
openly opposed to the power of
uAioneE,

“Peaple lave shomt memorics.
Everybody will get over [the
Chicago sirike]. The problem
is this 15 ust a tercible dime
for unions,” said Terry M. Moe,
an educational policy scholar
and senbor fellow ar Stanford
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Universitys Hoover Institution
“The financial crisis has made
life very difficult for them be-
cause disgricts and states ane
strapped, But the deeper thing is
areformist movement within the
Democratic Parry. ... The fact is,
there area mumber of Dempcrats
who are increasingly willing to
stand up to these unions.”

Lios Angeles Mayor and Dem-
ocrt Antomio Villaraigosa, for
example, offered strong words af
suppoart for Me Emanuel during
the sirike. Farmer Washington,
I Magyar Adrian M. Fenty, also
a Democrat, did the same,

At the federal level, President
Clbama, while still relying on the
AFT and the Mational Education
Association for grass-Toots po-
litbeal suppont and organizstion,
has caken steps apposed by labos.,

The presidents signature
Race to the Top initistive pro-
mided tescher evaluation meth-
ol tied o student test scoses.
Unions have vehemently op-
posed such efforts.

Groups such as Democrats
for Education Reform continue
fi ero in stature and infloence,
and are amang the loudest critics
of the power that teachers unioms
have over education palicy in
the L15,

Public-sector labor groups
aluo have come under attack by
governors, mosd notably Wis-
consin's Scott Walker, 2 Repub-
lican. He successfully eliminated
miost of the collective-bargain-
ing rights for weachers, though
# judge has thrown out most of
those changes. Mr Walker has
vorwed to appeal.

As a place to make a stand
against that tide, labor saw Chi-
capgn as a natural choboe, said
Jusgin Wilson, managing directar
of the Center for Union Facts

“Wou've got a different sed
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Johns Hopkins redevelops
surrounding area. school

EY NICK ANDERSON

BALTIMORE — The renowned
Johns Hopkins University medi-
cal eampus looms over East Balti-
more like a fortress on & hill. On jts
northern edge lies a humble
neighborhood of rowhouses
weithered by decades of crims,
poverty and decay

The research powerhouse in
health sciences was long seen as
indifferent to the social ills fester-
ing onits doorstep, or as powerless
b cure them. That view echoes in
citles acrosa the country whese
universities thrive next to slums.

But Hopkins is seeking to engi-
nexr the revival of a hage sewath of
East Ealtimore throwgh an 88-
acre redevelopment project that
Includes taking over a struggling
public school. It is unusnal for an
clite university to dive so deeply
into wrban sbecation and redesel-

KIS CONTINUED O ALS
opmentat the sme time,

The elementary and middle
schoal, which Hopkins operates
and subsidizes, is scheduled to
mowe from its temporary neigh-
borhood location into a nearby,
newly constrected campus this
year acouphe blocks from the med-
lcal complex, where it will reboot
under the uoniversitys brand
iLme.

The hope here is that the Hen-
dersan-Hopking School will lupe
working-class famiiles to a place
that once drove them away. The
university has an inherent self-in-
terest: Safety and prosperity on its
borders will make the medical
campus more attractive for stu-
dents and faculty.

“They knew that a school was
ome of the things this neighbor-
il meseeds,” siandd Betty Carlos, 66,
whose danghier Gift is in thied
grade at the school and grandson
Exrin is in fourth grade. “You can't
ask people to move inko thess
S200,000 houses amnd not have a
good school *

Carlos, a lifclong resident of
East Balti more, said she was angry
when forcesd out of her home a few
vears agn o make way for the
redevelopment, which has been
underway now for a decade. That
friction =51l echoes here from time
to time when skepics ask exactly
haovey minch the project has helped
the community. Offickals say that
they have tracked and aided hon-
dreds of displaced familics and
that the school will give their chil-
dren enrollment priority.

Carlos sald she and her daugh-
ter Michelle, a cook at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital, are thinking of
buying a house in the mdevelop-
ment zone She said Hopkins
won't let the schwool fail. “They'll
do everything they can to not be
shamed.”

For generations, colleges have
worked with public schodls to fi-
cilitate teacher training and edu-
catbon research. But in recent
times, relatively few major univer-
sities hape invested their brand in
a modern urban school to the ex-
tent Hopking has, Ohstacles o
suecess are high, and the task can
e hard to square with a8 univer-
sity's mission,

The University of Pennsylvanin
gave s mame and fnancial sup-
port toan asclaimed public school
knowmn as Penn Alexander that in
the past decade has helped reju-
venate west Philadelphia, Stan-
ford University overssss a charter
high school in East Palp Alto,
Callf., but was forced toshut down
acompanion elementary school in
2000 amind debate abomrt its per-
formance.

“It's risky " acknowledped Susan
H. Fuhrman, president of Teach-
ers College at Columbia Univer-
sity, which recently put its name
on i Mew York public schoal.
“With heightened acconntability,
you are on the line for stedent
achieverment. But il every univer-
ity i an urban setting did thia, it
would be a huge bopst We're
neighbors, and we have an obliga-
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thon."

Mationwide, the Center for Edu-
cation Reform counts about 50
charter schools with close oniver-
sity partnerships.

In the Washington region,
Howard Undwerabty lannched the
Howard University Middle School
of Mathematics and Science, a
charter school, on its Northwest
Washington campus in 2005, The
University of Maryland is bvalved
with a charter school to open in
College Park in August. George
Mason University plans to open a
srall sehood-wathin-a-school —
the Fatriot Innovation Academy —
in September at Lake Braddock
Secondary School in Fairtax Coun-
ty. Geonge Washington University
has close ties with School Without
Walls, a selective InC. public kigh
schonl on its Foggy Bottom cam-
pus, although it does not non it.

Hopkins President Ronald J,
Danieds, in an interview on the
miain campus in north Baltimaore,
said the university must shoulder
miore responsibdlity for the wel-
fare of a city of 610,000 that has
been its home sinee 1876

A former provost at U-Penn,
Daniels ¢ites the vy League unl-
veraity's work in rebuilding west
Philadelphia a5 a model. He has
pushed Hopking to despen its en-
gagement with East Baltimore
gince he arrived here in 2009,
“We've really elevated 1t to a high-
er lewel™ he said. “There was a
perception that we weren't doing
iull that wee could be daing”

In the neighborhood

Ome Hopkins official who helps
overser the East Baltimore school
is combating that perception, tak-
ing a direct personal stake in the
project.

David Andrews, dean of the
school of education st Hopkins,
recently took two ahandoned rose-
houses an Exet Chase Streat — in
the redevelopment zone —
knocked down walls and renovat-
ed the property as a thres-story
home for himself. He wanted to
understand the arsa Henderson-
Hopkins will serve,

Andrews, 56, his wife, Marti, 59,
and their dog. Lola, & Tvear-old
Weimaraner, moved in last March,
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New Front in Charter Schools

In Massachusetts, a Pair of Demoerats Push to Lift Restrictions in Some Districts

By Jenwirer LeviTz

BOSTON-—Massachusetts law-
makers are considering eliminat-
ing & cap om the menber of charter
schools that can operate in the
kowiest-performing schoal districs,
including here in the capital city.

While other states alse have
welghed Hfting caps, charter ad-
vocates point to left-leaming Mas-
sachusetts as a somewhat un-
likaly modeal for the mowement.
“This demonstrates that charter
schoals are a viable reform.” sakl
Nina Rees, president of the Na-
tional Allianee for Public Charter
Lchools, 8 nonprofit aimed st ad-
vancing the movement. “Tf it cam
happen In Massachasetts, it can
happen amywhere,”

Charter schools receive public
funiling but, unfike public schoals,
employ mestly nomanion teachers
amnad hiave automomy n school dis-
tricts, which allows them to set
their own canditbors, such as lan-
ger school days. They have long
heen embmeed by Republicans for
introducing chalee in edwcation,
but have been assailed by some
teacher umions and oLhers as
hurting traditional pablic schoals.

The Massachusetts legislation
to end the cap was proposad by
Democrats, state Sen, Barry Fine-
godd and Rep, Russell Holmes, 1t
woilld abolish all caps on charter
schools and charter-scheal spend-
ing In 28 low-performing school
districts, inchuding Boston,

The 10T000-member Masa-
chusetts Teachers Aszoriation =
likely to oppose the hill, said
union president Paul Toser. Under
sitate law, schools" fumding is
linkied to the number af atbending
students, so charter schools divert
much-needed fumds from tradi-
tional schaols, be sald

Natiomally, about 20 states
hawe Laws limiting the expansion
af charter schools, according to
the Cemter for Edweation Beform.
a group that advocates for char-
ter schools, Hawaii, Idaho amd

Missouri lifted caps last year

Massachuseils' current limit on
charter schools statewide is 120,
with 76 now in operation, Stabe
law also caps districts” net school
spending on charter tuitiom to 8%
in underperforming districts and
&% in others. Statewide, charter
groaps say there are 45000 appli-
carts on walting lsts, thowgh that
number may include shadents whoe
apply to multipe schoals,

Mr. Finegold, the hill's sponsar
and the som of public-schoal
teachers, sald his motivation
sprang from conversations with
parents in Lawrence, part of his
district northwest of HBoston,
where the struggling school dis-
trict was taken over by the state
in 20il. The state has since
brought in charter operators o
rum two low-performing schools,
amd parents tokd him, “we'd be out
of here” had that not happenesd,
Mr. Finegold said. “0mne thing 1
don't think peaple realize—char-
ter schools are keeping a bot of
the middle dss in cities,” he sl

A coalitice of charter advocates,
charitable leaders amd business
groupe—including the Ploness In-
stitute, g free-market Boston think
tank—are pushing for the hill. But
it has plenty of critics. The popular
liberal Massachusetts blog Blue
Mass Group wrote recently that
litiead future” hawing “taken the
lend for school privatization”

In the Democratic-controlled
legislature, the prospects for the
hill, which was only recently un-
virilesl, arent yeb clear. Gow, Deval
Fatrick, & Democrat and supporter
of charter schools, declined to
camment oh the leglslation. His
point persan on the ssoe, Mitchell
Chester, the state's commissioner
of elementary and secondary edu-
cation, said he would consider
ralsing the cap, but perhaps n
three wears. Massachusetts is now
adding new charter schools “in-
crementally amd in 8 way that
makes sense” Mr, Chester said,

Because other states ook to
Massachusetts—where students
overall routinely rank at the top
of national and internatbonal
tests—for lessons on academic
achievement and innovation, the
Bay States polices on charter
schools are being  followed
closely, former Florida education
commissioner Gerard Bobinson
told charmer adwocates gathered
in Boston recently.

Matiarally, charter schoals are
educating maore than 2.3 millkon
stucents im the 20012-13 schood
year, 275/000 more than last year,
the largest single-year jumgp sinoe
the movement began 20 years
agn, acearding to the Natkonal Al-
liance for Charter Schools.

Miore than 31000 Massachi-
setts  studemts attend charter
sehioals, an increase of 20% in the
past four years. Parents ke Tord
Willis, a widow who moved her 17-
year-pld son, Asante Sandiford,
from A traditional Boston public
school o City on & Hill charter
seionl three vears ago, are drawm
o the fonas on college preparation
Al mmeEnmeTs. Asante st mick B
his shirt, and he shakes hands
with the headmaster each dagy,

Unlike mweamy other states, adwe-
cates say, Massachusetts' gowver-
reance gystem designates state ed-
weation  officials a5 soke
autharizers of independently man
charter schools, cverruling local
mayars and unions,

“We set a high bar for wheat it
takes o get 4 charter. We watch
thiem closely, and we exil thase
charters that don't measure up,”
said Mr. Chaster,

Massachusetts ranks s
schoals from Level Ome, the high:
es5t, 0 Level Five based on aca-
demic achievement, graduation
and dropout rates. This year, 59%
of charter schoals in the state
were Level Ome, compared with
3% of non-charter schools.

In a maowe belng watched ma-
ticmally, Massachusetts has hegun
enlisting s best eharter-schood
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Lively debate in
WA House panel
on charter schools

By DONNA GORDON BLANKINSHIP

BELLEVUE, Wash. — Despite the snow
and ice, dozens of people managed to

bring a variety of perspectives on charter
schools to the state Legislature this week.

More than 20 people - including parents
and teachers on both sides of the issue

- came to Olympia on Friday to express
their opinions about House Bill 2428
before the House Education Committee.
The Senate Education Committee held a
similarly snow-challenged but lively hear-
ing on Wednesday.

On Friday, many expressed concerns
about the proposal taking money away
from traditional public schools. The bill
does have an expected cost to the state and
school districts, but mostly for administra-
tion of one part of the proposal that would
create a new statewide school district to
be used to take over failing schools and
operate them like independent charters.
This part of the proposal would be run by
the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

Charters are public schools that run inde-
pendently from district controls, but are
instead governed by a multi-year perfor-
mance contract that requires proof that a
school is improving student achievement.

Some people testifying Friday wor-

ried about whether the state was doing
everything it could to make a difference
for the lowest achieving students and said
some said they thought avoiding charters
would be a mistake. The primary sponsor,
Rep. Eric Pettigrew, D-Seattle, spoke with
particular passion on this point.

