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Throughout 2016, The Center for Education Re-
form has been engaged in a restart and refocus of 
its core mission and vision. Melding the power of 
innovation not present when we first helped start 
the modern EdReform movement, with the impor-
tance of opportunity as the lever by which all may 
participate in the American Dream, we recast our 
purpose, values and programs and launched pow-
erful efforts to restore sanity to education reform 
and expand the reach of all our collective efforts. 
Here are just a few highlights.

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR A NEW OPPORTUNITY 
AGENDA IN KENTUCKY

In 2007, the Center was the first national organiza-
tion to answer the call from Kentucky lawmakers 
to help them forge a path for charter schools and 
greater opportunity for students across the state. 
Some 7 years later, we joined forces with a new 
governor, his cabinet and legislative leaders to 
map out a strategy for broad success, that would 
ensure opportunity for students young and old, 
and throughout the state—rural, urban and sub-
urban. Our comprehensive approach combined 
with visits to D.C. charter schools recently created 
a foundation for success. On election day, the 
House became choice-friendlºy and the Bluegrass 
State will now have significant momentum as we 
coach and aide then to a new day for students 
and families.

HIGHLIGHTS, 2016
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

Just one year ago the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program was once again on life support, with a president who 
threatened to veto any major extensions or expansions and a U.S. Congress largely unaware of why this program was 
created some 10 years earlier. Having learned that no one was organizing parents any longer, CER stepped up and 
partnered with Democracy Builders of NYC to launch Opportunity DC. Our local leadership cultivated more than 
2,800 new parent advocates who have visited with more than 50 members of Congress and their teams. We’ve been 
reminded again in the process that parents are valuable assets in the battle for better schools, and that grassroots ef-
forts matter. More people today are engaged across the city than just a year ago and CER is resolved to expand this 
program not only to DC but throughout the US, thanks to choice-friendly new actors coming to town this January. 
That includes not just the president-elect and his team but our old friend State Rep. Dwight Evans of PA, a Demo-
cratic congressman elect from Philadelphia.
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ELECTION 2016

Where there is politics you can expect 
policy to be impacted. That’s why CER 
takes every election seriously, starting 
months before to research and evaluate 
the candidates most likely to impact or 
deter education reform, and developing 
materials to guide the public in how best to 
ensure the proliferation of great opportu-
nities for children. Our EdLection Center 
was afire with op-eds, candidate viewpoints 
and vital information used by thousands. 
Our Voters Guide provided educational 
resources about how each Governor might 
act on our broader opportunity agenda—
school choice, charter schools and teacher 
quality. U.S. Senators were evaluated 
against their prior or potential actions as 
well. These data point to a more informed 
public, and we know from our own polling 
over the years that the more information 
the public has about education reform the 
more likely they are to support it! In the 
end, the record for education reform was 
mixed—only 35 governors earned an A or a 
B when it comes to school choice and char-
ter schools. WE have a lot of work to do!
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BACK OFF CHARTER SCHOOLS, JOHN OLIVER!

What can you say about a comedian that skew-
ers charter schools and immediately has 8 million 
viewers thinking that this critical education ef-
fort is about failure and profit? Well, in true CER 
style we decided talking wasn’t enough. With the 
amazing support of our dear friends Janine and 
Jeff Yass, we launched the “Hey John Oliver, Back 
Off My Charter School!” Video Contest and asked 
charter school leaders, students and parents to 
tell us why their school was better for them than 
the schools to which they were assigned. The 
result was nothing short of extraordinary. Stories 
of triumph, differentiation and choice were told 
repeatedly, and on November 14 we revealed the 
winner as well as several runners up. The winner, 
Natomas Charter School, turns out to have been 
one of the first in the nation that showed the 
power of grassroots activist come live. The stu-
dents were clear in their message: 

“John, the world realizes 
that education is an 

archaic model that needs 
updating—that’s why we 
have charter schools. We 

experiment, challenge 
and create—we pioneer 

change in hopes that other 
traditional schools will 

follow suit.”

Please find a way to our You Tube channel and 
view this and other videos. The impact wasn’t just 
the hundreds of submissions, but the tens of 
thousands of media impressions we could gener-
ate for charter schools across the country. Count 
on us to be the movement’s staunchest—and most 
creative—advocate. 
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FOX SACRAMENTO: LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOL 
RESPONDS TO TV HOST'S CRITICISM 


