
M A N I L A , Ph i l ippi nes — T he 
death toll from one of the strongest 
typhoons on record has risen above 
5,000 and is likely to climb further, 
although recovery efforts are begin-
ning to take hold, Philippine officials 
said Friday. 

Interior Secretary Mar Roxas said 
4,919 people were killed on Leyte, 
Samar and nearby islands in the East-
ern Visayas region. Civil defense chief 
Eduardo del Rosario said 290 others 
died in other parts of the central and 
southern Philippines.

The regions were battered t wo 
weeks ago by fierce winds and tsuna-
mi-like storm surges from Typhoon 
Haiyan, locally called Yolanda.

Del Rosario said there were 1,611 
people still missing.

“That is the sad record of Yolanda’s 
passage through our country,” Roxas 
said. But he added that “The worst is 
over.”

He likened the region to a patient 
that has been moved out of the emer-
gency room into an intensive care 
unit.

“We have overcome the most diffi-
cult part,” he said. “In the first week 
we can say we were in the emergency 
room … this second week we are now 
in the ICU, still critical but stabilized.”

He said the hard-hit Leyte provin-
cial capital of Tacloban reported 1,725 
dead. “I believe this number in Taclo-
ban city is not yet final,” he said.

Most of t he bod ies have been 

buried in mass graves, many of them 
unidentified, he said.

“It is possible that some of the 
missing are among the unidentified,” 
he said.

Journalists in Tacloban say the 
stench of death from piles of debris, 
upturned vehicles and remnants of 
what once were homes indicates that 
bodies remain trapped underneath.

Roxas said the situation was sta-
bilizing, with major roads on Samar 

and Leyte cleared of debris and some 
banks, grocery stores and gas stations 
now open.

More troops and police have been 
brought to the region from other 
parts of the country to beef up law 
and order.

The airport in Tacloban, the region-
al hub, and its seaport are operating.

“There is no more looting,” he said. 
“We are now heading to recovery and 
reconstruction.”

Haiyan hit the eastern seaboard of 
the Philippines on Nov. 8 and quick-
ly barreled across its central islands, 
pack ing w inds of 235 k i lometers 
(147 miles) per hour and gusts of up 
to 275 kph (170 mph), with a storm 
surge of 6 meters (20 feet).

Even though authorities evacu-
ated about 800,000 people ahead of 
the typhoon, the death toll was high 
because many evacuation centers — 
schools, churches and government 

buildings — could not withstand 
the winds and water. Officials said 
people who sought shelter in the 
buildings drowned or were swept 
away.

The United States and about two 
dozen other governments quickly 
sent aid. Bottlenecks, including roads 
blocked by debris, damaged vehicles 
and a lack of personnel, held up the 
distribution of relief supplies in the 
first week.

U.S. Marines helped clear t he 
Tacloban airport runway, allowing 
the delivery by air of aid to the city 
which became the relief center for 
the region.

Roxas said more than 1.1 million 
food packs have been delivered to 
the region.

“Our mission is to deliver relief 
and food supplies to all the towns … 
[with] 100,000 food packs every day,” 
he said.

Ty pically, a food pack consists 
of rice, noodles, canned goods and 
instant coffee sufficient for a family 
for two days.

The United Nat ions on Friday 
boosted its appeal for Philippines 
typhoon relief by nearly 16 percent 
from $301 million to $348 million 
with a further rise likely.

“A m a s sive d i s a ster l i ke t h i s 
requires a massive response,” U.N. 
Humanitarian Coordinator Valerie 
Amos told reporters at the United 
Nations. “Much more needs to be 
done. Food, clean water and shelter 
remain the top priorities. — (AP)
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A Philippine Air Force helicopter takes off after unloading relief supplies for typhoon survivors 
at Tanauan township, Leyte province, central Philippines on Friday. — AP PHOTO/BULLIT MARQUEZ

delphia and my colleagues in the 
House and Senate from both sides 
of the aisle, we have succeeded in 
our efforts to provide Philadelphia 
with the tools needed to address tax 
delinquency and tax fairness,” Parker 
said. “However, tax fairness is not 
just a Philadelphia issue, it is a state-
wide issue. That is why I am proud to 
say my legislation will also provide 
municipalities across the state with 
the abilit y to collect outstanding 
debts to benefit our local govern-
ments and underfunded school dis-
tricts.”

O’Brien, t he prime sponsor of 
House Bil l 390, said that the cit y 
“needs additional tools to effective-
ly collect delinquent property taxes 
from speculators who own vacant, 

blighted tax delinquent properties” 
and from investors who purchase 
and rent properties and fail to pay 
their property taxes.

“O ver t he pa st 10 to 15 yea rs 
i n Ph i ladelph ia, ma ny adjacent 
or nearby Center Cit y residential 
neighborhoods t hat were deteri-
orated and f i l led w it h vacant or 
abandoned homes and properties 
have become desirable places to 
live as a consequence of the refur-
bishing or renovation of residents 
or the construction of new residenc-
es. Initial studies of the impact the 
Actual Value Initiative will have on 
these long established residential 
areas show that they could see dra-
matic increases in property values. 
Further, studies have shown that 
the average length of ownership on 
these blocks, where ownership is 
ten or more years, is slightly above 

30 years,” O’Brien said via a memo 
attached to HB 390. “Although the 
City of Philadelphia is authorized to 
provide gentrification relief under 
the First and Second Class County 
Property Tax Relief Act, the City is 
not authorized to use age or financial 
need, which is permitted in counties 
of the Second Class, to grant such 
relief. We seek to amend the First 
and Second Count y Propert y Tax 
Relief Act to afford Philadelphia the 
same authority to use age and finan-
cial need when considering relief for 
long term owner-occupants.”

Similarly, McGeehan’s legislation, 
HB 391, would help the 40 percent of 
Philadelphia homeowners by allow-
ing them to make periodic payments 
on their real estate tax bill.

For her part, Parker measure, HB 
388, would give all counties addi-
tional authority to collect delinquent 

property taxes in a more timely and 
cost efficient manner.

According to the chairwoman’s 
office, HB 388 would allow local gov-
ernments such as Philadelphia to 
place liens on real property under 
common ownership in Pennsylvania 
when at least one is delinquent in the 
taxes owed to the home municipality. 
When the property owner attempts to 
sell any property located within the 
state, the lien would have to be sat-
isfied.

“An analysis of delinquent prop-
erty taxes shows that many non-res-
idents own 10, 20 or more properties 
that are tax delinquent, vacant or 
abandoned,” Parker said. “Non-resi-
dent investors own rental properties 
that not only have code violations but 
are delinquent in paying their prop-
erty taxes.”

HB 388 is estimated to collect an 

additional $30 million in tax revenue 
for the city, money that could be used 
to assist with the School District of 
Philadelphia’s financial issues.

House Bills 388 and 390 now head 
to Governor Tom Corbett for his sig-
nature; HB 391 was amended in the 
Senate and now heads back to the 
House for Concurrence.

A fourt h Bil l – House Bil l 383, 
introduced by State Rep. Michelle 
Brownlee – would allow for the cre-
ation of two different real estate tax 
scales, one each for commercial and 
residential properties. That bill has 
been reintroduced House Bill 1693, 
which Parker said the delegation will 
try to win passage for as well.

Contact staff writer 
Wilford Shamlin III
at (215) 893-5742 
or wshamlin@phillytrib.com.
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