“There has to be something done now,”
Pettigrew said after listing all the ways his
home school district is failing kids includ-
ing the drop-out rate, the achievement gap
among kids from different ethnic groups
and African American kids doing worse
than African immigrants.

January 20, 2012

Pettigrew, who was raised by a single
mom who didn’t go to high school in a
poor area of Los Angeles, says education
saved his life.

“I think there are a lot more Eric Pet-
tigrews we are leaving on the table every
day,” he said.

Many shades between pro and con came
to light. For example, some said charters
would be unfair because they would help
such a small percentage of the state’s
school population. Others suggested get-
ting rid of state rules that stifle innovation
at every public school, not just for charter
schools.

Lillian Ortiz-Self from the Washington
State Commission on Hispanic Affairs
spoke against the charter schools bill,
saying it does not answer the constitu-
tional requirement for free and appropriate
education for all.

“We cannot afford to let our public school
system off the hook,” she said, acknowl-
edging that some charters work well for a
few kids, but others do not. “We can-

not afford to leave some of our children
behind.”

Catherine Ahl of the League of Women
Voters also spoke in opposition to the
proposal. She objected mostly to the way
some private boards would take over the
education of some public school students.

She said her organization led the opposi-
tion to charter schools each of the three
times Washington voters turned down the
idea in the past because the group wants
representative government overseeing the
spending of tax dollars.

“If all it takes (to improve schools) is do-
ing away with rules and regulations that
all of you passed, then do away with them
for everybody,” Ahl said.

Washington is one of eight states without
charter schools, according to the Center
for Education Reform, an advocacy group
that supports charters. The other states are
Alabama, Kentucky, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota and West
Virginia.
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Washington voters rejected initiatives
calling for charter schools in 1996, 2000
and 2004. The Legislature rejected charter
bills on several other occasions before they
reached the ballot.

Lucinda Young of the Washington Edu-
cation Association, the state’s largest
teacher’s union, joined a chorus of people
saying existing public schools could do a
much better job with more money.

Several national studies were mentioned
during the testimony, but the same infor-
mation was used by different people to
promote testimony on opposing sides.

Dan Steele of the Washington Association
of School Administrators said his group
opposes the charter schools proposal and
still considers the idea an untested experi-
ment.

“There have been many charter schools
that have been miserable failures and we
don’t consider them to be worth the risk,”
Steele said.

Robin Lake, who is an education re-
searcher at the University of Washington
but spoke as a parent with kids in Seattle
Public Schools, talked about the dozens of
urban school districts successfully partner-
ing with charter management organization.

She said the rigorous studies on charter
schools over the past 20 years show that
they persistently outpace traditional public
schools in raising student achievement in
low income areas.

“We need to act with urgency. Given the
challenges ahead of us, we need all hands
on deck,” she said. “After 20 years, I
think charter schools have a proven track
record.”
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Are you ready to allow the Legislature
access to local education funds in pursuit
of greater school choice?

by MAUREEN DOWNEY

To mark National School Choice
Week, the Center for Education
Reform has held daily webinars on
choice issues. Today, the center’s
director Jeanne Allen speculated on
the future of choice in states, only
mentioning Georgia in passing for
its special education voucher and
private school scholarships.

Allen said two main factors deter-
mine state success in expanding
school choice through vouchers and
more charter schools: There has to be
a“strong actor in the state, someone
who wakes up every morning with

a fire in the belly bound and deter-
mined to get it done.”

Second, Allen said there must be
“friends on the ground,” strong grass-
roots groups to “show the Legislature
that there is support and to cover the
back of that actor.”

| am not sure if we have that “strong
actor”in Georgia, although House
Speaker Pro Tempore Jan Jones may
be the closest thing.

Rep. Jones, R-Milton, is sponsoring
HR 1162, a constitutional amend-
ment that would allow the state to
approve charter schools over the
objections of local school boards and
redirect local dollars to them through
a legislative sleight of hand.

If HR 1162 passes, the proposed
amendment would be on the ballot
in November. (You can find a petition
for HR 1162 here.)

Last year, the state Supreme Court

struck down a state-created commis-
sion authorized to approve charters
and fund the schools at a level that
incorporated local spending. (The
state essentially funded the local
share and dunned the locals that
amount in their state allotment.)

To summarize the Supreme Court’s
rationale for rejecting the state com-
mission, | am turning to one of the
winning attorneys Thomas Cox, who
represented Gwinnett County in the
challenge:

The Court ruled that the Charter
Commission Act ran afoul of the
Georgia Constitution for two primary
reasons. First, the Court held that the
schools authorized by the Act were
not in fact “special schools” as con-
templated by the relevant provision
of the Georgia Constitution. After
examining the history, including
comments by committee members
and drafters of the relevant sections
of the 1983 Constitution, the Court
concluded that “special schools”
were intended to mean schools that
enrolled only students with certain
special needs (including, for example,
the Georgia School for the Deaf and
School for the Blind and vocational
trade schools). The term was not
intended, according to the Court, to
create “a carte blanche authorization
for the General Assembly to create
its own general K-12 schools so as

to duplicate the efforts of or com-
pete with locally controlled schools
for the same pool of students edu-
cated with the same limited pool of
tax funds. ” Second, the Court held
that the purported authorization of
state-created, but locally operating,
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charter schools, which are not ap-
proved by the local boards of educa-
tion, infringed on the “fundamental
principle of exclusive local control”
of public education embodied in the
Georgia Constitution.

The success or failure of the forth-
coming effort to amend the Georgia
Constitution to permit the state to
create its own charter schools, with
access to locally levied tax revenues,
will likely determine whether, going
forward, the front lines in the battles
over charter schools will be estab-
lished at the local or state levels. If
the Georgia Constitution is amended
as proposed by some in the General
Assembly, then the State will become
the ultimate authority in approving
or denying charter schools and in
mandating the direction of local tax
revenues to fund those schools.

Rep. Jones essentially resurrects the
Charter Schools Commission in her
resolution, which she will be present-
ing to the House Education Com-
mittee this afternoon. The proposed
change to the constitution contains
this pivotal nugget with regard to
control of locally collected school
taxes: “The state is authorized to
expend funds for the support and
maintenance of special schools in
such amount and manner as may be
provided by law, which may include,
but not be limited to, adjusting

the proportion of state funds with
respect to the affected local school
systems.”

| suspect Georgia voters are going

to be wary of turning over the keys
to their local treasuries to the state
Legislature. School taxes represent

a sizable chunk of the local taxes
collected, and this constitutional
amendment would cede unprec-
edented access to lawmakers in
Atlanta in the name of school choice.



ver the past few wears, Prince
Geonge's County has quietly
amassed the largest cluster of
chaarter schoals in the Washing-
o sabarbs,
Three of the independently
run, publkciy fonded pehoods
opened this school year in Primee Georgels,
beinging thse counla's bolal b seven. That is the
highest comcentration in Maryland ouatside of
Bxltimore. The growth B a sgn that charter
schools are a key component in School Buper-
iobemdent William K. Flite Mk efforts to
eapand the esantys menn of edueation ap-
Hiocs.

“T gupipart the exparsion of guality schook,
that's regardless of the type of school® Hite
daid, *I'e all aboutl more chaices for our
paremnts.”

Although the charter sector is Booming in
the District, there are mo charter schoals in
Morthern Virginka Montgomery Coanty ap-
prowed one last year, bat it has yet to open. And
& few charter schoals are sattered in Froder-
ick, Anme Arondel and Bt Marys counties

Hite, meanwhile, is soouting for more

O of the latest addition: to the Prinse
George's cadre of charters is Chesapeake Math
& IT Acsdeny in Laarel.

At Chesapeake, housed in & nondeseript
office park building off Interstate 0F, dadents
gather in classes of 25, One dey this maonth,
they wers learning o computer program creat-
ol by MIT In & “Berkeley™ computer lab gnd
cabmalating kinetic enerpy in the “Harvard"
scienee clise,
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Chartering success
Schools” grmwth in Pr. George's is sign of efforts

to expand county’s education options
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Schools struggle to adopt policies
evaluating teachers’ performance

NEW YORKE — David
Wright, a high school technaol-
ogy texcher in Middletown,
[el, has mever tnught read-
ing or math. Even =a, the state
planned 1o judge his job per-
formance partly on student test
scores in those subjects.

Thar was until last month,
when state officials said they
would throw out a provision
in a new system linking teach-
er performance o student
achievement thal assessed
cducators such as Wright on
schoolwide performance in
subjects they don’t feach,

“Judge me, fine, just let's
make sure i's on things that 1
can cantrol,” Wright, 34, and
president of the local chapter of
the siate teacher's union, said
in a phone interview. “In the
rush to get it done as quickly as
possible, they lost some of the
bopic.”

Delavare is in the vanguard
of states developing new sys-
tems to evaluate teachers.
accarding o Sandi Jacobs,
vice president of the National
Council on Teacher Cuality, a
nonprofi; research and policy

group in Washington. Dela-
ware's struggle may (oreshad-
ow complications that other
states face as they follow suit.
Along with questions abouwt
fairness, states are encounter-
ing delays because of the com-
plexity of tracking data, con-
Micts with teachers’ wnions and
concern from researchers that
the entire effort could be mis-
guided.

President Barack Obama's
acd mimistration has made ving
teacher evaluation to smudemnt

performance a centerpiece of
its education agenda. Chang:
ing evaluations was a requine-
ment for winning grants in the
Education Department’s 55
hillion Hace to the Top pro-
gram, of which Delaware was
an early reciplent.

The evaluations also figure
prominently in a proposed 35
billion grant program, part of
the administration's fiscal 2013
budget, designed (o revamp
teacher payand tenure plans.

States are developing data
systems to show how much
individual teachers contribute
to student achievement. The
aim: measuring pupils’ im-
provement during their time in
class, taking into acoount their
skills when they enter, Districis
would then combine these
measures with more subjective
evaluations, such as observa-
tion by principals. It's a shift
from gauging teacher quality
by the nurmber of years on the
job or advanced degrees.

Tying teacher evaluations
to student test scores is vital
(o determine how educators
enhance achievement, sald
leanne Allen, president of the
Wachington-haged Center for
Education Reform, which sup-
ports charter schools and di-
minished union power.

“Until we get to the point
that school leadership can hire
and fire, and they themselves
can be hired and fired based on
the value they add to a child's
life, we're not making progress
on improving education,” Al-
len said by telephone. “Evalua-
tion is the first steg, and perfor-

mance pay isthe second.”
Twenty-three states and the
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Districtof Columbia requine that
objective measures of student
achievement, such as student
teet scores, be included in the
evaluation of teachers. accord-
ing to an October report from
the teacher-guality council,

"“We're seeing a real sea
change,” Jacobs, the council's
vice president, said in a phone
interview. “Two or three years
ago, almost no place was using
any objective evidence of siu-
dent performance.”

Pam Nichols, director of
communications at the Dela-
ware State Education Associa-
tion, the state's only teachers
umian, with 12,000 members,
said officials shouldn't rush
to implement evaluation sys-
tems.

“It's not about dgmting it
done,” Nichaols said by tele-
phone from Dover. “1t's about
getting it done right, or it's a
waste of money and you'ne not
realhy seeing il a wexcher is ef-
fectively doing what he or she
was hired toda.”

State officials and hundreds
of teachers in Delaware, the
slxth least-populous state, are
working 1o establish guide-
lines that will measure student
performance on subjects that
aren't tested using the Dela-
wire Comprehensive Assess-
ment System, the standard
state exam for grades 3 throu
10, According to Race to
Top, they must have the guide-
lines in place by the start of the
2012-2013 school year, said Di-
ane Donohwe, special assistant
for educator effectiveness at the
state education department.

In contrast with states such as
Wew York and New lersey, where
govermment and union repre-
sentatives have sparred, collabo-
rathon berween the two has been
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State charter school law ranked seventh worst

By Bram AMEs

INews-Posr Sealll
ta

The creatlon of great new
public charter schools in Mary-
lamd -requires fust one simple
thing, according to Jeanne
Allen, president of the Center
for Edusestion Reform, an gdvo-
cacy organization.

“It's & law that is very clear
and open to actually allowing
people to step forward to get
those schooks,” Adlen said Tues-
day.

Maryland is far from having
what CER officials consider an
sdequate charter school law, she
said. Accarding to the center's
211 annuzl ranking and score
card of charter school laws
rebeased in January 2011, Mary-
land's law ramks 35th of 41 laws

ing, the repart cited limitations
with district-only authorizing,
union  requirements, =chaol
board control of charters amd
lack of funding for chartors

Mizsiszippl claimed the
worst ranking, while Washing-
bt DNC, was doermid to have the
best charfer law

Allen will wizit Frederick
tonight to discuss Maryland's
charter law, what she believes is
lacking and what needs to be
done to improve the law. The
event "8t the C. Burr Ariz
Library-will ba hosted by Fred.
erick Educaticnfeformoeom.

