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SECTION CONT.D

People ask us all the time, “What do you do?” The goals we’ve 

had since 1993 haven’t changed, but they have become better 

articulated and improved. CER works to advance education 

opportunity and innovation so all may have access to exceptional 

education that will help all - particularly our youth - achieve the 

American dream.

This brief report tells you how we do it, and year after year, no matter what 

our challenges we have consistently followed this simple but powerful formula: 

Opportunity, together with Innovation, yields Results. 

While countries around the globe are evolving and retooling education to capitalize 

on innovation and the rapidly changing landscape of careers, the U.S.—burdened by 

bureaucracy and a century-old infrastructure—has stagnated. It’s been happening for 

decades now, and the chasm is getting wider.

If we continue down this path, students of all ages will continue to be failed by an 

archaic education system that works for itself— instead of working for its community 

and its constituents. The children of today and tomorrow will not be able to access 

the American dream; effectively extinguishing the soul of American education and 

what each school and classroom should be focused on— helping all students access 

everything they need to achieve their dream— and the nation’s Founders’.  

CER and the Center’s leadership, staff and partners around the country are relentless in 

everything we do. We are unapologetic believers in American exceptionalism, and our 

mission to help our country’s students become exceptional themselves is a continuing 

´JKW�DQG�MXVW�RQH�SDUW�RI�OHDGLQJ�D�ODUJHU�PRYHPHQW�WR�SDYH�D�QHZ�URDG��ZLWK�

innovation and opportunity, and make that a “possible dream” for many.

From the downturn of 2008, and internal transitions, to external forces out of our 

control, no matter what the conditions, we get results. That is why people support us 

and should continue to rely on CER and provide the critical resources that ensure that 

all parents, including those in the the President’s box at the recent State of the Union 

address, or the thousands on the march toward the Democratic National Convention 

in Milwaukee get the attention they need and deserve from every politician, no 

matter what their politics and that their kids get the education they deserve without 

LQWHUIHUHQFH�IURP�EXUHDXFUDWV��XQLRQV�RU�MXVW�SODLQ�LJQRUDQFH�

Founded in 1993, the Center for Education Reform aims to expand educational 

opportunities that lead to improved economic outcomes for all Americans 

— particularly our youth — ensuring that conditions are ripe for innovation, 

IUHHGRP�DQG�µH[LELOLW\�WKURXJKRXW�8�6��HGXFDWLRQ�
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Our media work remains unparalleled in the education reform/education 

choice space. By aggressively talking about, and promoting the stories 

of parents, schools, innovators and change agents in almost every state 

DQG�PDQ\�FRPPXQLWLHV��ZH�LQµXHQFH�ZKDW�WKH�PHGLD�VD\V�DQG�KRZ�LW�

covers and perceives education. The ROI on the investment our supporters 

and friends make could not be more clear – CER’s modest budget of $3 

million nets the equivalent of $4 million worth of advertising, reaching 

340 million people in just 2019 alone.

UNIQUELY INFLUENCING  
PUBLIC OPINION

73 
PRINT AND ONLINE 
$57,&/(6�38%/,6+('

20 
PRESS RELEASES

340,996,971
IMPRESSIONS

 
31.2K

62&,$/�0(',$�6+$5(6

713M
21/,1(�5($'(56+,3

 

$4,217,808.28
AD VALUE

2019
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C(5�MRLQHG�WKH�´JKW�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�Sarents in Espinoza v. Montana 

Department of Revenue, the most important education related court case 

since Brown v. Board of Education�LQ�´OLQJ�DQ�Amicus Brief – and recruited a 

dozen diverse colleagues to join us – written by the leading Supreme Court 

ODZ\HU��3DXO�&OHPHQW��ZKR�MXVW�DUJXHG�KLV����WK�FDVH�EHIRUH�WKH�KLJK�FRXUW��

To draw the attention of the media, the public and yes, even the Justices, we 

launched our Blaine on Trial web page, interviewed the plaintiff on Jeanne’s 

podcast, Reality Check, were quoted in numerous articles and featured on 

Fox And Friends and in TIME and appeared after the hearing to give our 

view of the proceedings. D-Day – decision day – is in June. Prayers offered 

DQG�´QJHUV�FURVVHG�WLOO�WKHQ�

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITY
Call it educational freedom, parent choice or what have you, but for us it’s a simple word 

that paves the way for all to achieve the american dream - opportunity.

