


Grade 

State 

Year law passed 

AUTHORIZATION 
Possible 
Points 

Multiple authorizers 0-5 2 2 

Authorizer activity 0-3 0 0 0 0 

Independence of local/state authority 0-7 2 2 2 4 

Authorization Subtotal 0-15 3 3 7 

GROWTH 

Charter cap 0-10 9 9 8 5 10 

Scaling up 0-5 

Growth Subtotal 0-15 10 11 9 6 11 

OPERATIONS 

School autonomy 0-8 5 5 5 4 

States allow freedom to innovate 0-7 5 4 

Teacher freedom 0-5 

Operations Subtotal 0-20 13 10 12 10 9 

EQUITY 

Operating funds specified 0-10 7 7 

Pre-K funds 0-2 0 0 

Facility funds/financing 0-5 0 

Equity Subtotal 0-17 7 8 

TOTAL SCORE 

Letter Grade 

Score/Percentage 

Rank 

Rank (2025) 

Number of Charter Schools 

Number of Charter Students 

2 2 2 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 5 2 2 0 0 0 

5 5 7 5 4 4 0 0 

10 6 10 0 10 10 10 10 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

11 7 4 11 10 10 10 10 

4 5 4 6 2 5 5 4 2 4 2 

4 4 4 2 

0 0 0 2 4 

8 12 11 12 4 10 11 10 8 9 9 5 

4 6 8 8 7 9 6 4 6 7 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

6 6 8 10 7 9 6 6 6 7 0 0 0 

-------------
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KEY FINDINGS 

Florida holds the nation's top spot for a 
third consecutive year – but this year's 
real story is movement. Iowa rocketed 
from #11 to the top ten, and Ohio jumped 
nine spots on stronger enforcement of 
laws already on the books.

Only three states earned an A or A-, and 
just 40% of states with charter laws 
scored a B- or better – proof that most 
states still have real work to do to give 
families access to great public charter 
schools

Since 1996, CER has studied charter 
schools and their impact, environment, 
and practice, and made 
recommendations for how to improve 
each state's law. The score is based on 
whether the law allows for the freedom 
and flexibility that lets parents, teachers, 
and the public build vibrant, successful 
charter schools – without undue 
interference from flawed state 
regulators, and with equitable funding 
and parents in the driver's seat.
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