Tom Neumark, a founder of
FrederickEducationReform.co
m., said his organization wanted
to inform the public and elected
afficials about the mnkings and
how the law could be

Apcording fo Allen, fixing
the law won't be easy.

The state law would need to
be tofally rewritien for Mary-
land to have a quality charter
school law, she said.

Ehe suggested slarting with
adding an independent autho-
rizer to form charter schools

rather than =chool boards
because school boards don't

know what it's like to operate a
charter schoal
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"Theny're not set up to review,
approve and even consider what
a new school looks like" she
said. *They're nat in the new
schonls business.”

Allerf said the Maryland leg-
islature has shown no
“appetite” during this session o
understand the issue, bot alone
challenge charter school appo-
nents

Regarding Frederick Coun-
ty's charter schoals, Allen said
it is a tragedy that the school
board is doing little to help
Frederick Claszical Charter
School “see the light of day™
and cpen this fall,

The charter school situation
in Frederick 1s similar to others
acrozs the country, she sald,
where the state or local schoaol
hoard authorizes  charter

schmals.
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Idaho’s charter
school law
ranks high

BOISE (AP) — Idaho now ranks among a
dozen states with the strongest charter school
laws.

That’s according to the Center for Educa-

tion Reform, a school choice advocate based

in Washington, D.C. Idaho climbed several
notches in the group’s annual report, which was
released Monday and ranked Idaho 12th among
42 states with laws allowing charter schools.

These schools are funded with public money
but given more freedom in how they operate.

Last year, the group ranked Idaho 20th among
41 states, citing the state’s cap that limited the
number of new charter schools to six per year.
State lawmakers did away with that cap during
the 2012 session, which helped bump up the
state’s ranking with the Center for Education
Reform.

Idaho currently has 43 charter schools holding
more than 16,300 students.
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Pa. charter school law
ranked 13th nationally

Pennsylvania's charter
school law earned a ranking
of 1Lith nationally and a “'B"
grade in Tuesday's anmuial
reqpart fimom the Canter for
Ediieatinn Refirm,

“The Eeyatone Stabe has
historically besn a major
playar in the charter schoal
movement, but the reluctance
of bocal school boards to
Approve new school: and
their micromanagement has
spf 1t back " cemter Pregident
Jeanne Alben said.

In a similar study released
in Jamuary, the National
Alliance for Public Charter
Schoals ranked Pennsylvania
161,

Iore than 90,000 siudents
are enrolled in 140 public
charter schools in the state,
including 11 cyber charter
schools, An estimaded 30,000
e on walkting lists

Legislation pending in the
gizte House would create an
indepandent commission that
would authorize and oversee
charter and evber charter
schools statewicde,
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Report critical of state’s charter school system

B Prot'ems cited includs
bunding, suburban backlash
and roubde with AuRorizalen
and ronitoring.

By DLANE [FAMK.DQ
Echualer ‘enkar

Mpw Jerseys charter schools
rernain whderfurded and 100 high-
vy repdackd by ke srawe
Department of Elscation, accond-
Lag to an anpual repart on cduea-
Lo refomm.

The Cenfer lir Edwcabion
Heformy meport gave ew lersevt
chanir schonl Tiw 3 27 55 the soue
slipoed fom 1%t 2 M ansong
the 4§ viates, as well iy the Distrio
o Columbiz, with charer sehogl
[,

The dup in R smes a5 sub-
wban hacklash againsi cha-er
sehood furding oo, dough Gov
Chris  Chuisme  amd  aciling
Educaton Cosmnissioner Chris
Cerf continwe 0 promate the coae
cepl in strupding school d-s* oo

“ITere ace @ koo of prohlems in
e ety Ceriter [on Eduzation
Feform Fres-dent keanne Al said
in a e crafemeuce oo Cwe report
which wis rebeascd Monday, She
said the slaiet charber s
memain highky reguiated, get less
functing than pable school dis-
Urechs, arl are authoziced and
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WYOMING GETTING
INTEREST FROM
CHARTER SCHOOLS

By: BOB MOEN

CHEYENNE — Wyoming is attracting a lot of interest
from charter school organizations and needs to improve
its charter school law to make sure such schools are of
the highest quality, Kari Cline, executive director of the
Wyoming Association of Public Charter Schools, said.

“The Wyoming association is getting calls almost on a
weekly basis from groups who are interested in opening
charter schools in Wyoming,” Cline said.

They are being attracted by the state’s strong financial
backing of public schools and the fact that there are only
a few charter schools currently operating in the state,
she said.

However, Wyoming’s current charter school law makes
it difficult to establish charters in the state and at the
same time leaves the door open for applications from
“questionable organizations trying to start charter
schools,” she said.

“We don't really have great policy in place to ensure that
what is coming is the best quality that we can get,” Cline
said.

Charters are public schools that typically receive a
mixture of public and private money. They operate
separately from regular public schools and are free of
many regulations that govern traditional public schools
in exchange for achieving promised results.

Wyoming has just three operating charter schools —
two in Laramie, one in Fort Washakie — and one open-
ing this year in Cheyenne.
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National charter school and education reform advocates
rate Wyoming’s charter school law as among the worst
in the nation because they say the law makes it difficult
to open a charter school.

The Center for Education Reform recently gave Wyo-
ming a “D” grade in charter school law.

“Full power to approve charter school applications lies
with the school board, which is why to date there are
only four charters in the state,” the report said.

A report earlier this year from the National Alliance
for Public Charter Schools ranked Wyoming 34th for
charter friendly state laws.

“Wyoming law sets forth minimum required elements
for all charter applications, but they are very general
and less substantial than the essential elements recom-
mended,” the NAPCS report said.

Attempts to change Wyoming’s law to make it easier to
open charter schools in the state failed in the 2011 state
Legislature in part because of fears by some lawmakers
that they will take students, and state money, away from
the traditional public schools.

The Legislature this year approved one change in the
charter law dealing with state financial aid but nothing
that would make it any easier to establish a charter.

Cline said her association is planning another push for
charter law reform next year.

“I think what we're after primarily is a different au-
thorizing structure and the way that charters are held
accountable, and their autonomy is ensured,” she said.
“So looking just to overall bring the kind of policy that
encourages strong applicants and an authorizing struc-
ture that is not completely subject to a district’s whims.”
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Catholic
schools
report
$15M
deficit

ENQUIRER EXCLUSIVE:
Tuition rizes as Cincinnati

Archdiocese's system fries
to avoid draining parishes

By Denise Smith fmos
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John Engler
honored by CMU

charter schools
By MARK RANZENBERGER

Former Gov. John Engler said Mon-
day at Central Michigan University
that the choice given parents to send
their children to charter schools was
a key element in making Michigan’s
schools better.

CMU named its charter schools
center the Gov. John Engler Center
for Charter Schools in a ceremony
Monday.

Engler said the combination of
cross-district school choice and
charter schools had broken what crit-
ics call the “monopoly” of district-
based public schools, and Michigan
children are getting better educations
because of it.

“When you put the two of them to-
gether, you have more than a quar-
ter-million kids exercising choice,”
Engler said.

Engler spent three terms as Michi-
gan’s governor, taking office in
1991. In 1993, he pushed through
the state’s first charter school law.
Charter schools are public schools,
but they don’t have attendance
boundaries, and they aren’t bound by
many of the rules that affect district-
based schools.

Keynote speaker Jeanne Allen, the
president of the Center for Educa-
tion Reform, said entrenched pub-
lic school interests fought charter
schools every step of the way.

“Their livelihoods were based on
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adult interests,” Allen said. “The
words choice and accountability
were fighting words.”

Allen’s group promotes vouchers,
private scholarship programs, charter
schools, cross-district school choice
and tuition tax credits. She said En-
gler was able to overcome bitter and
continuing opposition from educa-
tion unions, and charter schools and
school choice now are a permanent
part of the educational landscape.

“John Engler saw the unions were a
paper tiger,” she said.

Allen called CMU “the gold stan-
dard in university authorizers” for
the oversight and accountability it
provides to the 56 schools it charters.

“Among Michigan’s highest-per-
forming charters, CMU dominates,”
Allen said.

Engler said that when the law was
first enacted, no one really knew
how a university would charter a
school. He gave credit to former
board of trustees members Sid Smith
and James Fabiano, and former
university presidents Arthur Ellis,
Leonard Plachta and Michael Rao
for starting the movement and keep-
ing it going.

“The first 15 years were really
about the right to exist,” said James
Goenner, president of the National
Charter Schools Institute. Goenner
noted that since parents choose
charter schools, there is a strong
incentive for them to provide good
educations.

“We serve an extraordinary amount
of underserved kids,” said Mary
Kay Shields, deputy director of the
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CMU charter operation. She said the
schools usually take low-performing
pupils and bring them up to state
averages.

Former Sen. Dick Posthumus, now

a senior adviser to Gov. Rick Sny-
der, said getting a good education to
urban pupils was “maybe the biggest
civil rights issue of this decade.”

Doug Ross, the director of the char-
ter schools office for the Detroit Pub-
lic Schools, said his school district
was chartering schools — and trying
to create innovative teaching and
learning environments within collec-
tive bargaining agreements.

Gov. Rick Snyder, who also attended
the dedication ceremony, said the
Legislature’s recent action to lift

the cap on the number of Michigan
charter schools would lead to more
innovation.

“Too much of our system became
about money,” Snyder said. “I think
we’ve created an environment for
success.”
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Wash. education
groups file charter
initiative

By DONNA GORDON BLANKINSHIP

SEATTLE (AP) - A coalition of Washington education
groups on Tuesday filed a citizen initiative asking vot-
ers to allow 40 public charter schools in the state over
the next five years.

The coalition including the League of Education Vot-
ers, Stand for Children and Democrats for Education
Reform has until July 6 to collect nearly 250,000 valid
voter signatures.

A spokesman for the coalition said the groups would
use both paid and volunteer signature collectors to
meet the July deadline. But first they need to jump a
few administrative hoops. It could be several weeks
before they will be able to print petition sheets and
circulate them.

Charters are public schools that run independently
from district controls, instead, they are governed by a
multi-year performance contract that requires proof
that a school is improving student achievement.

Washington voters have repeatedly rejected charter
school initiatives.

Washington is one of eight states without charter
schools, according to the Center for Education Re-
form, an advocacy group that supports charters. The
other states are Alabama, Kentucky, Montana, Nebras-
ka, North Dakota, South Dakota and West Virginia.

Washington voters rejected initiatives calling for
charter schools in 1996, 2000 and 2004. The Legisla-
ture rejected charter bills on several other occasions
before they reached the ballot.

A charter school bill had hearings in both the Senate
and the House but didn't make it very far during the
2012 Legislature.

Voters are ready to allow charter schools in Washing-
ton state, said Chris Korsmo, chief executive officer of
the League of Education Voters.

“If we didn't think we could win, we wouldn’t put it on
the ballot,” Korsmo said.

She said the proposal was written in a way to bring
only the best ideas from other states to Washington,
and charter schools that don't fulfill their mission
would be shut down quickly.

Korsmo couldn’t relate to people who are afraid of the
potential impact of charter schools on Washington
education.

“If bringing what works elsewhere here is scary for
people, the status quo for a lot of kids is a far scarier
thing,” she said.

A number of lawmakers, from both political parties,
are supporting the initiative.

“This initiative will finally bring Washington into the
21st century in terms of educational opportunities for
public school students,” said State Rep. Eric Pettigrew,
D-Seattle, in a statement announcing the initiative.

The Washington Education Association, the state’s
largest teacher’s union, came out with an immediate
statement opposing the measure, saying that charter
schools fail to meet the needs of most children.

The proposal would require charter schools to be
authorized and overseen by a state charter school
commission, or by a local school board.

They would be exempt from many state laws, but
could only hire certified teachers and would need to
comply with all civil rights and discrimination laws.

Priority would be given to charter schools that serve
“at-risk” students from low-performing schools.

Only nonprofit groups would be welcome to open
charter schools in Washington, but they would not
be allowed to include religious instruction as part of
their curriculum.
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Chicago Public Schools ﬁ%ht
being studied across country

Teachers contract battle brought to center of national
reform debate by mayor, advocates
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Idaho school touts patriotism

Academy part of
charter system

By Jessie L. Bonner
Aikogiabid Pris

GOODING, Tdabo — At
Morth Valley Academy in
the heart of Idaho's dairy
country, a typleal achonol
day might seem like an
over-the-top Fourth of July
celebration elzewherea,

The public charter
schonol In Gooding touts -
self as a “patrlotic" cholee
far parents, with a focus an
individual freedoms and
free-market  capitalism,
“We teach something about
patriotism  every single
day," sald principal Cher
Vitek. “Every day in their
classroom (students are)
glnglng ‘proud to be an
American' and if they're
nat singing ‘proud to be an
American,” thev're singing
another song about Armeri-
m.u

True enough. On this
day, neat pows of students
wearing thelr red, whire
and blue uniforms belred
aut “Crod bless the USA" in
the school cafeteria,

Morth Valley Academys
patriotism emphasis is a
first for Idaho, bat a num-
ber of charter schools na-
tionally focus on similar
concepts, sald Jeanne Al-
len. nresident of the Center
far Education Heform, a
Washington, DU -hased
school cholce  advocate,
The scheols may nof all

present or beach in the
garme way, Allen =aid, b
rany “believe traditional
schools  have neglected
tesching the importance of
our  mations  history, its
free-market system.”