BLAINE ON TRIAL  

For most of the summer and fall, &(5�´OOHG�D�KXJH�YRLG�LQ�RXU�1DWLRQV�

Capital to support parents and students for whom the doors of education 

opportunity are locked. We launched an experiential campaign with life-size 

doors to highlight the scandalous situation of thousands of students in our 

Nation’s Capital on waiting lists for charters which do not have enough space 

to expand while the traditional public schools have millions of square feet of 

vacant space. Partnering with the local charter association, our canvassers took 

WR�PHWURV��RI´FH�SDUNV�DQG�HYHQWV�WR�VROLFLW�VXSSRUW�IRU�RSHQLQJ�WKH�GRRUV�RI�

opportunity. More than 4,000 D.C. residents signed our petition which was 

presented to the Mayor��6XEVHTXHQWO\�ZH�DOVR�SDUWQHUHG�WR�EULQJ�RYHU�������

VFKRRO�OHDGHUV��VWXGHQWV�DQG�LQµXHQWLDO�'&�UHVLGHQWV�WRJHWKHU�WR�UDOO\�WR�SXVK�

that Mayor to open the doors and end the waiting list for 12,000 children. 

Thanks to the support of our donors, CER was able to partner with the world 

champion Washington Nationals for &KDUWHU�6FKRRO�1LJKW�DW�1DWLRQDOV�3DUN, 

with over 1,000 parents, students & educators coming together to be inspired.

OPEN THE DOORS 

4,000+
PETITIONS SIGNED

1,000+
3$5(176��678'(176�	�

('8&$7256�,163,5('�$7�
&+$57(5�6&+22/�1,*+7
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EXPANDING OPPORTUNITYEXPANDING OPPORTUNITY 

Our work was a beacon for many advocates in other states who’ve come 

to us regularly in the past year to brainstorm and partner on building back 

support for the innovative charter school model that is so critical to so 

many of our nation’s school kids and to our future. We visited with people 

in states from Florida to North Carolina, Arizona to Illinois, and brought our 

tools, resources and strategies to bear wherever and whenever their work 

was challenged and they needed reinforcements. 

INSPIRING OTHER 
STATES

CHALLENGING 
THE UNIONS

We used digital ads to combat the teachers union anti-choice rhetoric 

LQ�'HFHPEHU�ZKHQ�WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�MRLQHG�061%&�IRU�D�ª3XEOLF�(G�)RUXP«�

sponsored by - wait for it - the teachers unions! CER was dogged in its 

countering the fallacious arguments and in pushing the anchors to actually 

ask questions about charter schools. We interviewed charter leaders on 

the ground for our podcast and garnered over 1,000 impressions for our 

targeted digital ads (see below) to forum attendees and media. This was 

MXVW�RQH�RI�dozens of our efforts in 2019 to shine a spotlight on the Blob’s 

anti-reform actions, attracting more and more media to follow our work and 

utilize our commentary.
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SECTION CONT.D

We turned our sights to the candidate debates, and geo-fenced the perimeters with news about the 

growing powerful parent networks and charter advocates that marched from Atlanta to Las Vegas to 

South Carolina. We made sure their mission was not in vain, drawing considerable media coverage for 

them and making sure the candidates know this issue is not going away.