MNorth Valley Academy
includes K-12th grades and
was approved by the Idaho
Public Charter School
Commission in 2008 It
opened amid some outcry
From Goosding's traditional
public school system, but
not because of the new
school's curriculum.

The local district lost
ronghly 10 percent of its to-
tal enrollment to the new
charter school that first
yiear— along with the fund-
ing that went with it — and
the town of abount 3,500 sud-

denly had two groups of
students: Those who wear
uniforms and those who
don't.

Schoal founder Deby In-
fanger is planning a second
pateiotic-themed charter
gehool in Idaho Falls, and
Frank VanderSloot, a na-
thonal campalgn  flnance
co-chair for Republican
presidential candidate Min
Romney, kas offered to do-
mate use of & property and
refurbish a bullding to
house the new school, In-
fanger said.

Charter schools invite
seruting when they focus
o6 concepis that may be
viewed as political, sald
Monkea Hophing, director
of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Idaha.

I

Students at Morth Valley Academy in Gooding, idaho, say
the Pledge of Allegiance May 7 at morning assembly. 2p
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Charter school special ed report blasted

BY DAVE MURRAY
CHURRATEMLIVECOH

GRAND RAPIDS — Char-
ter schools serve fewer spe-
cial education students than
traditional schools, according
o the Government Acoouant-
ability Office, although Michi-
gan educators said countywide,
specialized programs and pa-
rental choices likely produce
the difference,

The federal report released
this week indicated that abouat
B percent of the students in
charter schools nationally are
disabled or require special
services. That's compared to
11 percent of the students in
traditional schools. Data is
from the 2000-10 school year.

The GAQ recommends that
L5, Education Secretary Ame
Duncan “take measures to help
cluarter schools recognize prac-
i that may affect enrollment
of students with dizakbilities"
by updating extsilmg directives
and researching why the levels
are different.

But the leader of a school
cholee advocacy group sald
the GAD's report is Incom-
plete and Aawed. Allen noted
there are 5700 charter schools
in the country, and GAO staff
vislted 13

“GACYS attempt to draw con-
clusions about enrollment of
students with special needs in

charter schools was a waste of
resources,” sald Teanne Allen.
president of The Center for
Education Reform.

“The GAD report, by the
agpency's own admission, fails
to meet fundamental and ru=-
dimentary research standards.
It is based wholly on anecdotal
snapshots of a limited number
of schools and states.”™

The federal agency indicat-
ed it prepared the report after
being asked about the enrell-
ment differences, how charter

schools reach out to students
with disakilitics and what ser-
vices the schools prowide.

The GAD also considered the

role federal and state education
departments play in oversesing
the schools and their special
needs programs.
*Charter schools enmolled a
lower percentage of students
with disabilities than tradition-
al districts, but litthe is known
about the factors that contrib-
uted to these differences” the
report reads,

The report considers that
charter schools are schools of
choice, and it is possible that
parents of disabled students
apt to send their children
elsewhere.

“In addition, some charter
sehonls may be discouraging
students with disabilities from
enrolling,” the document says.

The GAD notes that
traditicnal schools often play
a role in placing students with
dizabilitics, and the districts
= ni the charter — decide
whether the students are better
served in a different program.

The agency reported most of
the 13 charter schools visited
publicized and offered special
education services, "but faced
challenges serving students
with severe disabilities,” in-
cluding limited resource,

The Kent Intermediate
School District has heard few
complaints from special needs
parents about charter schools,
Assistant Superintendent Ron-
ald Koehler said.

The KIS, which services
districts in the Grand Rapids
ares, operates bwo schools for
students with severe special
needs including students from
all 20 disericts. Some charter
schools — like the districts —
pay tultion to send students to
the programs.

“1 think a fair amount of
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the difference is self-selec-
tion among the special needs
parents,” he said. "They get
connected carly on, and they
find the best options for their
children, And they know that
if they sent their children to &
charter school, they'd end up
back in our specialized pro=
FTAMS Ay way,”

Grand Valley State University
authorizes 47 charter schools,
and &6 percent of the stodents
enrolled in GVSU charters have
individualized education plans
for special needs,

Robert Kimball, senior direc-
tor of operations and policy,
=aid the charter school office
works to make sure charter
schools comply with state
laws, Kimball said he knows
of one parental complaint in
three years, and the matter was
resobnad through the KT5I,

“Charter schools are open
enrollment and must follow
the laws like any other public
school,” he sid, "When we get
a complaint, we take it very se-
riously, From our perspective,
there is no wiggle room."

Alblen noted the GAD report
has no comprehensive data to
support its conclusions. She
said the center's survey, used
by federal agencies and re-
search organizations, showed
15 peccent of all charter school
students have special needs,

“This iz an isgue that de-
serves In-depth analysis of
real data on real siudents, and
there are many valid ways GAD
could have studied and learped
feom public school models”
Allen said. “That's not what
GAD did. We urge Congress
to inwvestigate the actlvitbes sur-
rounding this repost, and fssue
a reprimand for misusing gov-
Ernment resources on a fool's
errand.®
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CHARTER SCHOOLS:

CAN THEY SEND MORE

KIDS TO COLLEGE?

By HAYAT NORIMINE

Voters will again decide this
year whether they think charter
schools can improve high-school
education in Washington state.

The issue comes before the voters at a critical time in
Washington’s economic future. Washington’s demand
for well-educated employees grows with the compet-
ing job market, but the state isn’t producing the number
of college graduates it needs. The question is whether
charter schools could help to close that gap.

On July 6, education groups presented their petition to
have Initiative 1240 added to the November ballot.

The petition had about 350,000 signatures, well above
the required 241,153 signatures to put Initiative 1240
on the ballot. Charter schools are currently banned from
nine states, including Washington, and the initiative
would create 40 charter schools in Washington state
over the course of five years.

Washington voters have rejected charter schools three
times before -- in 1996, 2000 and a third time in 2004.

The state would fund charter schools, which would be
independent public schools. But local school districts
wouldn’t oversee them.

That provides flexibility for the schools’ choice in cur-
riculum and teaching, but opponents of charter schools
say the district regulations keep public schools account-
able.

Kara Kerwin, Vice President of External Affairs for The
Center of Education Reform, believes charter schools
can give an education other public schools can’t offer
with the regulations that school districts have in place.

What’s important to both opponents and proponents of
the initiative is whether charter schools can offer higher
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success rates for high-school students, and a large part
of that means the schools’ ability to send high-school
students to college.

University of Pennsylvania’s State Review Project,
published last January by education professors, re-
vealed that while Washington state attracts well-edu-
cated leaders, the state itself is not producing as many
bachelor’s degrees as the state needs, calling Washing-
ton a “leadership vacuum.” And the review projects
that 67 percent of jobs in Washington will require
higher-education degrees by 2018.

Pretty cumbersome sentence. So the state needs to send
more kids to college. Will charter schools help do that?

“I think Washington needs an education reform,” said
Paul Hill, founder of the Center for Reinventing Public
Education (CRPE) and professor at the University of
Washington Bothell. “We definitely need to be open to
how to use technology and open to new ways of moti-
vating students. ... [Charter schools are] a decent way
to protect kids and protect state money, and at the same
time give opportunity for innovation that we blocked
up until now.”

Washington’s problem with producing more college
graduates fundamentally lies with getting high-school
students access to higher education. Once high school-
ers have access, Washington’s overall retention rate
for colleges and universities is much higher than the
national average.

Getting high-school students on track for college is the
challenging part.

“Improving students’ academic readiness for college is
an important part of improving bachelor’s degree pro-
duction,” Laura Perna, researcher for the State Review
Project and professor of education in the University

of Pennsylvania, said in an email. “The high school is
clearly a critical part of the process of enrolling and
succeeding in college for traditional-age students.”
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Rigorous charter school joins area
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physics: and  Latin. Fihh-
graders mead ' BeowwlE " Af-
aer they wrap up their mini-
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l|'|i:'|:|:rg,r.
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Job security
at heart of
2 stumbling
blocks

School reformers don't
see recall policy,
evaluations the same
way teachers do

By BILL RUTHHART AND DIANE RADO

Two issues being cited as primary
stumbling blocks to a Chicago teachers
contract are a recall policy for teachers
and a teacher evaluation system. Both
affect job security for teachers and are
part of larger efforts to overhaul schools
in the city and nationally.

TEACHER RECALL POLICY

The Chicago Teachers Union is pushing
hard for a procedure to recall teach-

ers who have been laid off because of
school closings, consolidations and
turnarounds. The issue is of critical im-
portance, the union has said, because of
rumors that the district plans to close as
many as 100 schools in coming years.

Earlier this year, CPS and the union
struck a deal over the longer school day
that temporarily allowed for such a re-
call. In exchange for the union agreeing
to an extra 30 minutes in high schools
and 75 minutes in elementary schools,
CPS agreed to rehire nearly 500 teach-
ers in noncore subjects from a pool of
teachers who had been laid off.

The district, however, has resisted mak-
ing such a recall policy the permanent
method for filling vacancies in Chicago
schools.

“Teachers in this city agreed to a longer
day ... and what our union got in return
for that was a promise there would be
a recall procedure for those teachers
who are going to be hired,” said Jesse
Sharkey, vice president of CTU. “Now
we see that offer is being taken away
from the table, and there is no sign of
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respect there. That's important for our
members.”

Mayor Rahm Emanuel has framed the
issue as one of accountability, saying he
doesn’t want to place the district’s hiring
control in the hands of the union through
such a recall process.

“I don't believe | should pick ‘em. | don't
believe CPS should pick ‘em. | don't
believe the CTU leadership should pick
‘em,” Emanuel said Monday of hiring
teachers. “If we're going to hold our lo-
cal principals in the school accountable
for getting the results we need, they
need to pick the best qualified.”

In the district's latest proposal, CPS
teachers whose schools are closed
would be eligible for vacancies at the
school that takes in the transferred
students. If there are no vacancies, the
teachers would have three options: a
three-month lump-sum severance, five
months in a “reassigned teacher pool” or
a spot in a “quality teacher force pool,”
which would entitle those teachers to an
interview and an explanation if they are
not hired.

The CPS offer also provides options for
teachers displaced for other reasons,
including turnarounds or phaseouts.

Jeanne Allen, president of the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Center for Education
Reform, said recall policies do not en-
courage improvement or change within
school districts but rather a status quo
that has never led to improvement in
educating children.

But the teachers union has countered
that its members deserve as much job
security as possible, especially with
school closings becoming increasingly
common.

“In Chicago, there are many good teach-
ers who work in some of the tough-

est schools in the city, who saw their
schools close through no fault of their
own,” Sharkey said.

TEACHER RATINGS

Teacher contract negotiations often
come down to money and benefits,
so parents might be wondering how
employee evaluations became a stum-
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bling block in the Chicago Public Schools
teacher strike.

The wrangling has to do with a new
teacher rating system pushed by the
Obama administration, which has
sparked new laws and controversy in
lllinois and around the country.

The new evaluations judge teachers in

part on how their students perform, with

a focus on academic gains. Teachers

say that isn't fair for a lot of reasons and

that bad ratings resulting from the new

ﬁystéam could threaten teachers’ liveli-
oods.

CTU President Karen Lewis estimates
that almost 6,000 teachers could be
discharged in the coming years — nearly
30 percent of union membership. “That
IS unacceptable and leads to instability
for our students,” she said.

But supporters of the new system —
created under a 2010 lllinois law — say
it's good for students and a way to
ensure that the best teachers are in
America’s schools.

“I think there is unbelievably strong
momentum not only locally but nationally
that the time has come to have more
substantive evaluations,” said Robin
Steans, executive director of the policy
group Advance lllinois, which has been in-
strumental in pushing education reforms.

Steans said a great deal of effort went
into negotiating the 2010 law and that
the CTU was at the table — though not
Lewis, because she wasn't union presi-
dent at the time.

The law required CPS to jump-start the
new evaluation system this fall in at least
300 schools, though most suburban
school districts were not required to put
the program in place until 2016-17.
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SCHOOL AMENDMENT

Charter

sparks
similar
battles

Advocates watching

Georgia, Washington.

Supporters cite

choice, foes cite scarce
educational resources.

By Wayne Washington
wevathingron@ajc.com

SEATTLE = On a recent fall day
here, Melissa Westbrook and
shanmon Camplon settled Into
high chairs behind a small 1a-
ble in the basement studio at

cavernous Seartle Ciry Hall.
They had come o debare
charter schoods, and while
television cameras rolled,
each woman attempted to

paeimmiel the other with whal

she sany as the wrong-head-

edness of her opponent’s po-

sltlon. “You want o spen
public dollars on things thar

work,” Westbrook said, “Char-

ters are unproven,

Camplon stuck up for char-
ter schools and then likened
Westhrook to the replacement
referees who drew scorn from
Mational Foorball League fans
for bad calls, *Your intentiomns
are good,” Campion told West-
brook with a wry smile, “but
wiou're all wrong.” On and on

it went.
Charter schools are a hiot

topdc In Washingion because

this Fall irs vorers will deter-
mimn: the Fate of an initiative

that would establish charter

schools in the state.
Westhrook and Campd-

on's dehate took place almost

2,700 miles from metro At-

lanta. Listeners in the Peach

State, however, would have

been familiar with its dueling
themes because they are the
same ones being used in Geor-
Eia, where voters will consid-
er an amendment toe the stane
constitution that would under-
score the stafe's power to au-
thorize charter schools and ¢5-
tablish a commission te han-

die applications for them.

Wazhington's initia-
tive would establish char-
ter schools there for the
first time, and Georgia's
amendment could lead
to more charter schools.
Baoth are being watched
closely by charter schonl
advocates across the
country, who have ridden
il 20-year wave that has
spen 41 States [ass pro-
charter school laws.

Next month, vorers in
Washington and Geor-
fin will determine if that
wave has crested or stll
Figes,

Old argument, new
Money

Tlie argument over

ms{hmhin Wash-

5 A5 BVET nas
the giant ireses [rg::m
the mowntainous land-
scape of the Pacific Morth-
wesh.

For the fourth time in
the past decade and a
half, Washingion voters
will ke asked this fall if
they want charter schools
in their state,

Three times before,
Washington voters sakd
N

Georgia, on the oth-
eT hand, has had charter
schools for IT years.

Charter schoals are
Euhllﬁl?thuul?_lmnt:d

exibility as they pursue
specific education goals
laied st im theeir chiar-
BT, OF ConiTact, with ei-
ther the state or the kocal
school district. Support-
ers of charter schools say
they could help cloge the
gap in academic perfor-
mance between minori-
ry and non-minority sm-
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dents, decrease dropaots,
and force traditional pub-
lc schonls to lmprove be-
cause unsatisfied parenis
would have an alterna-
tive: charter schonls,

The Washingron initia-
tivie, 1240, waoatld allow
the establishment of eight
charter schools a year
for five years, Georgla's
amendment would ca-
mient the state’s authority
1o create charter schools
and establish a commis-
sion to consider applica-
tions for them.,

Charter schools are mot
omn the ballot in any other
state, and advocates are
zeroing in on Washington
and Georgla in thelr quest
£ see the mEasures ap-
proved.

Some of the richest
people In America have
thrown their financial
might behind the push to
establish charter schools
in Washinguon. People
like Microsoft co-found-
ers Bill Gates and Paul Al-
len. And wWal-Mart helress
Alice Walton, who gave
L5017 million to the pra-
charter in Washing-
ton and $250,000 o one
af the groups supporting
the proposed amendment
in Georgla.

Of the £3.2 million
raised in support of the
Washington indtiative,
6.7 million has come
from five peaple, disclo-
sure forms show, Gates
himself has donated 3
million.

While only a handful
of people have contrib-
uted the lion's share of
the momey that supports
the Washington initiative,
out-of-state money ks fu-
eling the amendment in
Georgia.

Fear about funding

Opponents see that
muoney as proof that the
push for charter schools
hae less to do with im-
proving eduwcation and
miore about cashing in on
education.

“Fallow the mon-
ey, ” gaid Jane Langley,
campaign director for
votesmartgeorgla,com,
agroup that opposes the
amendment.

Opponents of the ini-
tiarive in Washington and
the amendment in Gesor-
gia brthy airgue that more
charter schools will mean
less money for traditon-
al public schools. Geargia
Schools Superintendent
John Barge said the price
tag In Greorgia could reach
E430 million over the
next five years if the state
approves seven new char-
ter achoaels each year dur-
ing that period.

Barge cited that figure
in coming out against the
amendment.

Earlier this year in
Washington, the state Su-
preme Court ruled that
state has failed (o pro-
vide adequate funding to
schoods,

“Right mow, our
sehoals are underfunc-
ed,” said Sandi Strong, a
health counselor in Taco-
ma who has vwo school-
age children. *There is re-
ally not a good reason for
adding 40 new schools 1o
an already underfunded
system.”

State legislators in
MNew Hamipshire have lm-
posed 4 morstorium on
new charter schonols, cit-
ing an absence of funding
for them.

Jeanme Allen. execwtise
director of the Center for
Education Reform, which
sUppoTts giving paremnts
alternatives to traditiomal
public school, said what
happened in New Hamp-

shire wazn't about mon-

“Mew Hampshire has a
moratorium because New
Hampshire politicians are
afraicl of the education es-
tablishment,” Allen said.

Charer schools are of-
e oppoded by iradition-
al school officials because
they fieel threatened by
them, Allen sakd.
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Charter schools represent
another valid option for parents
to consider

By JONATHAN RAY

Research suggests that neighborhood schools are valued highly by urban
residents and represent an important part of neighborhood identity.

Thurgood Marshall Leadership Academy is a neighborhood school right
here in our community building a new sense of pride, culture and identity.
Thurgood Marshall Leadership Academy is a charter school located at 2310
Weisser Park Ave.that is an independent public school able to provide more
innovation and flexibility than conventional public schools can.

The charter is held by the Fort Wayne Urban League, and we are sponsored
by the Indiana Charter Board.

Our educational role is to simply offer parents an educational option. It is
important to remember that charter schools educate a higher concentration
of at-risk and disadvantaged students, which makes comparing charters to
traditional public schools look bad in a simple comparison.

However, according to the Center for Education Reform (2012 National
Center for Policy Analysis):

“Charter schools are smaller than conventional public schools and serve a
disproportionate and increasing number of poor and minority students.

“However, test scores at charter schools are ‘rising sharply’ and out-gaining
conventional schools.

“Charter school students are more likely to be proficient in reading and math
than students in neighboring conventional schools, achieving the greatest
gains among African-American, Hispanic and low-income students.

“Charter schools that have been open for years boast even higher achieve-
ment rates; a Harvard University study found charter schools that have oper-
ated for more than five years outpace conventional schools by as much as 15
percent.”

Thurgood Marshall Leadership Academy and the Fort Wayne Urban League
want to build neighborhoods and a strong community today’s urban genera-
tion can identify with.

We have good teachers and a caring and dedicated administrative team. A
charter school simply represents another educational option for parents to
consider. One size does not fit all in life or in getting a good quality educa-
tion.
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When the Met
itan Mashwille Puly
Schiolz Board voted in
mid-Movember to close
Smithson-Craighead
Middle School at the end
of the current amiemh:
year, the
pered narmtaand neuer-
ated pleas for patience,
This despite the fact that
the charter school had
been warned over sever-
al years that it needed to
improve its performance
or risk closure,

The most recent TCAP
scoires showed thart only
7.6 tof Smithson-
Craighead students were
= linili_ﬁtmmammanadm

¥ 17.6 percent in read-
ing. These abyvamal
geoires were far below
those of other Mashville
charter and public
schools.

Mationally, the dataon
charter school closings
have been mixed. One

from the Center
for Education Beform
indicared that 15 percent
aof the 6,700 ::hﬂﬁaﬂera -
opefed over the past
vears have closed. How-
ever, lesz than a fifth of
these closed becausa of
poor academic perfor-
mance. Most were clozed
because of financial
problems or mismanage-
ment.

And charter school
closures are down, ac-
cording to the National

January 3, 2013

Association of Charter
School Authorizers
(NACSA). The associa-
tion observed a three-
year decline in the per-
centage of charters

closed at the time of char-

ter renewal with 6.2 per-
cent being closed in 2010-
2011 However, the asso-
clathon cautioned that
there could be several
mﬁ"ﬁ for the decline,
inclu q‘;u;ﬁovement
in Edﬁlj .

Critics who
that charters are too slow
to close might bear in
mind another study, by
Peabody alumnus David
A, Stuil for the Fordbiam
Foundation, that showed
that poorly performing
charters are much more
likely 1o be clozed than

paoorly performing public
8

Signs also suggest that
more charters may be

closed in the vears 1o
come, In the MACSA
H:I.I:'I.ﬂ'lﬁd its O Million
VES Campaign to
Blre charter
standards, It plans
to work with suthorizers,

R churter scicul opers

tors to close failing

ter schools while o

riew ones and enralli
rmore children, In

the face of evidence that

maost charter schoaols are

neither helter nor worse
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Charters that fail must pay the price

than their public school
rs, MA hopes to

p the charter school
movement do a better job
of policing itsell and
improving academic
performance., The organi-
zation estimates between
Q00 and 1,300 charter
schools are performing in
the lowest 15 percent of
gchoals in their states.

In the end, perfor-
rrance shivild be at the
heart of the question of
whether to continue or
close a charter school.
This means looking close.
Iy at student achievement
o & school-by-schioo
haziz, Unfortunately,
Smithson-Craighead
Middle School
wirthstand close scrutiny.
MMPS was right to make
the decizion early enough
in the year to allow par-
ents o make other plans
for their children.

Parents, politicians
and other charter achool
advocates need to re-
member that charters
have always been experi-
rrefital n nature, Ihex-
change for public fund-
ing and operational lat-
itude, charters promise
innovation and academic
suceess, When that suc-
cess iz not fortheoming,
the experiment mist
come toa close,

Camilia B Benbow is Patricia
and Andes Hart Dean of Educa-
tian and Human Oevelopment



LEADERTIMES

January 17, 2013

Some school districts turn to advertising
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UTAH PRAISED FOR
ABUNDANGCE OF
GCHARTER SCHOOL
OPTIONS

Education » Utah’s charter
education system receives a

“B” from D.C. nonprofit.
BY RAY PARKER

Utah ranks 11th in the nation when it comes to charter
school programs, according to a new national study.

The Beehive State earned an overall “B” grade in charter
education, according to the Center for Education Reform, a
pro-charter Washington, D.C., nonprofit.

The group’s latest evaluation of states’ charter laws
includes other categories deemed important for education
reform: parental choice, online learning, teacher quality and
transparency.

“These are the hot-button issues in education reform
today,” Jeanne Allen, the center’s president, said Thursday.
“We’ve been ranking charter schools for 14 years.”

Still, there is one area the group does not specifically
look at that’s of interest in Utah: graduation rates.

Recently, Utah education officials looked at charter high
school graduation rates, which ranked among the highest
and lowest in the state: from 27 percent to 100 percent. The
overall state graduation rate is 78 percent.

State officials said charter schools need to do a bet-
ter job of tracking students if they leave the school before
graduating. The students could have graduated at another
school, but were posted as not graduating from their charter
schools.

Allen said the same problem exists on a national level.

“We don’t have a level playing field as far as data,” Allen
said. “Are charter schools doing poorly because they’re do-
ing poorly or because of the [inadequate] data?”

The center has studied and evaluated each state’s char-
ter school laws since 1996.

In its latest evaluation, the center had mostly positive
comments about Utah in four of its five categories.

In its latest evaluation, the center had mostly positive
comments about Utah in four of its five categories.

Under “charter schools,” center officials wrote of the
state on its website: “Utah’s charter school law is con-

sidered strong because it provides equitable funding to
charter schools, facilities funding and a strong authorizing
system that includes capable independent bodies such
as universities and the semi-independent state charter
board.”

As for “school choice,” center officials wrote: “Utah has
one private school choice program [special-needs vouch-
ers]. The state does have a charter school law. Utah allows
for limited public virtual schooling. Open enroliment exists,
both for intradistrict and interdistrict public school choice.”

The group praised the state’s online learning: “Due in
large part to the leadership of the Utah Legislature, Utah
has adopted multiple student-centric policies designed
specifically to harness the power of technology.

Primarily through the passage of SB65, the Statewide
Online Education Program, and charter policy enacted over
the last decade, digital learning has become available in
some form to all Utah students.”

Its “transparency” also was praised: “Utah has a very
parent-friendly website that provides easy to understand
school report cards as well as information on the Carson
Smith Special Needs Scholarship and charter schools.
The 40 local school boards in Utah are elected during the
November general election.”

But when it comes to “teacher evaluations,” the group
said Utah has some work to do. “Neither tenure deci-
sions nor license advancement and renewal are based on
effectiveness,” the group wrote. “Eligibility for dismissal
is not a consequence of multiple unsatisfactory evalua-
tions in Utah, and ineffective classroom performance is
not a ground for dismissal. The state does not ensure that
the appeals process for dismissed teachers is expedient;
however, a last hired, first fired policy is prohibited during
layoffs.”

Among the nation’s 43 states with charter school laws,
the center ranked them as follows: four states earned an
“A,” nine got a “B,” 19 received a “C” and 11 states were
given a “D” or “F.”

Allen said it’s not only charter school laws but the other
four categories that make for education reform.

“As policymakers consider changes to their charter
school laws, they also need to be mindful of what it takes
to have truly great education reform policies across all is-
sues,” Allen said.

The center’s 2013 Charter School Laws Across the
States Ranking & Scorecard can be found at Edreform.
com/in-the-states, which will be available to the public
Tuesday.