#WHATABOUTUS 
GOES VIRAL

The launch of several coalitions of dedicated and now incredibly energized 

pro-education opportunity parents whose children, mainly black and brown, 

who are in desperate need of great educational options fueled our work 

this fall. We helped to publicize their march on the Democratic Debates, 

taking on one by one the individual candidates who want to squash their 

opportunities at a better life. Following the remarkable Dr. Howard Fuller 

(@HowardLFuller), the Freedom Coalition for Charter Schools, and the 

�3RZHUIXO3DUHQW1HWZRUN  as they showed the essence of self-determination 

PDGH�RXU�MRE�HDV\�

We launched a digital ad campaign and social media strategy that multiplied 

tenfold the number of people seeing the efforts of a few hundred individuals 

at each debate and forum and even challenging the candidates in person, 

including Elizabeth Warren, on her immoral and hypocritical stance on choice.

(;3$1',1*�3$5(17$/�&+2,&(��� since we began in 1993, CER has been dedicated to supporting the efforts of 

SDUHQW�JURXSV�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�QDWLRQZLGH�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�YRLFHV�KHDUG��:HUH�JUDWL´HG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QHZ�YRLFHV�

today making it clear  to the presidential candidates that education by zip code will no longer be tolerated!!  

Los Angeles 

To target media and attendees, we 
designed and depolyed digital ads 
targeted to the debate location using a 
geofencing strategy.

• Over 131,000 impressions

• Nearly 300 clicks on the ad 

Las Vegas 

To target media, attendees, and 
supporters we designed and deployed 

digital ads targeted to the debate 
location using a geofencing strategy in 

Nevada.

• Over 49,370 impressions

South Carolina

To engage interested parties, we drove a 
search ad campaign that digitally targeted 
users who clicked on CER-relevant issues 
(I.e. charter schools, education, and 
Democratic Debate) in South Carolina.

• Over 2,998 impressions

While education consistently ranks near the top of the most important 

issues to U.S. voters, it got precious little attention from the 2020 

'HPRFUDWLF�3UHVLGHQWLDO�SULPDU\�GHEDWHV – as Jeanne Allen pointed out 

in Forbes. To help folks cut through the rhetoric we launched the CER 

Education 2020 headquarters, an area dedicated to helping supporters of 

excellence in education navigate the issues and speak out to ensure that 

3UHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�KHDU�WKH�YRLFHV�WKDW�PDWWHU�PRVW�¨�ORXG�DQG�FOHDU�

EDUCATION 2020

At the Democratic Debates

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITY
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The road to innovation is paved with experience, and in our work on 

the ground and with many policy issues, we realized that what we were 

learning in real time needed to be shared. So we launched our R&E 

series, highlighting formulas for change and the research that backs it 

up, highlighting the innovations that can best ensure that how we design 

schools, personalize and measure can be enhanced by innovations in 

behavior and technology.

ADVANCING INNOVATION...
We’ve been saying it since 2016 - innovation is vital to taking learners to new levels, and 

whether it’s innovation in the structure of education, the delivery, the tools or services, 

ZLWKRXW�LW�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8�6��ZLOO�UHPDLQ�RK�VR���WK�FHQWXU\��

R&E RESEARCH

PERSONALIZING 
EDUCATION IN 
RURAL AMERICA

We tackled what that looks like in Rural America in a two year effort 

made possible by the support of John William Pope and the F.M. 

Kirby Foundations...and connected ed tech companies dedicated to 

great results with our quest for expanding options for people in rural 

communities. The tangible result was our R&E paper called. Expanding 

Education Innovation and Opportunity in Rural America. The report 

offers vital ingredients and a roadmap to transform education to help 

better serve students of all ages in rural America. The byproduct is a 

whole host of new efforts between technologies that work, businesses 

who want a better workforce and new school leaders, particularly at our 

pilot site of North Carolina. 
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SECTION CONT.D

As the laboratory for innovation in public education, we continue 

to sound the call for more and better charters that address the 

individualized needs of communities. As we’ve reported over the years, 

charters are driving innovative practices that often get adopted into 

the larger systems. But memories are often clouded, so we documented 

what it is that makes charter schools work as many supporters of this 

innovation don’t know its history or what propelled it to the surface 

of education debate. Knowing that the road to innovation is paved 

ZLWK�H[SHULHQFH��ZHYH�FKURQLFOHG�RXU�RZQ�´UVW�KDQG�UHVHDUFK�DQG�

experiences in The Path To Charter Schools.