“Charter and traditional schools don’t have to be on op-
posite sides anymore,” said Kim Frank, of the Utah Charter
Network. “The main reason to see charter schools in Utah
grow is you have smaller schools. And with new and in-
novative programs, that information can be shared with all
schools, and all ships rise.”
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Senate OKs expanded charter school hill

Focus now on House to introduce its version
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Utah 11thfor charter schools
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Pa. gets good grades in education reform ranking
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Education reform — school choice

would benefit all Montanans

“There is mo respect in which inhubitants
af a bow-imcome are s olis-
advam mmﬂt.ﬂ:mﬁnfﬂﬁmﬁwﬂlq
can get for terir childnen.” — econoamict
Mitron Friedman

Ciiven the fact that Momana costinu-
oushy ranks near deud last in the courtry

in average amd our “low-income
neighborh & Eng oalr
whiode state, It should not go un-roticed
that Montana also ranks last mation-

ally in educativnal chidee reforms as well.
The Center for Education ranks
Montana 518 (even behind D) im des
Parent Fower Index. And Friedman(s
r:mﬂc:rﬂﬂu I af: There
hndmmm?“tb:hm HI:I:I'I.I:::III
fﬂw:m

our impoverished
timtied multi-generational stagration of
EConafic apparamity in Montama.

Of course it is the entrenched special
interests such as govermment union bosses
and lairesuscrats who block any and all
dhwphuhutd'mmﬁul.ummmht
only answer is to throw more

money at
ll}!‘tﬂ'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂrﬂ%ﬁpﬂ'ﬂl $10,530 per

student stateswide. This means the averape
Montana worker's entire aneneal uhlrgw
s devoured just three kids

nine manths, This tired “increase spend-
i ":tglsuull.l'um i
te the
Eflhl lﬁar:
at least 138 studics
natienwide which
rove that bevel of
unq]i.n.a bears na
slatistical correlation
b qqieality of edibca-
Litan.

Tir the cantrary,
mumsersus shodies
revesl real educaibon
reform which docs
1:..];— and rhat the ol r

:,ri.rl.g.rﬁliznl s true catimnal chisice.
Even center-left think tanka like the
Brookings Institution cemour that both
public and private schoels doa bemer job
Ed.LI-I:.I“n:' kitls im “merkel”™ environmenis
Whm*lh:r: I8 trus competiiion om a bevel

Fieled, s v T Eilply
as Montana ) where public

JOE BALYEAT

Guest eolumni

ﬂ.'hl:ﬂ.* h:h'l' i I'EHI (2}
Dempooral researchers |
Terry Moe coneluded:
ventinnal education refurms hawe
been generally umusccessiul in haling the
decline in [schel| perfrmance and have
little potential for doing so ... The key 1o
better schionls is ... greaber schisal awtanis-
my ... competition aml purental cholee ...

.ﬂ.lhuughlhcfd of educational choice
aur children & better education.
it wnu-]-:lahu eliminate stultifying and
expendlve a-:l:.tuﬁtlmll buarcawscracics and
may yiehd slgnificant savimgs.”

MMontana E: the 0PI burea
M5BA bureaucracy, Raard of Education
burenscracy, MEA barcaucracy, MHSA
bureaucracy MASA ursaacracy, MOQEC
burcaucracy, local superintendents
huremscracy, and county superimendents
hureawcracy; each with their owm fleet
o lohbyyiens to drvtienbdate and indoctri-
nake your quuﬁ'lm.. all pid dira:ﬂ].' o
i ¥ ﬁm‘

at increased 5
1hie salee of the children :]upilr SCOMES r.:-t'
sludies proving otherwize.

1§ thee: lasst third Tmr of world his-
fury tawsght ws anything, it ta Ehat

raEnent - run nmmpu]u.-.- 't wark.
ree markel © fon pro<duces a

hr|||:.1' proscluct at cost. Yet, when it
CISITIES mdm stramgely Montana
rermsing in o governiment-
run mwmopaly; uﬂthafhm of publicly
funded educativnal chdoe whatsoever.
Becawse legislators and governors alike
far the pritical power of thes cn-
tremch -n{m:rutin: special inlerests, pas
legislatures refused to give Montana
parents the consamer power peeded to
dent Montsna's monclithic, monopolisiic,
mod-reaponsive, incfficient education bu-
reawcracy, fo Montana is kedl in the dust

ik, Even
Chubdh and

of educational reform as the western
Jarisdiction in the 15 or Canada with no
schaal choboe of any kind ding
succesaful Alberta and British Columbia
schinal choice ;Imlhdi.ll:ru'ulhdtl
canard thet school choice can’t work in
low-populstion rural siates),
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School choice has helped
Michigan’s children

BY MICHAEL VAN BEEE

new study by researchers at

HManford University shows

superh positive effects for
stndents attending charter schoaols in
Michigan, It is the most rigorons
study of charter schools ever done in
this state and positions Michigan as
one of the nation'’s leaders in charter
schaal policy and performance.

Mo other study of Michigan's
charter schools comes close to
miatehing the sophistication or comm-
prehensiveness used by Stanford's
Center for Kesearch on Edneation
Outcomes (CREDD), This study
compared students in charters to
thelr peers in local public sehonla
who were identical in terms of racs,
gender, socloeconomle status, prior
arademie achisvemeant and more,

Researchers measured annual
learning gains for aboul 85,000 clar-
ter school students over a five-year
period and compared them to their
“wirtuil twing” in conventional
schools,

The findings were almest wholly
positive for charter school stodents,
and most impressive in Detroit. The
typical charter selwo] student made
grinz worth abowt two months of
learning in reading and math. Fora
charter school student in Detroit, it
was more than three months. Forty-
two pereent of ehartaes outperiorm-
ed comventional public schools in
math and 35 percent did the same in
resading, In Detroit, those numbers
are 449 and 47 percent, respectively.

CREDO has evaluated charter
school performance in 19 states using
this same methodology Of those,
only Lowiziana and New Jersey can
hold a candle to Michigan. Louisiana
charier school students also demon-
strated leaming gaing of about two
months when compared to their
peers. In New Jersey, the average
stndent in a charter made gains of
about tao manths in reading and

about three months in math.

Michigin' results wens more
consistent, though. Unlike Louisiana,
students in Michigan charters dem-
onstrated increased learning gains
the lomger they were enrolled. And
wihile the MNew Jersey stucly founc
positive resulis for 44 of 54 of sub-
groups of student and sclweols, CRE-
D0 found s charter school advantage
in 52 of 56 cases studied in Michigan.

Whist acoounts for Michigan's
sueeess is hard te pinpodnt, but cer-
tainly the state’s charter sehool law
and policies have o lot to do with it
In fact, a just-released analysks of
such policies by the Center for Edu-
cation Keform gave Michigan's pol-
icdes one of only four “As" ranking it
fourth overall in the conntoy.

Michigan is unigue in the mimber
of charter sehool authoerizers it al-
lows — such as public universitics
and community colleges — and the
amount of matonomy it grants these
anthorizers.

Thesie autharizers are not oan-
cerned with protecting existing K12
institutions, which comes at the
expense of denying quality charter
schaood options for panents,

Michigan has historieally allowed
mewre charter schools than other
states. The new CREDO study sug-
gty that Michigan has a “highly
dymamic market ... creating 8 new
poaithve stock of charter schools ™

In time, the cap on charter schools
will sunset. More net-positive compse-
tition will peeur.

The typical Michigan student is
better off for having enrolled in a
chiurter school, Expanding school
chinice options in this state seems
prindent,

Meither this recommendation, nor
CRED = findings, k= a condemnation
of conventional public sehaols. They
are rather merely an affirmation that
Michigan's 20-year-old charter
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The Detroit News

sehinnl experinsent is working anda
compliment to the policymakers
responaible for creating chartes
sehool Bivws and to the work of char.
ter school authorizers, boards, princi-
pila and temchears,
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IN OUR OPINION T fure tackle school accountability, No
a8 doubt, lawmakers should be demanding

- ) O 1 @l more from the public schools. Thus,
fult ) measuring their performance — and re-
ea C 0 I C e ‘ﬁ. quiring that they push for higher levels
Vi of success - makes perfeet sense.
" ; But that is only part of the formula.
e n-tal | S bette r We helieve, as do many other experts in
can reform and Lift the system faster
: than simply tweaking it. And that idea
h ﬂﬂ{ﬁfﬂ:ﬂ has, for the most part, been left out of
charter law =55 mieee
The fact is, charter schools, done right, can provide

the field of education, that competition
true competition. For example, it appears pupils at

THE ISSUE: Mational School Choice Week was Cheyenne's new PODER Academy are enjoying big

marked at the Herschler Building in Cheyenne on gains in tesr scores. If that eantinues, Laramie County

Tuesday with a rally and governor's proclamation, School District 1 stakeholders are going to demand sim-
ilar results acioss the entire system.

WE BELIEVE: We agree that school choice is It is true that lawmakers are putting in a lot of work

on accountability. But we would like to see them at least

growing n Wyoming. Bot it never will fully blossom bewin looking at the state's charter school law. It has at

without a better charter school law. least two major problems:
) ) m Approval process, Currently the only way acharter
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK: Contact us via email sehool canbe sanctioned isthrough local districts. And
at opmion{@wyomingnews.con they have disincentives [or doing so: They fear competi-
tion (what if the charter doesdobetter?) and anew charter
chool choice advocates rallied at the Herschler pulls funds away from the current schoolsin the system.
Building on Tuesday, saying their facilities rep- Lawmakers should look at either providing for ap-
resent major opportunities for state residents. peals to a neutral body - the State Board of Education is
We beg to differ. While the WTE is a big sup- nat that = or setting up a separate authorizer. The latter
porter of choice - as long as it provides quality results - option is better: It would speed things up and provide a
Wyoming never will have true education options until it cleaner look at applications.
improves its charter school law B Lackof autonomy. Charters are supposed to be about
The weakness of those state statules was emphasized atradeofl: The schools getthe freedom tooperate asthey
agaln, as it is every year, in a report [rom the Center for gee fir, and the district gets results. Ifthe schools falver,
Education Reform last month they can be forced to elose. This autonomy allows for the
The group gave Wyoming's law a “ID" grade, kind afinnovations at the charters that can move the sys-
adding that it is the fifth-weakest of the nation's 43 tem forward.
state statutes. It also deducted three points from the Wyoming's law provides only limited autonomy:
Cowhoy State’s score becanse “the state has imposed a Charters must follow state and district rules. That can-
de facto cap (on the number of charters allowed) by not drive real change
not encouraging or working to improve (the) charter It is early in the general session, but education re-
environment,” formers like Rep. Matt Teeters, R-Lingle, and Sen.
This lack of effort on charter schools has been some- Hank Coe, R-Cody, should put charter schools on their
what of & mystery to us as we have watched the Legisla- “to do™ lists for interim study. If they truly are

interested in lifting Wyoming's schools - and we know
they are - they will seek to inject a dose of competition
into the system by muscling up the state’s charter
school statutes.
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Toledo School for the
Aris, 333 14th, hosted an
open house Saturday, Jan.
26.

Thuix purpose of the opeEn
hiouse was for studans and
thear families who seok a ng-
orous acedemic oumiculum
without sacrificing the artis-
tic oppoetunities that ignite
creative thinking, said Dave
Glarke, School for the Arts
devalopmant dirsclior.

This ks was an oppor-
tunity for prospective stu-
dents and heir families to
meet leachers, student onga-
mization fair, pefomances,
galery exhibitions, applica-
tion drop-off and time enroll-
menl counselons,

For seven consecutive
years, e Ohio Departmaent
of Education has rated TSA
“Excallent.” It also has re-
cvied rafional aflertion as
a LS. Depardment of Bdu-
cafion Blue Ribbon School,
a Bronze level recognition by
LS. Mews and 'Workd Report
as one of the nation's top
high schools and Charier
School of the Year by the
Center for Education Re-
form.

In addition, Ohio Super-

February 5, 2013

intendent of Education Su-
san Zelman named TSA a
School of Promise,

School administrators ex-
pected more than 300 fami-
s b0 aithend and anticiparted

The school ls accepting
applications for e next aca-
demic year (2013-14) up to
Wednesday, Feb. 6,

Becaussa of tha number
of applications, the school
will have a lofiery for admis-
sions Friday, March 1. 11
wants to fill 60 spats in the

Presenily, the school has
574 students, he said. The
capaciy is 650.

About 70 percen of the
students come from Toledao.
It has shudents from 23 dif-
ferent school disthcts.

Toledo School lor the
Auts, which opaned in 1999,
B a public "community™ or
charter school Mtised on
providing a college prepara-
fory acadernic curriculum
and an inlense visual and
parforming arts anviron-
ment.

Admission is open focre-
athve students in grades &
12 whio seek an educational
cormnmumity of paers who ane
senous about thair aristic

THE TOLEDO JOURNAL

Toledo School for the Arts touts success during open house

endeavors. Bowling Green
Slate Unhversity sponsors
TSA

I addition 1o core ack-
demic subjects, classes are
aifbered inmuesic, dancs, the-
atre and visual ans. TSA pro-
towiork with professional an-
ists 1o expand their arts ex-
penencas and knowledge
basea,

“We integrale the ars at
avery junclure,” Gierke said.
“We tap into their passion for

5

TSA has ARTnerships
with cur area's commmunity
and cultural insttulions in-
cluding tihe Tokedo Museum
of Art, the Toledo Symiphaony,
the Tokedo Repertoire The-
atre, the Arts Commission of
Greater Toledo and the To-
ledo Joo.

TSA graduales eam ad-
misssion o the nasion’s fimest
institutions of high education
and win culstanding aca-

Creathve students find a

oo e .
rrnt thal chabeEnges and
celebrates the ans.

Far more infarmation,
call 419-245-0732,



Afauquicr Times Democrat
Education initiatives
keep lawmakers busy

By Kewgic Warn
‘Watchdog.org Virginia Burean

Virginia lawmakers hit the books
during national School Choice Week,
voting on several education-reform bills,
with mixed results

The Houwse Education Committee
raovied Houge Bill 1999, part of Gov. Bob
McDonnell's *All-Students™ education
reform package, to the House floor on
14-7 wote.

Sponsored by Del. Tag Greason, R-
Lansdowne, the hill requires the state
Board of Education to develop by Aug. 1
a grading system in addition to the
stanidards of peereditation for individual
school performance,

Thirtesn Republican supporters
were jolned by Del. Jos Morrissey, D-
Richmond. The other six Democrats on
the panel were joined in opposition by
Dal. Scott Lingamielter, B-Worsdbridge

Legislation that would authorize
mare charter schoals didn't fare a0 well.

Snubbing their national partys posi-
tion, Virginia Democratz killed a char-
ter-school bill in the state Senate and
threatened to quash similar raform
MERSUTES,

The 2012 Democratic platform
declared the party would “work to
expand public school options for low-

income  wouth, including charter
echoals.”
But Democrats in the General

Asgembly continue to pesizt expangion
of the publicly-funded, independently

operated charter campuses.

With anly four charter schools,
Virginia has received failing grades
from the Center for Education Heform
and the National Alliance for Publie
Charter Schools for ils charter-averse
palicies,

Az legislators argued over whether
to grade schoala, the Houwse of Delegates
pazsed a bill Thursday that blocks pub-
lic access to performaence measures of

teachers.

The MNational Council on Teacher
Quality this month gave Virginia a [}
for overall teacher qlualj.u.r standards,
and Gov. McDonnell's push to grade
schools on an A-F scale conlinues Lo
gaimn steam in the General Assembly

Thamas Calboun, president of the
Norfolk chapter of tha American
Federation of Teachers, said pl:r:l:mnrl
files should always be off-limits — but
mayhe teacher performance information
should be separated and somehow made
availahle to families.

*Should they have access to the
teacher's personnel file? Absclutely
not,” Calhoun said. I dont care if you
have 10 kids in my clasa. .. I think the
real question here, about the indicators
for their performance — [ really don't
have a problem with that part of it, And
I think this whole issue could be salved
if performanee indieators were not put
in the personnel file.”
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Virginia receives failing grade from charter school advocates

By Kathryn Waison

ALEXANDEIA — As the nation
celebraled Mational Schood Chosce Week
last week, the (Hd Dominion received
& {lanking grade for its charier schoal
EnYEronmenl — again.

The Ceniar for Educntics Refonm.
which grades esch stane on an A-F sxale
i ks annal Charter Schood Law Report
Card. zave Virginin a Tlat-out F in its 20 3
repoat, ploging i second-10-last (n the
nation behind only Missouri ot of the 42
stades wikh charter school laws.

Warginin, with just four charter
schogks serving lewer than 400 of the
winnmoewexlth’s 1.3 million K-12 studems,
Finished second-bo-lasi in ke 2002 repo,

Bur the Center for Education Reform
i=n't the caly organization to give Virginia
loer rankings for s charter schaood
envircament. The Matkonal Alllasce for
Fubls: Charter Schoals ranked the Old
Domimicin 37 cat af the 42 states with
charter pchool laas,

Buit these poor grades won'l chang:
umless the state comstibution does, said
Chris Braunlich, vice president of the
Thosmas Jefferson Dnstinie for Pubdic
Folicy, a Virgania public palicy think ank.

*The proslem is that ke fix o this s not
srbcally & begislative fix." said Braunlich,
“There afe provisians in (ke state
canstifution that say wery specifically 1hat
the supervisicm of public schiols is inthe
hands. of the local school bosrd.”

Wirgimia's cons1fution £ays the
“supervision of schoods in each school
division shall be wested in & school hoard.”
a phrasge Yarpinsa dourls have tme and
lime again inlenpreted 1o mean that only
lcad schaowd divisions con decide ibe fate of
a charver sehoal, OF course, that becosnes
prohlenastic, Braunlich said, because 1he
whale paint of a charter schonl is o mun
imleperdently of the 1y pical public schaaol
system. And then’s only one real way 1o
fix ihai, saxd Braumlich., a former board
member of Fairfax County Public Schials.

“In ofeen means o can't have am
aliermate charler authorized, unless you
amend the cosstitaisan,” said Brouslich.
“Ulrimnsaieky, the way to do this is by

amerding the constitution.™

Amd while his proposal isn't the
lzgislnture's first aemapt, Del. Gireg
Hibeel, B-Salem, 5 trying v do just thal
with a hill filed last mosik. HI 653 would
take ke first step dioward & constitetional
amemlment establishing & statewide
schoal divisson 1o aversee charler schools
== but oaly if they are first turped down
by bocal school divisions. Habach did not
immediately respond for comment,

“aupervision of the stabewide school
division is o be vesied in a single statewide
schiood boand estabdished ns may be
provided by law,” the propased law reads,

Barbara Cayle, execulive director for
the Virginia School Boards Associstion.
sl the status quo law affoads caough
oppartuniibes for charer schools o start
amd flowrish, since the localities, rather
tham ike state, decide whar is best for bocal
“isdenls.

“1think R’s a good process,” Coyle said.
“I think it's & cawtbous process that offers
a procedare that keoks oul Tor the bast
interest af ke children.”

Hurt s imdependence from local schoal
divissans thal makes charter schoals
penerally more sucoessful and ecosamical,
snid Joy Pullmann. a research fellow in
education far b froe-market-ariemed
Heartland Institute.

“I think the higpest benefit in them is
the flexibiliny thar it ghves,” Pallmans
said, “5a, a wchool can sy, we wanl to be
a Montessori schood, and it can still be
& pulblic school, So, 0 anracts a group of
lamualies who share a common mission
rather tham trying o accoenmpdate the
different, express demands af all these
different populations in the same disiricl.
And that flexibility also extends 1o ke
way that the school dies its finonces, and
expecially 1o 012 teacher comracts, which s
really imporiam ™

Bssentially. the suceess or failure of
& seate's charter schools depends oo the
mithorizing body or bodies, the group
of people who volunteer to oversee and
asdmanister a charter schood, Pullmann
sakl. An “nuthorizer” 3 whatever body the
starle baw allows 1o oversee, bul not operate,
charter schools.
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Bssentinlly. the success or failure of
& seate's charter schools depends oo the
mithorizing body or bodies, the group
of people who volunteer to oversee and
asdmanister a charter schood, Pullmann
sabd. An “nuthosizer” is whatever body the
starle baw allows 1o oversee, bul not operate,
charter schoolds.

The more awtharizers o state has, the
berier, sadd Jim Goenner, president and
CED of the Michigan-based National
Charter Schoals [nstifute, Siabes with more
authorizers consistently perform betler in
national rankings, be saud.

“It's just like schoals,” Goenner said.
“"s the idea 1hat there's chalee in options
anel that some healiby competition makes
everybady better”

In that sense, even Habeeh's propasal 1o
ald @ mew;, overarching school division isn't
ideal, Goenner said.

“If you're talking (abour) Virginda, if yous
oily suthorizing bodies are lacal school
districts that are nat chartering angihing, o
state appeals process is a benefit,” Goenmner
sabl. “Bua I'm persossally mot a fan of
i — if somebody turns you down as a
schoal and you appesl, thes they're forced
oo winrk with you, We believe thal betver
autharizing happens by choice™

Bt even if Virginia passes &
constitutional amepdment — which
recjuires the Houss and Senale s approve o
aver 1w legisative cycles, plus a favorable
vabe of the peaple in a balln: menswre
See “Charter school™ o pg. 21
== ke charter school quandary won't be
sofved completely. Braunlich said. Dinect
state Nanding for ediscation @n' sulficient
o fund amy school, so localities would
probably have to psich in, oo,

“The funds would have to come from
lcally, but that creates the argument af
O, now you're Eaking the money from the
lecaliny 1o put maney in the charver school
that the locality has no control over,”
Braunlich saxd. “There's a whole range of
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Crowd hears about new charter school
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IN OUR 5CHOOLS:
ON THE JOB

Their
schools,
their
rules

Experts: Archdiocese
has right to fire over blogs
By Denise Smith Ames

damemilsergurer car
and Jessica Brown
Jercwerilie nopa mecom

Chase Berger, a 15-vear-old sopho-
more at Purcell Marian High, calls the
recent firng of the school's dean of stu-
dent life owerkill

The archdiocese a week ago fired
Mike Moroski, alsoan assistant principal
at the East Walmut Hills school, for writ-
ing in his personal blog that he favars
same-s0x marriage. But that’s thl:(rmtl-
bem: The church has taken a worldwide
stance against legalizing same-sex mar-
riage

On Friday, Chase joined a group of
Maraski supporters who handed ta Cin-
cinnati archdiocese staff a thick binder
of papers bearing whit they said were
nearly 7,500 signatures and hundreds of
comments from supporters, asking the
archdiocese to reinstate Moroski.

“l think the archdioceze overreact-
ed, " Chaze aaid. *You don't fire somesnes
for a simple comment. Couldn't they just
hawe given him a verbal or written warm
':lng ar put something in his personnel

e

Mot really, say experts on Cathaolic
schools and policies,

What Moroski wrote in his Jan. 37
blog publicly disagreed with a key tenet
af the Catholic Church, they said. The
archdiocese is within its rights to decide
he can't teach or counsel in s schoals,
they said.

Many people are surprised o learn
that staff in Catholic schools don't have
the same rights az those at public

schonls, sald Sister Angle
Shaughnessy, dean of
gradusate studies and legal
counsel at 5t Catharine
College in %t Carharine,
K.

“The Constituiion and
Bill of Rights talk about
whal the governmenl ¢an
and can't do, so you have
to be in a government
gchosl o hawve those
rights,” she saicl.

“If you work at Ford,
voucan't el people tobuy
Chevrolets. And if you
work at McDonald's yvou
can't wear a button saying
‘Eat at Burger King.'™

The Cincinnati Archdi-
ocese first urged Moroski
1o recant his blog post,
Moroski, who says he's a
devout Catholic, smd he
couldn't In pgood con-
actence Fall to stand up For
his beliefs, as he has told
18 students o do.

And this isn't the only
lime Cincinnat'’s archdio-
ces¢ has fired its educa-
tors for Failing to liveup to
the chuorch's standards.

In 29, the archdio-
cese suspended a Cathalic
nun &nd a parish ousted a
volunteer religion teach-
er because they both
cigees T spnartesd osgdon:
i IE et fe riests,

In XN, the arclicln
e Tired o Skl ele-
e Ly el jngtially
foy  pebinga  peegnam
while sjinple, bt laier The
reasoh chanpged B ke
el d T 2ellsng preg
et Swe sl imovaien fer
Ilismlzien, wheh = agsnns
L0 bl nenoc himges, A same
dar vase 15 pending in k-
alicinign

"All emploves ol
ol schpmals vy 1
Avehd iocese al Cincinnali
sire askeyl poe met]ec, [k
hold and lve oul the
tesichmps oF e Cinbelic
cherch,” sad lim Higg
sLpter: plepden il
im e Cincinnati archslin
was, e wilion's s el
lovaest network af Cathn
liv schials
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Y CHRISTOPHER COLFSIHS
AN STAFF

ALGOSTA - - School choice
ared eliecal ion oeforoe clanp:
aned by formmier Florda G i
Buzh wall get top billing 1xer
this rmonth al an cdiesl o suns-
it set Lp b Lirne Pl Le g

The surnell, pomssd by
LoFrage during his State of She
Suane Address, WUl feturn
spcakcis from a1l e Bhe coun-
try, gecopdiag Do mew denagls
abowt  the scmmae  rolessed
Tharsgdal:

"W are bringu:g national ox-
prods 1 Mamne o demenstoate
what ather s1ancs ave £OLRE knd
whor v are bioer [aft chomnd”
il LaFage "W ran e lenger
siand #ill, we connot walkw Lt
the status guo. The rect of the
coaniry and the world s peess.
mnEus "

Durieg hls Stae «f the State
rpeerchy, the gotenr ot sasd he fa-
wors school choaace and charier
sengobs Desguse they prewide
more  chaices Tor  sludenis,
though cpponentsel thoee pnxes
say ey fonaed doo moch ke
peyer moncy away Eoom pabll;
stumaln, A Laefaee prmsal to
O1cn up school caoice ik Mane
[ il 1o zain ]l:uL'-.].:l.lan' HAPpLe-
Al bneuph mds arddietive ta crc-
Ae chacter schools i Mame
passed. The slale's [est twa
charer schools opered  last
¥aar

"Aehaal choieer benefils all
kids who dezerve the besl odn-
calivet Rl wo cam pamvide,”
amd Lelsge during the speech,
“Giving atudends oplians such
A% Choier wchixls (s mone than
Jus? 8 perianacal positenn.”