CHARTER 
SCHOOLS

CONNECTING 
OPPORTUNITY & 
INNOVATION

Innovators galore gather annually at a few key events where CER 

occupies a larger than life presence to ensure that those making the 

tools understand (and support) those who need to make policy changes 

so they can deploy the innovations that have been proven to work for 

kids. The annual $68�*69�6XPPLW, a hotbed of ideas in education and 

other spheres, is one of these events, and CER’s attendance since the 

beginning has translated into new supporters for educational change, and 

new learning for us to impart to education innovators in our space. This 

collaboration between Arizona State University (ASU) and Global Silicon 

Valley (GSV)���HQWHULQJ�LWV���WK�\HDU��brings together 5,000 attendees from 

50 countries for the most impactful convening of leaders in education 

and edtech. CER’s information exhibit is a popular stop as are our live 

podcasts, and we are proud that Jeanne Allen has been a discussion leader 

since the beginning.

ADVANCING INNOVATION



9

CIVICS is a big prerequisite...

And that’s why we launched WHY AMERICA? While you know the answer 

to that rhetorical – not so rhetorical – question, sadly civics and authentic 

American history is rarely deep or broad enough in US classrooms. Enter the 

path-breaking Diana Davis Spencer Foundation, which partnered with us to 

create Why America?, to increase students’ understanding and appreciation 

for America’s founding and government by introducing 4th – 8th graders to 

the unique historical resources in and around the Nation’s Capital. We create 

themes around historic venues and equip charter schools with logistical support 

and other incentives to help students participate in and understand, Why 

America? Over 2,000 students from 31 schools participated in our events.

EDUCATING FOR EXCELLENCE
Without opportunity and innovation, excellence is rarely within reach of America’s 

students, at any level. We are committed to fostering not just freedom to pursue it but the 

exceptionality of content, structure, and performance that must go hand in hand in every 

learning environment if we are truly to make America great again.

THE CONSTITUTION  
AND ITS ROOTS

Students had an up close-and-

personal visit to America’s original 

founding documents, learned 

about how they formed our nation, 

and had a “real” conversation 

with James Madison, via historical 

interpreter, of course.

ORIGINS OF MONEY AND 
HAMILTON

Set in the historic Anderson House, 

the longtime headquarters of the 

nation's oldest patriotic organization, 

the Society of the Cincinnati, 

Students were introduced to 

Hamilton and how he put our new 

QDWLRQ�RQ�VROLG�´QDQFLDO�IRRWLQJ�

THE FATHER OF OUR 
COUNTRY & THE WOMEN 

WHO PRESERVED IT

Students from a dozen schools “met” 

the people who surrounded and 

LQµXHQFHG�RXU�´UVW�3UHVLGHQW��*HRUJH�

Washington, including a chat with 

Martha Washington and learning 

about the life of enslaved people at 

Mt. Vernon. 

THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

At the White House Historical 

Association lead s students 

through the history of the 

country’s foremost residence and 

its surroundings.

THE ARMED FORCES, 
MEMORIAL DAY AND 

FLAG DAY

During National Flag Week 

students visited the Pentagon, 

learned how to present and display 

WKH�$PHULFDQ�µDJ��DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�

why on Memorial Day we pause to 

honor those who have fought and 

died to protect it.
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With the divisive nature of today’s political climate 

leaking into information and the media, there is no 

better friend to have than concrete data – especially 

for parents, and their right to know all of the facts 

when it comes to making a decision about their 

child’s education. That’s exactly what CER’s Parent 

Power Index! 2020 interactive rankings provide for 

— clarity and the strength of true information with 

which parents and families can decide for themselves 

what’s best for their children and their future.

CER’s Parent Power Index is an essential tool for 

parents and others in understanding the quality of 

education across the States and the effects of the laws 

that impact the ability of parents to choose, schools to 

operate, and ultimately for education to serve kids and 

families. Since it’s inaugural Parent Power! Newsletter 

LQ�0DUFK�������&(5�KDV�EHHQ�XQLTXH�LQ�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�

critical importance of parents in engaging with policy to 

drive changes that enable them to truly wield the power 

they should over their child’s education. 

PARENT POWER 2020
The key to accessing excellence is knowing what to do, and what to look for.

One of the most frequent questions we get from parents and others who 

want to improve their schools and their kids’ education is “I’m willing to 

´JKW�IRU�P\�NLGV�HGXFDWLRQ�— how do I start?” That sort of attitude is 

frankly more than half the battle! To answer that question – and many 

others – CER developed the 7DNH�%DFN�<RXU�6FKRROV�$FWLRQ�*XLGH, 

a step-by-step manual for how anyone — student, parent, educator, 

or policymaker — can get informed, stay involved, and make a lasting 

difference in their community and their schools.

TEACHING 
PARENTS TO FIGHT
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To the surprise of few, it turns out that once again, states that demand 

excellence, provide for parental choices and hold schools accountable 

for results do better than those which still embrace the status quo. As in 

years past, CER worked tirelessly to successfully expose the failure of the 

HGXFDWLRQ�HVWDEOLVKPHQW��'DWD�UHYHDOHG�LQ�QRW�MXVW�RQH��EXW�WKUHH�ZLGHO\�

recognized measurements of educational achievement and progress were 

shocking and cause for alarm.

The National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) (The Nation's 

Report Card); the American College Testing (ACT) survey of college and 

career-readiness among students; and a report from the Programme 

for International Student Assessment (PISA) all showed United States 

students’ grades and competitiveness either stagnating or falling further 

behind. Accordingly, we’ve been waving�UHG�µDJV��sounding sirens and in 

general raising a lot of hell. 

,Q�'�&���KRZHYHU��ZKHUH�D�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�FRQ´QHG�

to attend an assigned school according to their zip code, and where 

nearly 50% of students are enrolled in charter schools, students showed 

gains in almost every category: “Once ranked at or near the bottom 

by every measure, the District’s average is now close to the national 

average, and achievement in reading and math continues to grow at 

higher rates than almost every other jurisdiction, particularly among 

traditionally low-performing students.” (KWWSV���HGUHIRUP�FRP���������

statement-on-shocking-education-report/��0DMRU�JDLQV�ZHUH�PDGH�DPRQJ�

disadvantaged students particularly in the choice friendly states of Florida 

and Arizona, too. 

EDUCATING ABOUT 
THE CONDITION OF 
EDUCATION

.(<�,16,*+76�)520�
7+(������1$(3�
5(3257�,1&/8'(�7+(�
FOLLOWING:

READING  
PROFICIENCY 
National results have 

dropped in both grades, 

with the lowest performing 

students doing worse

MATHEMATICS 
PROFICIENCY 
National results are mixed. 

0RVW�VWDWHV�UHPDLQHG�µDW��

National 4th grade scores 

rose 1 point, while 8th grade 

dropped a point, with the 

lowest performing students 

doing worse

:KLWH��%ODFN��+LVSDQLF��DQG�
American Indian/Alaskan 
Native 8th grade students 
all scored lower on reading 
in 2019 than in 2017

PARENT POWER 2020 
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+27�2))�7+(�:,5(��One of the ways CER drives change is by 

talking about the issues that most are not talking about. Newswire is 

an unvarnished, tell-it-like-it-is weekly report of education news and 

commentary–and as always, each issue is fresh, hot-button, and sprinkled 

with a dash of irreverence.�%H�WKH�´UVW�WR�WKH�WDEOH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�

staying in-the-know on education innovation and opportunity! 