LeFapesaid he spends a latof
his fror time StUdyang exfocal pn
vefarm, which has boon at tha
o ol bhia precriless Bx grver
na: The education swmtmbt s
billrd Ax 4 v o broed mew
1deas,

TheMarrh X sumemit at Cony
1gh Schoal o Akpusla wall fea-
e keynote speaker D Teoy
Butwhete, the cemmissianer of
mluwile: w0 Flovicls, pamed chie

LePage bringing teaching experts to Maine for summit

Dt wessien it 1ithed ~The Flori-
da Story” Threee cmilnyees of
ihe Foundalion fow Excelence
in BEdncw tn, whirh was fpund-
o] by ESush o 2008 0 an odnca
tion roform think tands. will
=peitk during 1he mocning sos
stor?  Patricx Lovesqueo, Tho
fowmdaiion™s CEQ, Malthew
Ladmae j1tseror polnt el
ancl Mike Thomas. wha runes | he
foundation's communicalions
department.

The secnnd  Sieasenn 1jCled
"Stwotcheng the Schaol Mellar”
wiall featume Eric Lerum. wire
predzdend of fAlbondal pEdicy B
StudenisFicst, anavhor national
Ihink 1ank prresmng edacation
reform.  StudentsFirst  was
forunded By edvcarmer  pidiey
s Michelle Bher, authar of
“Hadicul- Fighhing to Pul Sta
deents FLs1” Al hpl'!:lkm.g will
e Tir. Alden Monberg a rebred
Mainte Maritime Acazdemy pro-
fiescerr B aclelitiom e Wt s per-
cnoc with the academy;, Morn-
Nwerg s @ ferbwer membwer of e
Oyono Schodl Commattee,
sevrand dut D Besiond af dipeclo
fae the Rogion 4 [aited Teoch-
ol s Center and wik a dire-
i Jor the Mawe Schol Braid
SSOTIELEG .

The fheed cessienm i 1itied
Schaol Choice, 1eTage’s admin-
istratian hisk besr o wital dop
portoy of zehwsr] chooce, welekch
pllaws stndends te pick the
soivool shey wish o atlerd and
htwr gty edundim Anllams
lumpel Lheir Ui, Ihe cpeabess
in this session @il waclade
Jeanne Allan, presadend f the
Caeqdor or Edurcation Eeform:
Repr Alishe Margan. o Memo-
crat 1o the Ceorma Ilouse of
Raguresenalises, resipical ol
e “Champion for Chobec"
awarnd Trem e American Fed-
eraticn oy Chatdeen; and [erse
Menard, head of school for
Thorklet A28de 5 i Sacie
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School Board
rejects charter
application

By doasaes, Lvopak
“Times Moo 32l Wriler

Aller neady Bur months of deliv-
crafgon and debake 1he  Lowdoun
County Schod Board af Goialty woted
te deny the charlir wchoa | dpplccann
for the Leadoun County Math and IT
Brwleng

In anm &1 volbe, the doard crtphati-
vally cppweaed (e application an the
Febr. 25 Schood Board mecting.

dfermbere Brgelr cied an income
phte cwrrculum, dedcicocies in man-
jgmemenl, budgeliry issues and Lack
of comniunity upporl as e e e
of their vises.

“We had 8 oichling of aupparl at
e 1o, bk flags hises leew 3 prowess.”
“cthool Board Yiee Chaivman il
Turgeon (Bhwe Bidrel said. “Iv tren-
bles me thal there's a ik of comintr
nmiby supparl,”

Jempifer Berpe] ACanoeting auldol.
“There i€ infcresd in charter schools.
There is mot inlercs in this charler
2odere).”

Schaol Boand remiaees alao nodcd
thal Hw Touvadiny beanl for the
1MITA was cmeyaeed primarily of
cagincers wilk [jt|e oducplicn back-
priund;, Hevin Bueoees (Broad RBun).
who mowved io deny he apgdiation,
ooled that 1he firencizl offcor hz ne
BOCOUNKT Y 4w ce.

Bl Fix {Loschurgh was e looe
digasdend in the yobe.

TI don'l wov anyUuiny gaaned by
mzking the applcanl start from
seraleh,” Fox ssel “Td T fo osee
ithem got Woowork, come back and then
have wa wde omi,”

Twensy-acven prople attended the
feeetifg to ospeild ahwoad Lhe charber
s, wilh 15 opposing thae sy,

"My opposiion i85 basod on (he
apphicition, They cont show or
dopppanatrate support or this scheal,”
Cil 3. fohn sl to the board. “They
Teawn: am inability to g swer basi- e
s . A you consinoed that the our-
riculum in areaq b thap IT is the
Tran?”

Proponeniy nf (he applicalian
manly cited 2 desperate noed for
STEM vducation. as the job market
straggiles to Gl posibons thal eoguir:
ChaIpIEE spciibission,

The application process lias boen
2 cppbulent one for the LM [TA whicly
patsed  the  Virginia Board of
Edvcaman in Jule LMITAs roubdes
began at the local level, where he
county guestooed the completeness
of the applaainn ald the feagabibicy of
opcning e schod in the fal of 2013,

In Ianber, o sebe commile:
rebused o recommwend the chapler
school applicatian for full approval.

The fpuwfulrrs of he LMITA bove
&) days b appeal the decision and ane
altewed 10 submd a1 amended appl-
calim based oo the reasona for donial
submittod By e Schoel Buoard,

What would work?

During ikhe Feir. 30 mecling,
Koesters derazeqd whatl he {ocls aclear-
brer s hiewl pekt gty in order Tis b
suLeCesIfl.

=My viinw af charkir schoals isthat

Sas CHARTER, Faga 410
they qerwe fwoe oeeds. The
Brsn as e Gy [ailineg scieoals,
which doesn’L apply in this
cakc with Toudoun Councy,”
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Boesters said "1he second
is W develdop oow weys of
teaching kids.”

“You need 1o impress usg
with  whal you  |yave”
Fuestera said. "I has to be a
bittor way of doing things.”

Wilh Louwdoun Couoty
wheala well ower the state
#werage in both reading and
mathemalics ard praduation
mates at ¥ percend, is thive a
glace far a charler school in
Lowdoun?

Thespie the Mzilure af the
LMITA,  S¢hool Board
Chairman Eric Hornberger
still fecls clhartor schaals
could [nd their place in
Lowdoun, especially a4 pter
cst in the geluesl choior and
the ¢harwer acheoal madel
ErOws,

Harnherger dessn't think
the role of charier seleon]a 14
ln comfuie  with 3rca
schousls: rather, 1o affar 2
apreialization or an zlicioa
five.

“1 think they can be o
successful in corlain areas,
wheteas wir a5 a scivood ays
em have o iry 1o caler Lo
everyone.” Hornberger smd.

Yirginia laz just Four
charter schools, compered 14
neighbors Marylznd, whijch
ikas 52, angd Marth Ceralioa,
which beasts 7. Aceording
to dv Cemter For Educatian
Eeform. Virginia s secoml-
Lowlast o a List ranking stade s
charter  gejionl  environ
ik,

The Schoal Baosard hogees
LXMITA'S denial docsn dis-
couwrage  olber  applivands
Itom Arying 16 establish
achoola.
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Study: Charter school
students learning more

H Euvi not all
of the findings
are favorable.

By CELESTE BOTT

Capital Xaws ba s

[AMSING — An average
Michugam charler school
shuekerl wAll learn mware i o
vear than his ar her pablie
seirel prel, acoorditig o a
usy repord 1:_I,' Mol
L niveral s Cesder for Re-
seamch o1 Edwcaliog Ol
CLITH RS

The sludy founad thal stu-
dents foom Michiyen char-
ket schouls feafm O average
of o moaihs e of
miLh and reading per acud-
EIIC eNar.

Tewedel y -nebeels peprent af
the state's rharter s=chool
sledenls are fropy [Celrost,
arsl Do charter schoa!
shudents ganed up o three
miereth weorth of addition:
A eduration. il sabd.

Charter sehools e sl
Ticdy funded bl oz B poi-
vately nin. They weee estnh.
bished i peart =0 Ahad andi-
wudign] sebaols ool Jsave
rore nekependence e o
rielurm v feacdnzg skl

Margarel Raymond, di-
Pecicr of the coniar pratuud
Michigan’'s charer achos
praclices, sapecially diven
problems hal disiniets 1
Lietroat Tace.

“The=u: Gndings shaw {hat
Michigam fuws sl qmelieses for
chatter sefeeols o peeduce
st Jeph mealty feroes
Lhe stale.” Haymaud said
“The resuwls ane cepemndly
wrlnemes for shxkends inoom-
muruties that Gae amificant
eebsan chodkeges.”

I s Lheee cwrpders j'irst -

depik =t of charter
sereals im Bhe ctale. A Igtp)
of #5650 sludents altend
27% charters, im the state.
For the stody, 61 schonls

wipe booe amall 1o | ana-
lvred, ressltigg o a dolal
study sample of 212 char-
ters.

reot 3l of the findings
were [avorable 1o 1the alter
uative publ schools, how-
oL

Fia eqeanniprle, 14 pepen
of Michigan enarter schionls
shipwedd below  awerage
grawdlh and achievemesil.
ard 23 percinl of sludenis
perorm helow average in
maih.

[hevora Davis, 3 co-aethor
of the reporl, attributed
thse pondlbeting noumbees 1
the wse ol averapges — lhere
are bath struggling charters
and high-performing char-
bes that distort Lhe dzla

e povr prerformivices
are aaffnel b Al Eoasieg
propartiol of chartars with

nigh-lewrr] achievement,
TDaviy caid
“Slhould 1hese trends cza

tanee, the shsre of 2hoal
which cwrrently lag the
slabe dntexupes Wil Eu* e¥-
pefes] loy -cherjipe ™ Tlawis
sadl “These absolule im-
DTt A within sight
e Michigan.”

EStunford's earbor madichy
al slalely i 2000 s fpegivy-
Iy crilicized hy Lhe Cenler
Ior Taluedinn Rtefomm —
nased in Whashington, [0

for its wse of maccy FEle
Lale dak.

Acoording ils presedent,
Jeamw Allen, the new sdy
done i Michigan and a
simular ane donc b1 sow
Jeroey ust an imperinnsd
methidalomy.

“[o 1hese slate-leve] stud-
icE, it ap tiat the in-
clusioa ool 4 wader range of
sludents ad mare sehoal-
lewe] dala wer wsed o
identihy and compace di-
viduals b e eeiteen]
||L||:l|:||.' srhinnl’ e lee-
parts,” Allan zosd

Thrmg o purcwvicled A mars
realislic view of stodents,
k)] Uzeceinme, o ctidille
results, aTee wid.

Cezheer experts, ATe wlill
crbica] of the stody

Fot instanece, Ammber Arel-
iann, axerulive direclor of
dte Hoyal Dink-kased Edu-
catica Tresl-Midwesd, =zed
Wl Lie use ol Jverages m
the study aclunliy Tades
arnce aveypale Teudis, ozl
she called o more povem-
uent  aceanniakilily  or
charter qually.

"The studv's [gous on av-
erzge charler student team-
MR g fynesks s great
dirparities in Mickigan char-
teT performance.” Arellanc
satd. “=ame chanler schools
are dhareg wedl aml theald ba
recogmned for 1hal

Cither rritiriems umlwded
Bt sEU Y s Fadiam: o aecoon
Tnr the: more Lo M1 pew
clharler achouds sl opwed
thas Eall, or 1he more than 20
percent of previously esdab.
T:Juwd]  charles  wihiose
sCiaals were tor snmll for
CLEEDMY % shely sdaradards,
A w2 ] 5es 11ae Tt il pwpsd
cinurir Bigh sehools wema'l
slyidieg] at all.

Michael Van Beebe cuer
Lar of edaesiion poliey for
1the Macpdmne Cenler for
Puklc Polry m Midland,
saant| hal i wis anportand
10 Tepeiribeey that mnm siy-
dents  attending  clairier
schook are among  the

_70_

roresd an Lhe nation.

“Baced o tee w1l estab.
Uil celatinpshie betwern
Lt st S slwceleanl e
ty, ome should pxipecl moat
Michigan's charler public
rchols to score baloor the
clate averade moce Lhey semee
in [iglier pourtess aaf puoeg slay
chonds. ™ Van Bk sd,

“The Stardurd study =as
) gemrteq] ol cliader publbic
se-hug] Atodenbs op e ify bar
a free op pechiced proee
Tweeh comapaned o 13 et
cenl i tonyeenbonzl paeblie

wichicls,” Rt b
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