They are good for everyone! – And we’ve found they can be especially 

necessary these days, as so much of the media’s coverage of education 

LVVXHV�LV�MXVW�µDW�RXW�ZURQJ��REYLRXVO\�XQLQIRUPHG�RU�HYHQ�PLVOHDGLQJ��

That’s why 5HDOLW\�&KHFN�ZLWK�-HDQQH�$OOHQ features weekly guests 

ZKR�DUH�OHDGHUV�DFURVV�D�YDULHW\�RI�´HOGV�DQG�RFFXSDWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�

entrepreneurship, entertainment, professional sports and government – 

DOO�RI�ZKRP�DUH�KHDYLO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�´HOG�WRR��

Informative, in-depth and riveting, Reality Check has welcomed Kendra 

Espinoza, the lead plaintiff in Espinoza v. Montana Dept. of Revenue; 

Steve Forbes; former NBA star and charter school founder Jalen Rose; 

and former U.S. Senator from Louisiana Mary Landrieu. To date, Jeanne 

has interviewed over 100 guests on a modest budget with huge impact 

outside of just your average education listener.

CER MEGAPHONE

REALITY CHECKS

NEWSWIRE

THE MEDIA BULLPEN Our media accountability-focused initiative established in 2008 continues 

to be an easy and effective way to know who’s speaking truth in print 

and opinion – it’s a one stop shop for up to the minute, daily news about 

HGXFDWLRQ�IURP�PDMRU��DV�ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�PRUH�ORFDO�QHZV�RXWOHWV�DFURVV�WKH�

country. 
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CER MEGAPHONE 

Follow us on Twitter to catch every piece of breaking news from the front lines of 

the battle for excellence and innovation in all schools! 

Twitter impressions are one of the indicators of brand presence. We had nearly 1.7 

million Twitter impressions, which means our tweets were seen that many times. 

And people acted upon our tweets 20,000 different occasions.

This past year we tweeted out thousands of pieces of information with the goal of 

informing the ongoing debates and keeping the education-issue engaged, and all 

people informed and thoughtful:

@EDREFORM

1,260
TWEETS

1,698,392
TWITTER IMPRESSIONS

17,304
ACTIVE  

ENGAGEMENTS
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1HZVSDSHU�$UWLFOHV��(GLWRULDOV�	�2S�(GV�
Published to promote expanding educational 
opportunities for learners at all levels.

A DECADE IN REVIEW
We thought a look back at how your investment has paid off in ten years would be encouraging. It’s 

been a wild, wonderful, challenging and rewarding 26 years. As a Presidential election year, 2020 

promises a continuation of that trend - on steroids. We are excited to embark on year 27, and are 

FRQ´GHQW�LQ�DJUHHLQJ�ZLWK�WKH���V�VLQJLQJ�GXR�ª7KH�&DUSHQWHUV«¡ª:HYH�RQO\�MXVW�EHJXQ�«

5K+
,1)/8(1&(' 

STATES’ LAWS  
INCREASING 

6&+22/�&+2,&( 
OPTIONS

,1)/8(1&('

FEDERAL LAWS 
INCREASING  
('8&$7,21� 

OPTIONS

9

3

660,000+ 
$'',7,21$/�6&+22/�&+2,&(�6($76

1.25+ 

%,//,21� 
MEDIA 

IMPRESSIONS

84  
Reality 
Check 

Podcasts

2,610�,668(6�2)�&(56�0(',$�%8//3(1 
<285� 9,578$/� 1(:65220� $1'� '$,/<� )(('� &29(5,1*� 7+(� 1(:6�2)� ('8&$7,21�

���(',7,216�
2)�7+(�1$7,21$/�

CHARTER SCHOOL LAW 
5$1.,1*6�	�6&25(&$5' 
3529,',1*�

(9,'(1&(�5,&+�
)(('%$&.�$1'�
*8,'$1&(�72�
32/,&<0$.(56

���(',7,216�2)�7+(�
3$5(17�32:(5��,1'(; 

285�,17(5$&7,9(�722/�)25�3$5(176�72�',6&29(5�

:+(7+(5�7+(,5�67$7(�$))25'6�7+(0�32:(5���$1'�

,)�127��:+$7�7+(<�&$1�'2�72�*(7�,7�
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